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From the Editor   
Welcome to the Pesach 5779/2019 edition of Together which we hope you find a 
welcome addition to your yomtov reading. The Officers and staff of the Shul and the 
editor of Together wish all members and readers chag samayach and a happy and 
enjoyable Pesach.  

This is now the nineteenth edition of the magazine in its present format and we thank all 
those who have contributed to it since we revived it in 2009. It is difficult to gauge if the 
content is what people want to read. Should there be more religious content? Should 
there be more about the shul and what goes on there, its history, its people? Does it lack 
humour? Should it be more interactive? And, more important still, is it something the shul 
should be spending its money on. Perhaps the money spent on its production could be 
more effectively spent elsewhere, like making good the deteriorating paint and 
plasterwork? As you will have read in every edition of the magazine, it is not self 
financing. No one sponsors the printing or postage. On the contrary, perhaps our readers 
feel the magazine is one of the benefits they receive from their membership fee. Let us 
know how you feel about all this.  

The editorial and feature articles I produce are by no means literary gems and the ‘cover 
stories’ are only a superficial taste of the subjects to which they refer, but they may tempt 
a reader who has a little more time, to research any of the subjects in back editions and 
do more in depth studies.   

Similarly the limited time I am able to devote to the overall production of each edition  
allows only for two editions a year, Pesach and Rosh Hashanah. Dayanu. But thanks for 
your support and interest anyway.  

This magazine, like many other communal publications around the country, receives 
seasonal messages from the Office of the Chief Rabbi. His message this Pesach 
contains timely themes relevant to helping maintain our precious British social cohesion. 
The Chief Rabbi believes it is absolutely vital that we strive to do this, above all else, in 
the face of the significant ongoing political challenges within national life, particularly in 
the context of Brexit developments. 
  
Ed. 
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THE CHIEF RABBI’S  
PESACH MESSAGE 5779 
The two central themes of Pesach – peoplehood and freedom – have the potential to either 
provide great blessing or pose great danger to our society. The Exodus from Egypt paved the 
way for the Israelites to become a people. Upon deliverance from slavery, we were, for the first 
time, a “kingdom of priests and holy people” - a nation with a shared history and common destiny. 	

The Exodus also provided us with freedom from oppressive Egyptian rule. After 210 bitter years 
of enslavement, self-determination was finally within our grasp. Like many blessings in life, even 
these wonderful gifts of peoplehood and freedom can be squandered, distorted and even 
exploited if we are not wary of a force which is increasingly a feature of our political and social 
discourse. 	

Peoplehood provides us with our group identity - a sense that we are not alone; we feel valued as 
members of a worthy collective. But it can also be used to create a distrust of the other – a 
poisonous ‘them and us’ narrative. Recent years have seen the emergence of ‘identity politics’ – 
the formation of exclusive alliances based upon group identity. When used to exclude and 
scapegoat others, it takes a positive force to its most extreme, thereby transforming it into a 
negative. 	

Similarly, freedom is an essential value for any civilised society. But, as Holocaust survivor Victor 
Frankl said, “freedom is in danger of becoming arbitrary unless it is lived in terms of 
responsibility”. At the very dawn of creation, the Torah describes how, on each day, Hashem saw 
what He had created and declared it to be ‘tov’ – it was ‘good’. But on the sixth day, when 
Hashem created humankind, He observed that it was ‘tov me’od’ – ‘very good’. 	

A fascinating but challenging Midrash states, “Instead of reading ‘me’od’ read ‘mavet’ – death.” 
What could be the connection between ‘very’ and ‘death’?  This Midrash is surely warning us 
against ‘very-ness’; a type of zealotry which takes what we believe to such an extreme that it can 
cause death and destruction.	

We live in an increasingly polarised world. Religious, political and social strands of zealotry, 
which were once confined to the fringes of our society are now entering the mainstream. Across 
the globe, far left and far right politics are finding a degree of influence that was once unthinkable. 
Similarly, aggressive secularism and religious fundamentalism are finding their expression in 
crucial areas of public policy and creating significant challenges which will affect our society for 
generations to come.	

The classic mistake is to respond to the ‘me’od’ – the ‘very-ness’ of others, with zealotry of our 
own. The Jewish way, which provides a timely model for our society, is for us to seek freedom 
tempered by responsibility and to celebrate our peoplehood, whilst respecting the right of others 
to do the same.	

The shank-bone on our Seder plates represents the ‘Korban’, the special Pesach sacrifice. 
‘Korban’ comes from the word ‘karov’ (close), indicating that it facilitates closeness to Hashem. 
This Pesach, let us recall a fundamental truth, too often overlooked: If we wish to come close to 
Hashem, we must first come closer to one another.	

 Valerie and I wish you a Chag Kasher Vesameach.  	

 

 

 

 

Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis   :   March 2019 • Nisan 5779  
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PESACH 5779 MESSAGE FROM RABBI ARIEL ABEL  CF 
Pesach is the time we celebrate freedom. Nationally, we are struggling with 
a Brexit “in or out?” situation. We will not know until June what might happen 
next. Brexit fatigue is taking its toll on the economy and the self-perception 
and confidence of the nation. When our ancestors were waiting at the doors 
of their homes to hear the call to depart their sad and broken existence in 
Goshen, Egypt, they had waited long enough. Our sages tell us “teshuat 
Hashem ke-heref ayin”: Divine salvation happens in the blink of an eye. 
When it is time to go, we go. The people need certainty to stay sane. 

 This Pesach UK Jews will be asking: How is this year different from all other 
years? Last year Jews were still arguing the case for staying in the Labour Party. This year, it 
takes the Equality and Human Rights Commission to decide whether that Party has criminally 
broken the law and is racist. Antisemitism is cyclical. It started in Egypt and it still happens here, 
around us, in the very places we continue to toil in and work for. The freedom which we seek 
from the tyranny of antisemitism is the dignity to be supported by our co-citizens in rooting out 
Jew haters. Has this been forthcoming? Not generously, no. When our ancestors came out of 
Egypt, they faced the trek in the desert with no-one but themselves. They complained to God and 
said, ‘’Is God amongst us?’. It seems that the harshness of their sufferings spoke to them in their 
heads, questioning their surreal life. But the same voice was telling them not to give up. We are a 
people who never give up on our mission. Some do it by fight, others by flight to another place 
where we can still be Jewish and be proud of it. Thousands of French Jews make Aliyah each 
year to escape anti-Jewish hatred and attacks. This has not happened here, and hopefully never 
will. However, as Jews, no matter how much we fall in love with the country in which we live, we 
must be prepared to move at the drop of a hat. Many Jews in the Old World kept an overcoat and 
knapsack by the door in case of the Messiah arriving unexpectedly. Nowadays we might have a 
passport at the ready, or where possible hold one passport or more. This is not fatalistic. This is 
the preparedness of both caution, awareness of danger  and hope, the main sustenance of a 
people in distress.  

For this reason, since the dawn of Jewish time, the Torah describes how we should appear at the 
Seder and eat the Passover food: “Thus shall you eat it; your loins girded, your shoes on your 
feet, your walking stick in your hand; eat it quickly. This is the Passover of the Lord”. Nowadays 
we might opt for a smart set of festive wear, but custom is still to dress in period costume for the 
evening. The Seder is a theatre designed to inspire the atmosphere of anticipation and 
immediacy of God’s guiding presence at the time of our liberation. The Passover is not a one-
time event. We should discuss at the Seder and reflect how our own experiences and those of 
our parents and relatives mirrors the Exodus: the Spanish and Portuguese Inquisitions, the 
Eastern European and Russian pogroms, nationalist Arab Farhudeen uprisings, Nazi 
persecution, the British Mandate policies limiting entry of Jews into Palestine – to name only a 
few. The projection of ancient histories onto our own lives fulfils the central obligation of the 
Haggadah: “In each generation, one is obligated to see himself as if he came out of Egypt”. By 
placing one’s self in the shoes of the refugee and the fleeing slave, we can empathise with others 
in our society having to live a life of impermanence. It is the Passover homecoming which 
changes the perception of the previous thirty days since Purim fest. In those thirty days of 
preparation every participant-to-be plans his or her Seder.  

An appeal: is anyone motivated after reading this to call me, so you can volunteer with the 
homeless or accompany me on a hospital ward visit? I see homeless people and I remember the 
accounts of our ancient Egyptian Hebrew ancestors and ancestresses who strove to ask God and 
then thank Him for having listened. Ishmael is the lad in the story, Isaac the semi-active 
herdsman and we commoners the blessing for them. May this Pesach bring blessing to all our 
families and may our visions prosper, and may we always be reminded to sit at our tables with 
those less fortunate than us.  

Chag Sameach, Rabbi Ariel Abel  
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PESACH MESSAGE  
FROM OUR SENIOR WARDEN 
 
I love Pesach. It may be preceded by lots of cleaning and 
stressing but, for me, it’s a real festival, in the true sense of the 
word. Families come together from up and down the country and 
we celebrate our freedom with those we love most. And where 
better to celebrate than at Princes Road?! Every year, Edward 
Marks and the choir sing our beautiful melodies and we feel 
grateful that we can come and hear them (and join in!) in such a 
special shul. Whether you love matzah or hate it, Pesach always 
leaves a lasting impression. 

The Honorary Officers and Trustees join me in wishing you and 
your family a most enjoyable Pesach and we look forward to 
seeing you in shul. 

Saul Marks : Senior Warden 

 
POPULAR HEBREW CLASSES 
Run by Rabbi Abel 

‘Hebrew Hour’ (10 a.m. – 12 noon on Sunday mornings) 
has proven itself a success, with a constant attendance of 
twelve pupils through the first term. The second term has 
a consolidated group of seven or eight eager learners 
persisting with a solid grounding of Hebrew grammar 
exercises supplemented with Modern Hebrew 
conversation and articles of interest. Saul Marks, on 
seeing the studious activity, said that he had not seen the 
shul so busy in many years!  

If you would like to attend classes or need more 
information, Tel: 0151 709 3431  Email: lohc1@aol.com   

 
 
SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS 
Half or full page advertisements are available in this magazine. We can either accept 
your artwork or do a smart basic layout for you. And we don't charge the earth for the 
space. Please contact the shul office or the editor for more details. Any income received 
from advertising will defray our own printing and posting expenses. This all makes sense 
as otherwise, the printing of this magazine is a drain on the shul's resources. Similarly if 
you would like to sponsor the whole edition or just a page, or be one of its patrons, we 
can record the fact.  We are also looking for a volunteer to take over the sales 
department of the magazine and book advertisements, sponsorship and patronage and 
send out the invoices. We only go to print twice a year so it won't take a lot of your time. 
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BACK PAGE STORY 
Giants walk by the shul 

Over the weekend of 4th October 2018 a company called Royal de Luxe who are based 
in Nantes in Northern France brought their giant mechanized marionettes over to 
Liverpool. This was the third time this troupe had visited the city to thrill the crowds. Their 
characters not only tell a story but parade through the streets stopping along the way to 
perform entertaining street theatre. The huge puppets are suspended from industrial 
sized mechanical cranes with each limb and facial expression manipulated by a team of 
puppeteers who they call Lilliputians. The Giants attracted a crowd of over a million 
people both local and those who travelled from far and wide.  

For the first time the Giants performed their shows in the suburbs as well as in numerous 
locations around the city centre. This included the beach at New Brighton and in Princes 
Park. Their route from the latter took them along Princes Boulevard past the shul.  

While the Giants have brought enormous trade to the city over their three visits, they 
have announced that this would not only be their last visit to Liverpool but probably the 
last of its type anywhere. No doubt their creator Jean-Luc Courcoult will invent a new 
spectacular show to take to some lucky city somewhere around Europe, but what will 
Liverpool do next to follow this spectacular event? 

The photographs on the back page were taken by Robert Swerdlow and the two below 
were taken by shul administrator Petula Nevitt.  
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COVER STORY : OUR BEAUTIFUL TILES 
Together takes a closer look at the tiles in the shul entrance lobby. 

 

At the entrance to the shul, the front lobby floor is covered in ceramic tiles in an attractive 
design reflecting Greek Key and other Mediterranean styles. At the foot of the twin doors 
into the main shul area is an inscription in Hebrew which reads “Boruch Atah b’voecha” 
and translates as, “in your coming.”  The whole sentence reads “ Blessed are you in your 
coming.”  Another way of showing our welcome. 
 
The remaining patterns throughout the lobby floor contain several Stars of David motifs 
which have fascinated congregants and visitors alike for years. We have to thank the 
shul’s architects the Audsley Brothers for the floor design but we can assume that the 
shul’s building advisory committee probably copied the idea of specifying not only tiles 
supplied by Mintons, one of the country’s fashionable manufacturers, but those to the 
highest and longest lasting quality. They might have been inspired by the Minton tiles in 
numerous churches or those on the floor of the grand hall at St Georges Hall, built 
around the same period. But there the similarity ends. Our builders had the good sense 
to specify and install tiles where the colour is solid throughout the tile. This means that no 
matter how much wear and tear the tile is subjected to, you keep coming back to the 
original colour throughout the tile. Unlike the painted tiles at St Georges Hall, the pattern 
on our tiles cannot be worn away. This probably makes them even more important than 
those at St Georges Hall. A point our tour guides do not fail to mention during their 
conducted tours of the shul.   
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The 30,000 Minton tiles on the floor of the main hall in St Georges Hall (photo above) 
were designed to reflect the city’s wealth and stature. The floor is said to be the best 
example of an installation of Minton tiles in the world. However the particular type of tiles 
they used were those where the colour pattern and design was only painted on the 
surface of the solid, self coloured pottery tile. This meant that if they were walked and 
danced on as often as it was originally planned, they would soon wear out and be 
destroyed. And so to preserve them, so that they could be shown off to future 
generations of Liverpudlians, they had to install a substantial false timber floor on top of 
the tiles, on top of which they placed modular sections of aesthetic timber flooring. All of 
this gets lifted and removed when the tiles go on show a couple of times each year. 
Photo above. Can you imagine the effort required to lift and store all that material.  

Mintons was a major ceramics manufacturing company, originated with Thomas Minton 
(1765 – 1836) the founder of "Thomas Minton and Sons," who established his pottery 
factory in Stoke-on-Trent in 1793, producing earthenware. He formed a partnership, 
Minton & Poulson, c.1796, with Joseph Poulson who made bone china from c.1798 in his 
new near-by china pottery. When Poulson died in 1808, Minton carried on alone, using 
Poulson's pottery for china until 1816. He built a new china pottery in 1824. The products 
are more often referred to as "Minton", as in Minton china. The Minton factory in the 
centre of Stoke was rebuilt and modernised after the Second World War by the then 
managing director, J. E. Hartill, a great-great-great grandson of Thomas Minton. The 
tableware division was always the mainstay of Minton's fortunes and the post 1950 
rationalisation of the British pottery industry took Mintons into a merger with Royal 
Doulton Tableware Ltd. By the 1980s Mintons was only producing a few different shapes 
but still employed highly skilled decorators.  The factory and Minton Museum, was 
demolished in 2002 as part of rationalisation within the Royal Doulton group. Royal 
Doulton was taken over in turn by the Waterford Wedgwood group in January 2005.  As a 
result of these changes, the valuable ceramics collection has been kept together and 
transferred to the City of Stoke-on-Trent museum in 2015.                    Ed. 
 
TEN COURSES 
From an anonymous reader 
 
Dear Editor, I was fascinated by the menu on page 17 of the Rosh Hashanah edition of 
Together. I believe the banquet to which the article referred was one in the community 
held at St Georges Hall.  Is there a list of attenders?  I expect it was an all-male event. 
 
With a magnifying glass I studied the food and drink lists. At todays’ prices a bottle of 
Chateau d’ Yquem can cost from £150 to £400 depending on the vintage. This got 
interesting: I looked up today’s prices of the other wines and came to a total of around 
£50 a head for a glass of each on the list and they probably all had refills. 
 
Add to that the very appealing ten courses and you could estimate the food alone costing 
well over £100 a head. I wonder who the caterer might have been to deliver a menu of 
this complexity.  They certainly knew how to enjoy themselves. 
 
PLAYING AROUND WITH WORDS 
Aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at an Elingsh uinervtisy, it deosn't mttaer in 
waht oredr the ltteers in a wrod are, the olny iprmoetnt tihng is taht the 
frist and lsat ltteer is in the rghit pclae. The rset can be a toatl mses and 
you can sitll raed it wouthit a porbelm. Tihs is bcuseae our birans do not raed 
ervey lteter by istlef but the wrod as a wlohe. 
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TOGETHER MAGAZINE 
This magazine is only circulated to Princes Road Shul members. It’s a way of keeping 
you in the circle with news, announcements, articles of interest, reports etc. If you would 
like to contribute an article on a topic you think would interest other members or a letter 
expressing your views about what goes on in Shul, then please drop us a line together 
with photographs and graphics if appropriate, preferably by email so that we don’t have 
to decipher and type from handwritten notes. Please send them to the Shul office or 
direct to the editor at michael@swerdlow.co.uk    

Any articles sent in to be considered for inclusion for the Rosh Hashanah 2019 edition 
must be received by the editor no later than seven weeks before the festival to guarantee 
inclusion. Shul officers and the magazine editor reserve the right to edit or omit material 
sent in if space does not permit or is unsuitable for publishing. All facts, opinions and 
statements appearing in this magazine are those of the writers and editors themselves, 
and are in no way those of the Shul or its officers. Information in Together is gathered 
from sources considered to be reliable, but the accuracy of the information cannot be 
guaranteed. All original material created specifically for this magazine becomes the 
copyright property of the Liverpool Old Hebrew Congregation and should not be copied 
without the prior permission in writing of the LOHC.     
 
 

MAKING THE GLASGOW STYLE 
A new exhibition coming to the Walker Art Gallery 
 
Be sure not to miss the exhibition currently on at the Walker 
Art Gallery which started 15th March and will run to 26th 
August on the work of the Glasgow architect and designer 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh. This exhibition will span his 
lifetime (1868–1928) and his contemporaries, exploring the 
movement that became known as The Glasgow Style. 

The Glasgow Style refers to the design and decorative arts 
centred around the work by teachers, students and graduates 

of the Glasgow School of Art produced between about 1890 and 1920. 

Glasgow was the birthplace of the only Art Nouveau ‘movement’ in the UK and its style 
made ripples internationally. The exhibition presents objects from Glasgow Museums and 
the Mitchell Library and Archives as well as loans from private and public collections. 
About 250 objects are on display across the full spectrum of media, including stained 
glass, ceramics, mosaic, metalwork, furniture, stencilling, embroidery, typography, 
graphics, books, interiors and architecture.  

The above photo of a window in one of the Mackintosh tea rooms was taken by the 
Together editor on a trip last year to Glasgow to look at the Glasgow College of Art 
during its renovation in between its two destructive fires and the Mackintosh exhibition at 
the Kelvin Hall Museum. One of the exhibits at the Walker is a set of Mackintosh’s 
drawings when he put in a bid to design the Liverpool Anglican Cathedral. He failed to 
reach the second stage of selection for a building that would have been the biggest 
commission in his career.  
 
Take a look at the video clip at 
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/walker/exhibitions/mackintosh/index.aspx 
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THE INDUCTION OF RABBI ARIEL ABEL 

 
Was it Lady Bracknell who said, “To be inducted once as a Rabbi of Princes Road Shul 
would have been a mitzvah. To have been inducted twice was a mechaiyeh.” Either way, 
we were all delighted as there was a large turnout on Sunday 25th November 2018 to 
witness the induction into office of our beloved Rabbi Ariel Abel as a minister of the 
Congregation.  

The service which was conducted by Ariel’s fellow army chaplain Rabbi Reuben 
Livingstone, comprised a selection of prayers and psalms sung beautifully by our 
chazzan Edward Marks accompanied by our wonderful choir under the direction of Neil 
Nevitt with the organ played by Ruth Raisman.  Rabbi Livingstone pronounced  a 
blessing on Rabbi Abel followed by addresses from both rabonim. Refreshments were 
served after the service in the shul annexe.  
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A NEW DATABASE OF JEWISH  
FIRST WORLD WAR SOLDIERS 
Another fascinating event at the shul 

An excellent event took place in the Synagogue on Monday 26th November 2018 which 
was attended by several dignitaries including Peter Woods the High Sheriff of 
Merseyside. The event was a joint venture of the JLGB and AJEX who have 
commissioned a small team of historians to create a website  www.jewsfww.uk  that 
describes and illustrates the contribution by Jewish soldiers in the First World War.  The 
project which is titled, “British Jews in the First World War - We were there too,” 
comprises photographs and other fascinating graphics sent in by contributors who have 
found out about the project from attending such presentations. The fascinating project 
encourages people around the country to search their family albums and send in more 
material and stories. The project is under the direction of its senior consultant Alan Fell. 
One its regional team members based at JLGB in Manchester is Rodney Ross who used 
to be one of the popular youth workers at Harold House in Dunbabin Road. 

The professionally presented evening included 
projected examples of the website, followed by 
several people in the audience who were asked 
to read out WW1 letters and poetry etc.  The 
website includes biographies of each soldier 
listed together with family information and a map 
showing where he was born and lived, which 
regiment he fort in and the battle. In the event of 
the soldier being killed, the website shows where 
he died and is buried. The evening was rounded 

off with prayers, a reading of the names of our synagogue members who fell in the war, 
candle lighting, the last post and two minutes silence. Part of the atmosphere for the 
evening was created by the parade of local JLGB members who stood closely together to 
form a narrow corridor through which people walked between the foyer and their seats. 
Photo below. One of the soldiers highlighted in the presentation was LOHC member 
Lionel Barnard. 
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The team which also includes researcher Susan Gordon are very keen to make return 
visits to Liverpool with their travelling road show, an exhibition, more presentations 
including those for year 9 school pupils and reminiscence sessions for senior citizens. 
They will also produce a 3D augmented reality depiction of life in the trenches. They 
hope that they will be invited to put on one of their presentations for our community’s 
Forum group. The team took away with them a copy of the wonderful booklet produced 
by Saul Marks on members of the LOHC who fought in both wars which they found most 
impressive and will ask if this can be put into their website. If you would like more 
information about the project please email contactus@jewsfww.uk                   Ed. 

Photos: Arnold Lewis taking part in the Princes Road Shul presentation: Among the 
audience and guests at the event were, left to right in the photo, Paula Kitching Project 
Historian, Michelle Hayward, President of the Merseyside Jewish Representative Council 
Councillor, Martin Newman Chairman of AJEX, Councillor Garry Millar, Cllr Christine 
Banks Lord Mayor of Liverpool, Peter Woods, Sheriff of Liverpool and his partner Mr 
Francis Ryan (in bowler hat) Rabbi Ariel Abel in his Army Chaplain uniform.   

JEWISH MUSEUM FRANKEN, FÜRTH, GERMANY 
Alan Swerdlow visits this beautiful museum 

Fürth is close to the city of Nürnberg (Nuremberg) in Franconia, a state that has over 
twenty places of Jewish interest. With international funding, in May 2018 a beautiful new 
building was opened next door to the original Jewish museum housed in a carefully 
renovated half-timbered 18th century domestic property. (photo1) The conversion work on 
the old building includes some good modern detailing: the colour scheme is plain grey 
and white allowing the objects on display to shine out. Clear information and object labels 
are in German and English. 

There are other Jewish museums in southern Germany but this is the biggest. It was my 
second visit in five years and a very moving experience. Fürth had the largest Jewish 
community in the region. In the 19th century almost one in four inhabitants of Fürth was 
Jewish but not one synagogue remains, just a memorial stone as a reminder in what 
used to be the centre of the synagogue district. When Rabbi Dr Isaak Loewi arrived in 
1831 he became the spearhead of emancipation and had his synagogue converted and 
launched a reform of services. The town also had an orphanage, hospital, secondary 
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school and a large cemetery. The yeshiva dated from 1606. Fürth was also famous for its 
book printing office. A conducted tour takes you past several fine communal buildings 
now being put to new use. The community has re-established itself after almost total 
destruction during WWII. 

The museum has a wide range of interesting items and features on distinguished and 
philanthropic community leaders. In the basement of the museum is a well-preserved 
mikva and at the top of the building is a sukkah with a roof that can be slid open (photo2). 

Many of the items on display have been donated by members of families that used to live 
in the town whose most famous citizen was Henry Kissinger born there in 1923. In the 
photograph of one of the museum installations you might just spot a shofar – you can 
press a button to hear the sound. (photo3) The case on the left has a number of 
Chanukia – one, in red wire, is in the form of a fire engine. 

The splendid new building all light wood and white walls, has a café, shop, meeting 
rooms, offices and a library with plenty of shelf space for new acquisitions. (photo4) Their 
quarterly brochure lists a varied programme of temporary exhibitions, talks and activities 
for adults and children - two groups were there during my visit. Art works by Dagmar 
Buhr lettered in the plaster decorate the walls one of which also displays a list of donors 
from around the world, including the UK. 

AS. December 2018 
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A HOUSE IN LIVERPOOL REVEALS ITS WARTIME SECRET  
How the Liverpool Jewish community played its part with Kindertransport 

As a war time baby growing up in the 1940s, I soon became familiar with the various  
signs that the Second World War had come to Liverpool; I played among the broken 
masonry on bomb sites, saw the large lettering EWS on the side of buildings indicating 
the location of an Emergency Water Supply, the remnants of air raid shelters, 
undeveloped city centre bomb sites, prefabs, sawn off iron railings, and even the Home 
Guard pill boxes in the garden of Allerton Towers and on the New Chester Road at Port 
Sunlight.  And yet I only found out in February 2018 about a house, near where I spent 
my formative years, that it had a fascinating war time story. 

I lived in Mannering Road Aigburth, between Sefton and Princes Parks, from 1948 to 
1961 during which time I would have walked or cycled up and down adjacent Linnet Lane 
countless times. I even regularly visited friends who lived in the grand old Victorian 
houses in the same road. But I never realized that a house in Linnet Lane was used as a 
hostel to house 42 Jewish children who came over to England on the Kindertransport. 

They were pupils of the Yavneh, a private Jewish Reform 
Grammar and Secondary Modern School for boys and girls 
based in Cologne in Germany founded in 1919.  By 1932 it’s 
head teacher Dr Erich Klibansky (photo right) started taking in 
children from across the region who were being expelled from 
state schools by the Nazis. Dr Klibansky was keen that studies 
included English and he and his colleagues prepared their 
pupils for the ‘Cambridge School Certificate’ in anticipation for a 
life beyond Germany.  By 1938 it was clear that the school was 
doomed under the Nazis but Dr Klibansky was already geared up to try and save the 
entire school and move it England.  He was able to put his plan into practice in 1939 by 
ensuring that 130 children and young people were taken to England on four 
Kindertransports.  Some were rescued as entire classes and were initially housed in 
specially prepared ‘Yavneh Hostels’ in London, Manchester and Brighton. The Jewish 
community in Liverpool agreed to take 42 of the pupils in a house owned by a member of 
the community at 19 Linnet Lane, which runs between Ullet Road and Lark Lane and 
backs onto Sefton Park, and quickly converted it into a hostel. It must have been 
comforting for the children to be safe together with classmates and friends amidst the 
traumatic experience of leaving behind parents, families and everything familiar.   

Little had been known about the history of the house for all 
these years until a group of enthusiasts including Wayne 
Cassar and Diane Hynes of the Lark Lane Housing Co-
operative Community Centre uncovered and researched 
the history of the house and encouraged their local St 
Michaels Ward Councillors Tom Crone and Anna Key to 
place a plaque on the front of the house. They invited a 
group from the Merseyside Jewish Representative Council 
to attend the unveiling ceremony on 25th February 2018. 
Photo below. I was privileged to be invited to join the little 

group on that sunny afternoon and relate to the gathering how I lived just over the road 
for 13 years, had walked or cycled passed the house every day but, like many others, 
never knew of its amazing history.  Others who addressed the group included Councillor 
Crone, Eric Cohen who shared his mother’s holocaust story and recited Kaddish, Rev 
Keith Hitchman the local vicar, Alderman Ron Gould and Michelle Hayward Chair of the 
Representative Council. 
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More than 10,000 children and young people were rescued between December 1938 and 
the outbreak of war in September 1939 by the Kindertransport to Great Britain. Most of 
those children were Jewish, but amongst them were also many Catholic, Protestant and 
non-denominational children of Jewish origin. 9,354 children came from Germany and 
Austria; nearly 700 children came from Czechoslovakia and more than 100 children from 
Gdansk. About 230 more children, who had originally come from Germany, were able to 
leave from Poland. They had been deported, in most cases with their families, across the 
German-Polish border to Zbaszyn / Bentschen in October 1938 by the German 
authorities, as victims of the so-called ‘Polenaktion‘  (Action against the Polish)..  

It was fascinating to learn that Liverpool was able to play its part acting as hosts to some 
of the Kindertransport children. The amazing thing is that there is little evidence to show if 
any of these young people had decided to stay and be part of the Liverpool Jewish 
community, perhaps as a result of their preparation by Dr Klibansky to be assimilated into 
English culture. However many of them still survive today and it is good to note that 
organisations like the Association for Jewish Refugees at their day centre in London 
bring Kindertransport survivors together to share their memories and maintain their 
friendships.  Read more about the Yavneh project at the extensive website,  
http://www.kindertransporte-nrw.eu/index_e.html 
Ed. 

Photograph left, taken in front of the house on February 25th 2018 
Left to Right : Eric Cohen, Hannah Marcus, Max Marcus, Councillor Anna Key, Michelle 
Hayward, Councillor Tom Crone, Alderman Eddie Clein, Chris Jones, Alderman Ron 
Gould, Michael Swerdlow, Rev Keith Hitchman. 
 

 
 
Photograph right, Pupils of the Boy’s Class with their supervisors on the steps of the  
Liverpool Yavneh Hostel at 19 Linnet Lane Liverpool L17 circa July 1940 

  
A BOOK ABOUT LIFE 
Helen launches her new book 

Shul member Helen B. Estrey has recently written a new book entitled 
'Whatever happened to Caroline,' which is a novel based on the idea that 
changing your name and identity will not necessarily enable you to escape 
from your previous life. The central character is Caroline who decides to take 
this action! Helen has published the book herself and signed copies are 
available from her direct at £8.75 by contacting 0151 352 7368. 
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DEANE ROAD CEMETERY 
An interesting new addition to the visitor centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                      
 
                                                                                                               The heritage listed, original cement rendered  
                               wall on which the new plaque has been fixed  

In an exercise lead by Communal Archivist Arnold Lewis a replica plaque has been 
installed on the wall of the visitor centre at Deane Road Cemetery. Arnold is a member of 
the team who oversaw the renovation of the cemetery in 2009 and knew that on the wall 
there were the remnants of two old stone frames in which commemorative plaques were 
once fixed. Searching the archives Arnold found the original text to the stone plaque that 
was in the frame (which the man in the photograph is measuring up) and got a local 
signwriter to replicate it in metal. The text in honor of Elias Joseph Mozley is shown 
above left with all the original punctuation and layout. Now that it is fixed maybe they will 
search for the text of the smaller plaque on the right and give it the same treatment. Elias 
Joseph Mozley belonged to the most prominent and wealthiest Jewish family in Liverpool 
of those times. He was a banker and was in partnership with his brother-in-law Israel 
Barned of Barned’s Bank. Elias's brother Charles was elected the first Jewish Mayor of 
Liverpool. Elias himself, apart from being honorary secretary to the committee which 

arranged the purchase of land for the establishment of 
Deane Road Cemetery, was elected twice as Senior 
Warden of the LOHC synagogue. 

Corner detail (left) on the corner of both stone frames 
showing the name of the original stone mason, Joseph 
Smith of Colquitt Street, whose workshop was probably 
adjacent to the 1807 synagogue close to the corner of                     
Colquitt and Seel Streets.            Ed. 

 

 מזכרת אבן
 להנעלה ונכבד פו׳מ כ׳ אליהו יוסף בן כ׳ה משה הלוי 
  שב למינחתו ביום י׳ז שבט ונקבר ביום י׳ח בשנת
  תרי׳א ל׳ק בק׳ק ניס בסרדיניא בן נ׳ה שנים במותו

 ת׳  נ׳  צ׳  ב׳  ה׳
 

SACRED  
TO THE MEMORY OF 

ELIAS JOSEPH MOZLEY; 
BORN IN LIVERPOOL, AUGUST 4. 1795,  

WHO QUITTED HIS NATIVE LAND,  
FOR THE RECOVERY OF HIS HEALTH, BUT SANK  

UNDER THE EFFECTS OF A PROTRACTED MALADY,  
AND DEPARTED THIS LIFE, AT NICE, IN SARDINIA, 

ON THE TWENTIETH OF JANUARY 1851,  
IN THE FIFTY SIXTH YEAR OF HIS AGE. 

 
ENDOWED WITH A VIGOROUS INTELLECT;  
SOUND JUDGEMENT, AND GREAT ENERGY.  

UNITED TO AN AFFECTIONATE DISPOSITION,  
AND A BENEVOLENT  HEART. 

HE DISCHARGED EVERY DUTY, WITH ZEAL, AND HONOR.  
LEAVING AN AFFLICTED WIDOW,  

BEREAVED CHILDREN,  
LOVING RELATIVES, AND ATTACHED FRIENDS,  
TO DEPLORE HIS REMOVAL FROM THIS WORLD,  

IN THE PRIME OF YEARS.  
HAVING EXERCISED EVERY USEFUL VIRTUE,  

THAT SECURED ESTEEM IN PUBLIC LIFE,  
AND ENDEARED HIM TO ALL WITHIN HIS DOMESTIC CIRCLE. 

 
AND THIS MEMENTO RECORDS; 

THAT AS AN INFLUENTIAL, AND LEADING MEMBER  
OF THE HEBREW CONGREGATION, HIS VALUABLE  

TALENTS, AND UNTIRING EXERTIONS: WERE EVER  
DIRECTED TO PROMOTE A SPIRIT OF UNION, AND TO  

AID IN THE ADVANCEMENT OF ITS VARIOUS INSTITUTIONS. 
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HOW PRINCES ROAD’S HARMONIUM   
UPSET THE CHIEF RABBI 
Linda Tragen uncovers some controversial shul records  

In August 1874, LOHC minutes recorded that a harmonium was 
purchased, for the sum of £57.15.0, and placed in the choir loft. 

A year later, August 15th 1875 : “The Chief Rabbi, Dr Adler had made objection regarding 
the playing of the Harmonium in the Synagogue on Friday evenings previous to the 
Sabbath”. 

A motion was put ………..That this meeting believes the playing of the Harmonium added 
to the solemnity of the Service and the same should continue.                                                                                                         
This motion was carried. 

September 13th 1875 :  A very long letter had been received from Rev Morris Joseph, in 
which he wrote……...” as long as a Congregation acknowledges the Chief Rabbi as its 
highest Ecclesiastic authority, it must subordinate its own desires to his ruling.  To 
recognise his jurisdiction in some matters, and to set it aside in others, appears 
inconsistent, and when it is remembered that this is a question upon which he feels very 
strongly, there will be, I’m sure, less reluctance to discontinue a practice to which he is so 
greatly opposed and which greatly at the same time is to him a source of much grief.” 

September 19th 1875 :  After considerable discussion: It was moved ………That the 
harmonium be discontinued on Friday evenings. 

It was moved as an amendment ………..That the Service on Friday evenings be 
continued as hitherto.  

The amendment was carried, and the original motion defeated. 

September 27th 1875 : Part of the letter from the Chief Rabbi himself, Dr Adler: 
“I very much regret to hear that the musical instrument is again to be used on Friday 
evening next. I feel it is my duty to point out to you that the use of a musical instrument at 
the ordinary Divine Services in the Synagogue is contrary to the usage which obtains in 
all Orthodox Synagogues.  It is also to be apprehended that on some occasions the 
instrument may be played after dark when Sabbath has already commenced.” 

Gist of reply to Dr Adler: The playing of the harmonium has been introduced for upwards 
of twelve months without eliciting any comments either from the ministers or the 
congregation. 

Its introduction has resulted in an enlarged number of worshippers, particularly among 
the younger members of our Holy Faith, an increase in devotional feeling and an 
enhancement of the solemnity of the Service. 

The harmonium has never been played either on Sabbath or Festivals, nor is it the 
intention so to do.  

November 3rd 1875 : Part of Dr Adler’s response:   “……….there is much reason to fear 
that if you persist in this innovation other Congregations will likewise introduce 
unauthorised changes, and cite you as an example of having made an important 
alteration in the mode of Synagogue worship without my sanction having been obtained, 
and of such alteration having been retained although I had expressed my disapproval of 
it…..” 
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After some considerable discussion, a motion was put,  ….… That in deference to the 
wishes of the Chief Rabbi, the Harmonium be no longer be played on the Friday 
evenings 

This time, the motion was carried (but only by 7 votes to 5)  At last, after three months of 
heated debate, the harmonium fell silent on Friday evenings. 

Several things in this saga still have a familiar ring:-                                                                 
The desire to find means to attract more (young) people to our services.                                                       
The widely divergent, and firmly held views of shul committee members !                  LG. 

 
AS BOLD AS BRASS 
Our Neir Tomid sparkles again 

In our Rosh Hashana 2011 edition of 
Together we featured the Neir Tomid 
eternal light hanging in front of the 
Oren Kodesh Ark.  It was installed in 
1874 as a gift with the dedication 
inscription, “ A thanksgiving by Mrs 
David Lewis on the twentieth 
anniversary of her marriage. In 
remembrance of her parents. In love 
of her husband and in gratitude to 
almighty God. September 6th 1874”   

In spite of regular maintenance, 
cleaning and tender loving care by 
Eddie our caretaker plus its 
conversion from an oil lamp into a 
battery operated flickering candle, we 
recently decided it was time to get it 
cleaned by professionals. You will 
remember that a local company 
cleaned our floor standing chanuka 
menorah and although they did a 
grand job, they didn’t want paying for 
the work. So we took our brass lamp 
to them and they cleaned it up to a 
wonderful finish which now glistens. 
Once again this wonderful local 
company refused any payment.  

MORE BRASS 
A special and most deserving award  

On Sunday 25th December a special presentation was 
made to Senior Warden Saul Marks and Junior Warden 
Peter Grant to recognize their services to the synagogue. 
The award was a brass candle snuffer to be used on 
special occasions in the synagogue particularly when 
lighting the Chanukah candles.   
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AND THEY ALL SANG HALLELUJAH 
Reflections of Leonard Cohen 

Another full house, successful concert 
took place on Sunday October 28th 2018 
when the celebrated singer Keith James 
performed a programme of songs written 
and made famous by the late Leonard 
Cohen. Keith who writes his own poetry 
and songs introduced each of the Cohen 
songs ranging from the popular hit 
‘Suzanne’ to ‘First we take Manhattan’ 
and ‘Bird on a Wire.’ Some of the songs 
had Cohen’s regular references to his 
Judaism. Keith concluded his 
performance with the audience joining in 
with the haunting song ‘Hallelujah.’  

 
A CONCERT OF STORIES IN SONG 
Daniel Cainer entertains 

Princes Road Synagogue 
staged another in its successful 
series of concerts held in the 
synagogue on Sunday 13th 
January 2019 in which award 
winning humourist Daniel 
Cainer gave a generous 
performance of his own Jewish 
themed songs. His highly 
entertaining routine included 
several autobiographical tales 
and stories set to song, some 
irreverent, others sentimental 
but all very warm and 
whimsical. Using visual aids, 
film clips, videos and sound 
effects and all accompanied by 

his accomplished piano playing, Daniel took us on a musical tour of Jewish culture and 
his world travels. Among those about his family, he revealed that he was related to tailors 
Montague Burton. His style was a mixture of Gilbert O’Sullivan, Tom Learer, Jake 
Thackray and WS Gilbert in a voice reminiscent of Mike Batt. His witty musical 
monologues included phrases like “You won’t find Hayzooce in the Jewish Whose 
Hooce.’ Or likening the hole in a bagel to the Yiddisher Neshama. Another song gave an 
account of Daniel’s recent concert in Germany. Daniel’s routine ended singing a duet 
with a video of his father projected on a screen. 70 people attended the concert which 
was sponsored by shul member David Crosby with the net proceeds going into the 
Synagogue’s building maintenance fund. As with previous concerts there were many in 
the audience for whom this was their first visit to the Synagogue and who found the 
architecture as fascinating as the concert: Note the pun on the name of the keyboard. 
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AND FOR HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 
On Sunday 27th January 2019, in front of an audience 
of 170, Princes Road Synagogue in Liverpool staged 
an evening performance of two short plays as part of 
its Holocaust Memorial Commemorations. Reader 
Edward Marks recited memorial prayers, a candle 
was lit, the lights were dimmed and actress Kimberley 
Athawes took the audience back to Auschwitz through 
the eyes of Austrian violinist Alma Maria Rose in a 
striking but moving monologue entitled ‘Music for Life’ 
written by Shul member and chorister Karen Kennedy 
whose writing was inspired by her visit in 2015 to the 
concentration camp. Kimberley brought to life how 
Alma directed an orchestra of female prisoners who 
played for their captors in order to stay alive. The 
spellbinding atmosphere was enriched with 
melancholic cello solos played by shul member 
Jonathan Stone and beautiful hymns sung by the shul 
choir accompanied on keyboard by Ruth Raisman. 

In the evening’s second play entitled ‘Stolen her Innocence’ written by Aaron Furman 
actress Lydia Cashman in the part of Bosnian Amra Dautovic who fled the war torn 
country in the 1990s as a child refugee, arrives in the UK unable to speak a word of 
English but has to quickly fit in to survive. Lydia’s upbeat and charming performance is 
still able to describe the harrowing days of the Bosnian war. The proceeds of the event 
went to the important Holocaust Educational Trust in a week when newspapers reported 
that there are still far too many young people in the UK who know little about the 
Holocaust or firmly believe it didn’t even happen.    

Photo above: Cellist Jonathan Stone and actress Kimberley Athawes in the play Music 
For Life. Photo below:  Actress Lydia Cashman 

  
These three events were the first 
utilizing the shul’s newly acquired 
modular platform staging giving the 
audience clearer elevated views of the 
performers. Thanks must go to the team 
of volunteers who come together in a 
range of tasks from front of house box 
office, security stewarding and catering 
to back of house technical rigging and 
programme printing. All under the 
coordination of Lynda Stone, Event 
Committee Chair. Without this team’s 
dedication, attention to detail and pure 
hard graft, the shul would not be able to 
put on quality events which continue to 
pull the crowds.  
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GALKOFFS PROJECT COMPLETED 
The iconic green shop façade lives on

 

The Museum of Liverpool launched the Galkoff Butcher Shop project on Thursday 25th 
October 2018. It was the final chapter of a long process of interest in it. The original 
kosher butcher shop at 29 Pembroke Place was operated by Percy Galkoff and his family 
from 1907 to 1979 and while it primarily served the Liverpool Jewish Community who 
mostly lived in that neighbourhood at that time, it also had a significant number of non-
Jewish customers who appreciated its high quality meats.  Galkoffs was not the only 
kosher butcher serving the community but it had a number of innovative features such as 
being the first domestic butcher shop in the city to install a walk-in coldroom. It was a 
regular supplier of kosher meat to the White Star and Cunard shipping lines operating out 
of Liverpool 

When the shop closed down the premises became derelict however in 2007 a small team 
of enthusiasts from within the community including local history experts Arnold Lewis and 
Michael Swerdlow and the late Naomi Kingston, together with Robert Ainsworth the then 
landlord of the remaining terrace of buildings, realised that the façade of the shop had 
particular architectural and cultural importance as well as bearing witness to the once 
thriving community in this neighbourhood. Liverpool Culture Company were also keen to 
see the façade protected and although the shop was not listed, English Heritage gave it 
their ‘spot-listing’ status. There were no funds to preserve or even rescue the shop but at 
least the team decided to erect a timber hoarding to protect the frontage. To prevent this 
becoming an open invitation for poster and flyer stickers, they thought of the idea of 
commissioning a local artist Donna Berry to work with Kind David pupils to design a 
graphic display with captions and cartoons portraying the history of the community with 
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the help of the team’s historians. The hording remained intact for many years without any 
signs of daubings, vandalism or graffiti.  

In due course the University of Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine served a 
compulsory purchase order on the terrace for its development programme and therefore 
the fate of the famous green tiled façade would be in the hands of a demolition gang. 
Fortunately the Museum of Liverpool took an interest in the façade which would 
compliment other items of interest in its existing Jewish Trail. With a Heritage Lottery 
Fund grant, the museum director appointed Poppy Learman to act as one of the curators 
of a new exhibit in which a specialist contractor would painstakingly remove all the tiles 
and assemble them in a shop front structure in the museum. (photo) The exhibit would 
also highlight the fact that the terrace behind the shop included a Victorian Court dwelling 
which had as much historic importance as the shop. They are now the centre piece of 
‘The Secret Life of Pembroke Place.’ The exhibit tells the story in a video of the Galkoff 
family plus recorded audio sound bytes by members of the community recalling their 
memories of Jewish owned shops and businesses in the city. Poppy is the daughter of 
Lynn and the late Jeff Learman. To find out more about this interesting piece of Liverpool 
culture go to liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/galkoff and wwwlgalkoff.com 
Ed. 

 

BITTER SWEET 
Although we always enjoy both seder nights at home with our family and friends, we had 
always wanted to go away for the remaining days of Pesach so some years ago we 
booked to go away to a kosher hotel in Madrid. We decided to travel from Manchester on 
the Spanish Iberia Airlines. The flight was smooth and comfortable with impeccable 
service with lots of attention to detail, for example the kosher meal we had prebooked 
and served on our flights. The main course was a generous portion of both chopped and            
boiled and chopped and fried fish balls served with a sachet of horseradish and beetroot 
sauce. Absolutely delicious.  

After settling into the hotel on Plaza Santa Cruz we were soon wandering around the 
beautiful city centre including coffee on the Plaza Mayor. Back in time for dinner and to 
select their delicious gefilte fish with all the trimmings. However we were surprised they 
didn’t serve horseradish and beetroot sauce as standard. When we asked the waiter to 
bring some, we received a sort of Andrew Sachs “Que?” No amount of miming or 
gestures brought any results. It was clear the sauce was not on the menu which we 
found odd for a kosher hotel.  

At a kosher city centre restaurant the next day we asked for the same sauce only to 
receive the same vague response. When we asked the maître d’hotel if they had a jar, 
again, he was completely unable to satisfy us. We did try one or two times more to get 
hold of the sauce but without success. It was not until our flight home and, once again, 
with our fish balls, were we served with the delicious horseradish in beetroot sauce. And 
so we have come to the conclusion that the chrain in Spain stays mainly on the plane.      
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THE BIBLE MUST BE TRUE, THEY FOUND THE TEA SET 
Paul Lawrence delivers a convincing revelation of biblical archaeology 

On Sunday 7th 
October 2018 Shul 
member Edward 
Rosenfield 
introduced his 
colleague Dr Paul 
Lawrence of 
Liverpool University 
who delivered a 
fascinating talk 
entitled, "Biblical 
Archaeology - what 
can we realistically 
expect from it?"  
Below is Edward’s 
report.  

 

 
The talk took place in the packed shul annexe with approximately 50 people in 
attendance.  Paul is a professional biblical archaeologist, who studied with Professor 
Kenneth Kitchen at the University of Liverpool, graduating in 1982 from the School of 
Archaeology, Classics and Egyptology. He worked on archaeological projects in Iraq 
from 1985 to 1999.  He co-authored with Professor Kitchen on “Treaty, law and covenant 
in the ancient near east,” in 2012 which provides a picture of what life was like in the 
ancient near east based on ancient legal documents discovered.  He is also the author of 
“The Lion Atlas of Bible History,” 2006 and “The Books of Moses revisited,” 2011. 

Paul’s presentation was intended as an introductory survey of Biblical Archaeology, first 
defining what archaeology is and how discovered artefacts can be classified as ‘voiced’ 
or ‘mute’.  If they are mute they tend to be everyday useful objects, however if they are 
voiced they usually bear inscriptions or drawings that tell a particular story. 

What was very interesting and staggering is that excavations to date have only been able 
to make initial inroads into what is likely to be a wealth of undiscovered evidence.  This is 
because excavations are so labour intensive and require time and great care.  For 
example, in Israel as at 1969, only 150 of some 5,000 sites discovered had been 
excavated.  Similarly, in Iraq as at 1972, only 63 of some 6,000 sites discovered had 
been excavated. 

Archaeological evidence is combined and integrated with historical and Biblical accounts 
to synthesize fitting models of how things may have transpired.  This is a task that can 
create much debate and may take many years to develop.  One reason for this is that 
only a small percentage of the available evidence has been found, another is that there is 
often a multiplicity of explanations that might fit the available evidence. What did seem 
clear was that the further back in time we study, the more difficult it becomes to date or 
prove a Biblically reported happening. 
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The discovery of Hezekiah’s tunnels and accompanying wall inscriptions, was one of the 
rare times when the archaeology provided firm proof of an event, which was a siege upon 
King Hezekiah by the army of Sennacherib in 701 BCE. 

Another proof of the existence of the prophet Jeremiah and his team of helpers and 
followers, was the discovery of their imprinting seals dated at 586 BCE. 

Nehemiah’s account of his encounters with opposition culminating in a siege upon 
Jerusalem, dated at 445 BCE, mentions a number features that have been located: A 
silver inscribed bowl and evidence of multiple post-siege repairs to the city walls in 
Jerusalem dated to this time.   There has also been the discovery of a correlating 
account in an Egyptian papyrus document, dated later at 401 BCE. 

It was a colourful talk with accompanying visuals. Questions were invited afterwards, 
followed by refreshments.  It was clear that many in our audience were interested in 
attending future talks on Biblical Archaeology.  Some who attended were academics, with 
a roughly equal mix of Jewish and non-Jewish people. It was most encouraging to see 
the interest and there are more talks being arranged with Paul for 2019 and beyond.  
 

PICTURE FROM THE PAST 
Another in our series of old archive photographs 

 
In the Rosh 
Hashana 2011 
edition of 
Together we 
showed a 
picture of the 
houses at the 
park end of 
Princes 
Avenue. We 
came across 
another old 
photograph, 
date unknown, 
taken more or 
less from the 
same angle, 
showing in the 
background the 

old St Pauls (?) 
church on the corner of Kingsley Road – now demolished and occupied by flats - and 
road works on the roundabout in the foreground. A clue to the date is the 1950s double 
decker bus approaching the roundabout.  Another interesting feature is the tramline to 
the left, curving from Devonshire Road into Princes Road and its twin track coming 
through a gap in the roundabout curving to the bottom of the picture. Shame about those 
trams.  We did once learn that until they laid electric cables in the street specifically for 
the trams, there was no electricity in Princes Road which meant the shul was not only 
heated but lit, by gas.  
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LET’S GET TOGETHER 
The Together Interview :  Editor Michael Swerdlow chats to Philip Canter  

How far back does your family go as members of the shul? 
 
I think about 1947 though it may be earlier than that as both my 
father's parents are buried in Broadgreen. I think when I was born we 
were members of Childwall as my father was the first chairman of 
that shul. But I think we moved to Princes Road when we lived in 
Rodney street. We were only at that address for a couple of years 
but continued our membership even though we moved to the 
suburbs. My barmitzvah was in 1950 and we were then living in 
Menlove Gardens South. Incidentally the reception/kiddish after the 

barmitzvah was over the road in Silverbeck House or Zion House. It was a special day 
more for the guests because I was competing with The Grand National and a Cup Semi-
Final match between Liverpool and Everton. 
 
What memories do you have of coming to shul in your younger days and who  
were some of the personalities and heroes who attended? 

I am afraid I was not a regular attenders on Shabbat. I went to Liverpool College and 
there were lessons on Saturday morning (It was the same with at least two of my school 
friends, Ivor Bennett and Peter Ross). When I did go I sat behind the pillar on the second 
row where Maurice Levine used to sit. The row in front was full of celebrities; Bertie 
Benas, George Bean (later a High Court Judge), Jack Tarsh and his sons Michael and 
Nick, Harry Carr and his sons Cyril (later Lord Mayor) and Malcolm. My favourite, 
however, was Mark Shock, who was an eccentric tailor/cyclist who walked to shul from 
his home in Kensington on Yom Kippur with two pipes full of tobacco ready for the home 
journey. The atmosphere was always dignified and solemn and more people walked to 
Shul as many still lived in the Smithdowm Road/Ullet Road area and those who did come 
by car did so more apologetically than today. I don't recall security patrols for the cars. 
 
And what about the shul' s traditions? 
 
I'm glad we don't do duchaning (it would hardly be possible anyway today) And I have 
always been happy with a mixed choir and join in with the singing.  I am so disappointed 
in those who make such an issue of this and won't even come if the choir is performing. 

Your wife, Anita, was Danish. Can you explain how you came to meet and  
something of the early days of your marriage? And her work? 

We met in Liverpool in December 1962 at my cousin Andrew Mattison's 21st birthday 
party at his home. She was working as a nursery school teacher at a Jewish Settlement 
in Stepney Green in London's East End. She had been invited to stay with Andrew's 
relatives in Ashton in Makerfield so that is why she was here. For my part I was just 
about to make my first Aliyah. We met again in Liverpool and then later in the month in 
London just before I sailed for Israel. We corresponded, and mainly because of her, I 
only stayed in Israel for four months. 

We married in Copenhagen Synagogue on March 25th 1964. This was I think only 
the second marriage ceremony performed by Denmark's young Chief Rabbi,  
Bent Melchior, who became a very close friend. (Incidentally he came to Liverpool when 
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one of his sons married Karen Abrahams at Childwall Synagogue). We lived in Liverpool 
after the wedding and joined Allerton Shul as it was close to our home. I continued in my 
legal practice but for the first year had to supplement my income by lecturing on the 
Solicitors' Finals course. Anita taught for a time at a school in Whiston and then was 
appointed as a lecturer in Nursery Education at Mabel Fletcher Technical College. She 
became well known for introducing Danish methods into the nurseries of Liverpool 
including rhythmic dancing. Eventually Anita changed her career again after getting a 
Diploma in Adult Education at Liverpool University, and she started on a very successful 
career as a psychologist and counsellor. She also, as most people know, gave many 
talks to adults and children at a number of schools in Merseyside on the rescue of the 
Danish Jews during the Second World War, she having been part of that rescue. 
She also of course published books and one can be found in our shul library. Not only did 
I love Anita dearly but I admired her enormously. 

Why did you leave Liverpool for Israel, what did you do there,  
and what made you decide to come back? 

We eventually made Aliyah in August 1986. My daughter Nina had gone a year before 
and we went together with my son Jan and my parents. For the first six months we lived 
at the absorption center in Ra'anana where we did our best to learn the language; then 
we moved to a flat in Kfar Saba. Anita did some social work mainly with Holocaust 
survivors, and then began teaching English privately. My proudest achievement was 
passing the Israel Bar exams as the questions we're in Hebrew. Fortunately you could 
answer in English ( or indeed any other language. Before qualifying I had to do Six 
months articles and I was very fortunate to do this at The Association For Civil Rights in 
Israel which turned out to be a most interesting time. We were acting for the atomic spy 
Mordechiai Vanunu, a group from a kibbutz who had gone to Rumania to speak to the 
PLO, Arab village elders who had disputes with the State and many other interesting 
cases. Afterwards I did work for a time as a lawyer in Hadera  and then some interesting 
work with Ethiopian Jews , mainly in arranging with the courts to 'fix their age' as many 
did not know when they were born. I also did some voluntary English teaching in schools 
and Anita was very involved in meetings between Jewish and Arab women, often having 
sessions in our flat and Arab villages. We eventually, however, made the decision to 
return to Liverpool. It was very difficult for me to get any proper work ( mainly because I 
was not sufficiently fluent in Hebrew), and both our children had returned to England. We 
came back here in October 1989. It was very sad that we had not succeeded, but I think 
we did a great deal in those three years. We were very involved politically in the Peace 
Movement, and we made some wonderful friends, our closest being from Iran and South 
America. 
 
You used to run a busy law practice with an office near the shul.   
What can you remember about the Toxteth Riots? 

Yes, the most satisfying time of my professional life was when I was working from the 
Rialto and after the riots from temporary accommodation and then opposite the Shul in 
Princes Road. As you know my office was completely destroyed when the whole Rialto 
complex was burnt down. (The same night in early July 1981 that Alaster Burman's 
business was also seriously damaged). For two weeks whilst many of our clients were 
being arrested we had no place to see them. We then got a portacabin right by the site 
where we managed for six months before moving to proper premises.  
We were even attacked by the Spectator magazine as being 'Fly by night solicitors who 
have set up shop on the charred site.'  We had been there ten years. I found it very 
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satisfying and mentally rewarding working with the local community in Liverpool 8. (It was 
never called Toxteth until the London media got involved). Perhaps as a second 
generation immigrant I was able to relate well to this community where all colours and 
ethnic groups mixed well. We were like a local law centre and sometimes a place of 
asylum. It was at this time that I met some fine people with whom I have remained 
friendly. For example Sunshade our senior security officer who was working with the 
probation office, and my favourite client Josie Burger, the 'Queen of Granby Street' who, 
when her Yemeni husband took her two teenage daughters to Yemen in order to sell 
them into marriage, went out there hiding her blond hair and rescued them walking with 
them for long distances in the middle of a civil war and eventually brought them to my 
office. Before the riots took place I was working closely with Margaret Simey, chair of the 
Police Committee and councillor for Granby Ward and I had a file full of 'stop and search' 
cases in which clients had been acquitted. Unfortunately I couldn't present that to the 
Public Enquiry into the riots because it was destroyed in the flames. Nor indeed was I 
ever asked for my views on the causes of the riots. 
What else can you remember about the riots? 
Well I was walking with a friend in the Lake District when it all started so I didn't hear 
anything until early in the morning from my son Jan and then my friend Gideon Bentovim 
to tell me my office was on fire and then from a client later in the morning to tell me her 
husband was due to appear in the Crown Court and we had no office and did that mean 
his case would be dropped. I was not allowed to go near the site as it was still 
smouldering. Eventually we managed to salvage about twenty per cent of the files. I 
should say that throughout this period I received a great deal of help and professional 
support from Gideon Bentovim who knew many of my black clients through his work at 
the University on community relations. For 27 years I was a part time Judge of Appeal at 
tribunals in relation to Social Security issues. 
What changes have you seen over the years in your legal work in Liverpool? 

One of the main changes is that when I first started in practice, lawyers could not 
advertise. On the criminal side there has been a great improvement in the formation of 
the Crown Prosecution Service but that was as late as 1986. We never used to have the 
benefit of DNA evidence or Police Station statements taken on tape recorders. Hand 
written statements were often suspect.  I handled a murder case when the death penalty 
was still in force - fortunately the client was acquitted. And another case of a group of 
woman CND supporters on their way to attack the Atomic Facility at Capenhurst on the 
Wirral. They were equipped with wire cutters and had hoped that the police’s attention 
would be diverted while the cup final between Liverpool and Everton was taking place on 
the same day at the same time. I’m also proud that I got people acquitted on public 
disorder charges who were in the crowd opposing the British Movement rally addressed 
by Colin Jordan at the Pier Head.  

There has also been great progress with women and people from ethnic backgrounds 
joining the profession. When we took on an articled clerk in the 1970s I was horrified to 
hear from him that we were the hundredth firm he had applied to. I was later informed 
that he was the first black articled clerk in the whole country. There are now many 
women and a growing number of people from ethnic communities. 

You are known for being politically involved on the left.  
Can you explain how this came about and some of your experiences? 
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I think it probably starts with Shishlovitz, the small town where my grandfather came 
from. It was a strongly Bundist town, so most people were supporters of the Jewish 
Union movement rather than Zionists. Then when my father stood as a Labour Councillor 
after the war I started my political career posting leaflets through doors in Broadgreen 
asking people to vote Labour for a Health Service. When I was in my teens I joined 
Habonim and Poale Zion. And then in the early 70s, Anita and I got involved in the Anti 
Nuclear and Chile Solidarity issues, and Anita particularly with Women related matters 
(she was a Greenham Common veteran). In 1973 we joined The Manchester based 
Jewish Socialist Group and that was when we met Louise and Geoff Ellman who became 
close friends. That organization did great work for a few years, particularly in the anti 
fascist field and promoting the case for Israel within the left. Unfortunately it became a 
national organization with policies and practices with which we fundamentally disagreed, 
so we all resigned (even though I was the chairman at the time) and we in Liverpool set 
up our own cultural organization which we called Jewish Socialist Action. We gave a 
series of  well attended lectures at Harold House late 1981 to early 1982, with speakers 
including Judge Henry Lachs, Philip Skelker, Edie Friedman, Benny and Gloria Pollock, 
Anita and myself. In Israel we were also politically active in the Peace Movement and we 
joined political parties and went on many demonstrations.  
 
What are your hobbies or what do you do in your spare time? 

Reading, theatre, classical music and opera, jazz, folk, cinema, Shakespeare, Jewish 
History, golf and golf history. I have played golf since the age of 12 and still play mainly 
with my friend, Michael Globe. We played together in the Boy's Championship when we 
were still at school. I am fascinated by the history of the game and have an impressive 
book collection. One downside is my experience of being refused membership of a golf 
club because I was Jewish. That was exactly the sort of thing which prompted the 
founding of Lee Park Golf Club in 1954. 
 
As for Jewish History; I took an exam in Modern Jewish History and attended a course 
of lectures at Hillel House in London. Since then I have been involved in the subject in 
Liverpool (also when I lived in Israel). I worked here for The Spiro Institute, giving talks 
and arranging events such as a Falasha Day, but had to give that up when we went on 
Aliyah. I gave a talk and showed a film about the Jewish Anarchists at Harold House and 
also to a non Jewish audience, and another talk on Shishlovitz (which I will mention in a 
minute), and have given a number of talks to our local Jewish Historical Society.  
 
What was your most embarrassing moment? 

I gave a talk at a local Jewish historic meeting at Harold House on the subject of the 
people and times of the town of Swislocz (Shishlovitz.) It was chaired by Henry Lachs. 
There was one person in the audience who actually studied at the yeshiva in the town. 
The day after the talk, I was told by Ann Lev that I had been talking about a different 
place which happened to have the same name.   

And who would you invite to a private dinner party? 

Leonard Cohen, Benjamin Disraeli, Dorothy Parker, Bernard Darwin who was the 
grandson of Charles, the poet Shelley who was a socialist and an aetheist, JH Taylor 
who won his fifth open golf championship in 1913 and whom I once met, and William 
Shakespeare who I would ask if he really wrote the plays and if not, then who did? 
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FROM YOUR FAMILY ALBUMS 
Our regular feature where we ask you to delve into your old family albums to find 
photographs of events which took place in the shul over the years.	

   From your editor: I don’t want to monopolise this 
column but while searching through my family 
photo archive to find the photograph which I put in 
the last edition of the magazine, I also came 
across this photograph of my parents at their 
wedding which took place in Princes Road Shul on 
8th August 1937. The previous photograph showed 
both my grandparents on the shul steps but for 
some reason I had not shown this one of the bride 
and groom, Esther Tenser and David Swerdlow. 
Although several members on both sides of my 
family went to Princes Road, hence the wedding 
there, I assume some of them were members of 
Hope Place Shul as a family heirloom handed 
down to me is a silver becher given to my parents 
on behalf of Hope Place.  Immediately after WW2 
my parents moved from Huskisson Street to live in 
Pitville Avenue in Allerton and they joined 
Greenbank which was the shul I went to regularly 
until my move to Princes Road around ten years    
ago. 

Please take a look in your own family albums and 
scrap books and see if you have any old photographs or other printed items connected 
with events at Princes Road Shul. Send them in to the shul and we will copy them and 
return them to you straight away. Don’t forget to give us details of the photographs, 
dates, names, events etc.   

A LETTER FROM AMERICA  
Max Kleiman’s American 1999 speech 
 
Doreen Kleiman sent in this speech which she found among the papers of her late 
husband Gerry. It was a speech made by Gerry’s brother Max at a shul event in 
Philadelphia on Friday March 13th 1999. 

I grew up in Liverpool England. Of the seven synagogues in Liverpool six were Orthodox 
and one Liberal (use of organ and men and women sat together). No synagogue had a 
parking lot because everyone walked to services in their finery. Synagogues were, and 
are, named from the street on which they were built; Russell Street, Crown Street, 
Princes Road. All of the orthodox synagogues were built with a mechitsa, to separate the 
men from the women. 

The services differed from those in the United States in the following ways. They were 
led by scholarly lay leaders with the title Reverend (they had no rabbinical smicha). There 
was no English translation in the siddur.  No page numbers are called – all were 
expected to follow the service by their knowledge of the siddur. A ‘Misha Beirach’ was 
recited after each Aliyah on Shabbat, at which time those honoured would announce a 
monetary offering to the synagogue. The Gabbai would make a mental note of each 
pledge made.  (Imagine the pledges made on the high holy days!) A special prayer for 
the Royal Family (mentioning all their names) was read before Musaph. 
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The usual Sabbath morning dress for men was a dark suit and a trilby hat. The women 
always wore black or dark clothing, always with a hat. The custom was for men not to 
wear a tallis until after marriage.  

Cheder began about the age of 6 and continued until Bar Mitzvah. Classes were five 
days a week for two hours and were for boys only. Although bible and history was 
studied, the greatest emphasis was on correct and fluent Hebrew. There was no 
continuing education after the Bar Mitzvah unless the boy elected to attend a Yeshivah 
Katanah (similar to Akiba). The Bat Mitzvah had not yet been authorized.  

In conclusion, the physical appearance of synagogues in England today are very similar 
to those in the United States. However in the west end of London certain synagogues will 
still not give an honour to a man without a hard bowler hat or a silk top hat.  

Shabbat Shalom you Americans. 

Max Kleiman.   

 
DID YOU WORK THIS ONE OUT? 
In our Rosh Hashana edition we set a puzzle about how three hotel guests seemed to 
get short changed paying their bill. A couple of our readers wrote in with the following 
explanation.  
 
THE BELLBOY RIDDLE 
Since each man has now paid $9 for the room (3 x 9 = 27), and the bellboy has $2 in his 
pocket (27 - 2 = 25), the rest of the money is in the hotel till. The trick is to realize that the 
$2 has to be subtracted from the $27, not added to it. Several websites by maths experts 
with solutions can be seen on this typical site  
Further explanations on,  http://mathforum.org/dr.math/faq/faq.missing.dollar.html 
 
CIVIC SERVICE 10th MARCH 2019 
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MORE SUCCESSFUL TOURS 
Tour Manager and Shul Officer Peter Grant reports 
 
I am very happy to report that we have enjoyed a very successful year during which the 
numbers of visitors has increased substantially and, as a result, our profits have been 
much augmented. 

More and more schools that had not previously engaged with our services, now all seem 
to be queuing up to make bookings. As predicted we have and will continue to benefit 
from those former clients of the now defunct Jewish Resource Centre. We now have four 
new guides and, thanks to Alaster Burman, we have a well run and flourishing shop. We 
are giving some thought as to whether we should accept card payments in the near 
future. 

Heritage Open Day was not as successful as we would have wished, with attendances 
down to half the number of the previous year. However a little bit of research reassured 
us that this was a general trend throughout the City and not helped by bad weather on 
the day. We will continue to offer this service without change for the foreseeable future.  

We are welcoming school groups as before but have been informed of an increase in the 
weighting of Judaism in the religious education syllabus for the next few years and would 
expect that result in more school children visiting the building. Adult visiting numbers 
remain fairly constant comprising, Church Groups, Members of U3A groups and 
Historical Societies. We provide a duty guide on the days when Cruise Ships are in port 
although we have not welcomed as many people from this source over the last 12 
months. 

Amongst our visiting groups we have received a group of Student Teachers from Hope 
University, a group of young Ordinands - trainee priests from the Anglican Cathedral and 
last week I was privileged to meet Michael Prag the great grandson of a former minister -
Reverend Professor Jacob Prag. Reverend Prag was the minister at Seel Street and 
subsequently moved to Princes Road in 1874 to be its first minister. He is buried in 
Deane Road Cemetery. We were also visited by a journalist from the Jewish Chronicle 
crafting an article on the Liverpool Jewish Community. He was extremely impressed with 
the building and fascinated by our history. 

My thanks to my team of guides, helpers and workers in the shop and not least Petula. 
We look forward to a profitable and successful year. 
PJG Tours Manager 
 

THE SHUL SHOP 
Alaster Burman reports 
The Shul Shop, or as I often refer to it as 'Our Shop' continues to do good business. It 
provides about 13% of the tours total income. Its customer base is adult visitors and 
school children. We tell the wider community we have a shop through our website and 
Allerton Synagogue did include us on their’s for many weeks, but as yet we have not had 
the response we had hoped. The shop stocks items that the kids like to buy and we keep 
gifts and souvenirs for the older visitor especially a very decent and increasing selection 
of Judaica. The shop is open Monday through till Thursday 9am till 3pm. Check us out on 
our website, www.princesroad.org  or Phone us 709 3431. Our Shop now accepts 
credit cards on purchases. 
AB. 
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SHUL NOTICE BOARD 
Some of the happy and sad events since our last magazine 
 

Social & Cultural     Biblical Archaeology Talk    October 7th 
                                Songs of Leonard Cohen Concert   October 28th 
                                Daniel Cainer Concert    January 13th  
                                Civic Service hosted by this Shul   March 10th  
 
Commemorative Event   "We Were There Too" North West Jews in WW1   October 26th 
                                         Holocaust Memorial Day Event - 2 Plays    January 27th  
 
Start of Hebrew Lessons with Rabbi Abel   November 4th 
 
Rabbi Abel Inaugeration     November 25th  
 
Chanukah Party     December 9th 
 
1st Jewish Literary Society Meeting   December 10th 
 
Pre- Purim Party      March 17th  
 
AGM        March 31st  
 
Special Celebratory Kiddush   
    Sponsored Kiddush by the Tragen Family    October 27th 
    Sponsored Celebratory Kiddush by the Burman Family  January 26th  
    Sponsored Kiddush by Roy Stone for his birthday    February 9th  
    Shabbat UK        Mar 2nd  
    
Batmitzvah 
    Olivia Stone, daughter of Jonathan & Gillian Stone    October 13th  
 
Yahzeit Kiddush 
    Anita Canter - Chava bat Tzvi dedicated by Philip Canter in memory of his wife.    October 6th 
    David Swerdlow - Dovid ben Zelick dedicated by Michael in memory of his father.    October 20th 
    Louis Pearl - Arian Lev ben Eliyahu dedicated by Geoff in memory of his father.    November 10th 
    Rachel Nevitt - Rachel bat Azriel & Louis Bubb - Leib Zvi ben Avraham Yitzchak dedicated by  
 Neil & Petula Nevitt in memory of his mother & her father.     December 8th 
    Frank Guratsky - Ephraim ben Tsvi & Victor Kay - Ze'ev Aharon ben Ya'akov Dov dedicated by 
 David Grantham & Dan Kay in memory of their fathers.     December 15th 
    Maurice Jacobs - Moshe ben Yaakov dedicated by Ruth Jacobs in memory of  
 her husband.           December 22nd 
    Ethel Canter - Esther bat Yehutiel dedicated by Philip Canter in memory of his mother. January 5th  
    Esther Swerdlow - Esther bat Yoseph dedicated by Michael Swerdlow in memory of  
 his mother.             January 12th  
    Brina Marks - Brina bat Nachum dedicated by the Marks Family in memory of Brina. February 16th  
    David Rifkin - Dovid ben Chaim dedicated by Dianne Rifkin in memory of her father. March 9th  
 
Deaths 
   Kay Fyne    March 10th  
   
Stonesettings    
   Clare Wolfson   October 7th 
   Prof Rodney Harris   November 4th 
   Helen Cohen   November 11th 
   Brina Marks    February 17th   
   Dr Pamela Dover   April 7th  
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A REPORT FROM MJCC 

 
 
MJCC now produces a monthly email which is emailed out at the start of each month.  
This is an informative email offering the latest news about our range of services and hot 
topics affecting the charity.  If you wish to receive a copy of this email please contact 
Shifrin House to fill in a data protection consent form, which can be done in a couple of 
minutes over the phone.   
 
General Data Protection Regulation changed last year and MJCC has had to review all 
our charity’s systems and processes and those of other organisations for whom we are a 
data controller ensuring that we follow best practice.  It has been an incredibly arduous 
task because we had to review all aspects of our administration and change the way we 
operate to meet GDPR. 
 
Merseyside Jewish Community Care health and wellbeing activities for seniors continue 
to go from strength to strength and run at numerous venues in the community.  Wellbeing 
clubs include:  Tai Chi, knitting circle, beginners’ bridge, dance club, armchair exercises, 
memory fitness club and computers (IT) for beginners.  Refreshments are served at all 
clubs and new members are always welcome.  We have produced a new A5 booklet 
advertising all our health and wellbeing groups.  Please call in to Shifrin House to collect 
a copy of this booklet.   
 
Our core Clubs include Monday and Tuesday Lunch and Activity Clubs where a three 
course hot Kosher lunch is served followed by an activity which can range from 
discussions, armchair exercises, quizzes, rummikub to entertainment. Soup and 
sandwich is held every Wednesday lunch time followed by bingo and parties are held to 
celebrate major festivals.  As well as our Lunch and Activity clubs, we provide delicious 
fresh meals on wheels which are delivered by our many volunteers on Wednesday and 
Friday mornings, demand is increasing.  Wednesday Lunch Circle takes place on the last 
Wednesday of each month.  This popular Club offers a light lunch and a high profile 
guest speaker followed by a game of bridge, kalooki or rummi-kub.   
 
A hugely successful Interfaith event was held in January 2019 where we welcomed 
Christian guests from Bridge Chapel, members from the Pakistani community and local 
city Councillors.   
 
We finalised our Major Appeal 2018 campaign for funds at the end of March.  The Appeal 
has gone quite well and will help us to sustain welfare services for our community for the 
short term.  MJCC is reliant upon the support of the community as volunteers and 
donors.   

Services are dependent on the support of volunteer teams.  Merseyside Jewish 
Community Care always needs more volunteers.  If you wish to become a volunteer, or 
for further information on any of our health and wellbeing clubs, please contact us on 
0151-733 2292 or email info@mjccshifrin.co.uk  
 
Lisa Dolan 
Chief Executive 
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COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES REPORT 
 
As the Administration Manager for Merseyside Jewish Community Care, based at Shifrin 
House, part of my role is to administer service agreements for the Merseyside Jewish 
Representative Council and the King David & Harold House Foundation.   
 
The Merseyside Jewish Representative Council is the representative body of the local 
Jewish community.  Members of the MJRC attend many Civic and interfaith events 
including an interfaith Iftar one evening at the end of a Ramadan day, the Union of 
Catholic Mothers Annual Mass at the Catholic Cathedral, meetings with the Lord Mayor 
of Liverpool and Metro Mayor of Liverpool and welcoming civic dignitaries to the annual 
Civic Service held at Princes Road Shul.  The MJRC also welcomes VIP guests to 
Liverpool including President of the Board of Deputies of British Jewry Marie van der Zyl, 
Edwina Currie and His Excellency Ambassador Mark Regev.   
 
The MJRC was also delighted to welcome Jewish Chronicle journalist Barry Toberman 
who visited many sites in Liverpool and met with many Jewish lay leaders of the 
community.  He produced a most positive article in the Jewish Chronicle praising the 
good work carried out in and around the Liverpool Jewish community.   
 
Prior to Rosh Hashanah every year, the MJRC produces a Year Book.  The Year Book is 
the main source of income for the MJRC but also has articles of interest concerning our 
community.  The Year Book also contains contact details for all Jewish buildings and 
organisations in Liverpool.  New data protection laws came into being in May 2018 and 
the MJRC had to start a new database.  If you did not receive your copy of the MJRC 
Year Book this could be because we do not have your contact details.  There are still 
copies of the Year Book available at Shifrin House for collection, or alternatively please 
phone Shifrin House where we can fill in the data protection consent form to ensure you 
receive future copies of the Year Book.   
 
The annual Yom Hashoah ceremony and service will take place on Thursday 2 May 2019 
where we will hear different peoples thoughts after visiting Auschwitz-Birkenau 
concentration camp. The Yom Hazikaron service followed by the annual Yom Ha’atzmaut 
celebrations will take place on Wednesday 8 May 2019.   
 
The communal diary continues to be used to its best potential avoiding clashes of events.  
Weekly community emails continue to be sent out on a Friday morning, promoting all 
future community events.   
 
The Liverpool Jewish community might be small in number but we are active and as 
busy, if not more so, than some of the bigger communities.  Take a look at the MJRC 
weekly community email to see what’s going on.  If you wish to receive this, please email 
repcouncil@mjccshifrin.co.uk  
Sara Radivan 
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Pesach message from 
PRESIDENT MARIE VAN DER ZYL  
 

We live in challenging times. Over the past 12 months, it seems our 
community has been on the receiving end of more abuse, intimidation and 
insults than at any time in living memory. And the most troubling thing 
about this antisemitism crisis is that it does not emanate from the fringes of 
our society as in the past but from the main party of opposition. 

There is a parallel to be drawn with the story of Pesach. Back in Egypt, we 
were slaves and we demanded our freedom. When this was denied, our 

people fled in order to make new lives in their own land. Of course, our situation is very 
different. While there is antisemitism in the UK, we are free here and our community has 
and continues to live happily and contendedly. And while many of us aspire to make lives 
in Israel, we are certainly not fleeing anywhere.  

Antisemitism is a problem we are meeting head on. When this time last year we said, 
“Enough is Enough” and we demonstrated outside Parliament, we meant it. I and my 
team at the Board of Deputies will not rest until the evil of anti-Jewish racism is banished 
from our political discourse. 

We cannot achieve this on our own. At tough times like these we need friends both inside 
and outside the community. We and our communal partners need to cooperate to find a 
way through this most worrying of times and we all need to display a united front against 
the antisemites. 

Recently, our lobbying played a part in Chris Williamson MP being suspended by the 
Labour Party after one Jew-baiting remark to many. And it was our efforts and those of 
our communal partners which resulted in Labour adopting the international definition of 
antisemitism after much prevarication last summer. 

Although antisemitism is undoubtedly our number one challenge of the moment, we are 
not a single-issue organisation. We exist to ensure that the UK’s Jewish community can 
live freely, happily and continue to practise our traditions. The Board of Deputies played a 
prominent role in campaigning for the terrorist group Hizballah to be banned in its 
entirety. I am happy to say that the Government listened and responded by ending the 
artificial distinction between Hizballah’s political and military wings. 

We made a significant intervention into the Government’s legislation on organ donation. 
As we moved from an opt-in system to an opt-out one, we acted to ensure that Jews of 
all denominations were protected, by influencing Government to provide legally worded 
letters of. We also managed to obtain compromises from the Department for Education 
on relationships and sex education that will allow all parts of our community to teach 
according to their ethos. 

This is but a snapshot of the work we do week-in, week-out for our community over a 
vast range of issues. With your support we will carry on safeguarding our rights and 
speaking out on the issues that matter to us all.  

This festival of freedom reminds us how our ancestors suffered, and how lucky we are in 
comparison. Our aim is to ensure our children and grandchildren continue to prosper. 

Chag sameach to you all. 

 NISSAN 5779 
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CHICKEN WITH SHALLOTS, PRUNES AND COGNAC 
On Pesach lots of people serve prunes in a fruit compote. Why not use them 
in a main dish like this one. 

 

Serves 4-6 
 
Ingredients 
2/3 to 1 cup of pitted prunes 
2/3 cup of Cognac or similar spirit 
2 tablespoons Olive oil 
1 Chicken cut into 6 pieces 
Salt and pepper to taste 

12 Shallots peeled 
2 Large sprigs of thyme 
1 teaspoon of wine vinegar 
1 ½ cups of chicken stock 
To garnish 1½ teaspoons of chopped 
thyme

 
Method 
Put the prunes and the 1/3 cup of cognac or spirit in a small saucepan and boil until 
almost all the liquid is absorbed into the prunes. About 3 minutes. Cover and set asid. 
 
Heat the olive oil in a large skillet over medium heat.  
Season the chicken pieces with salt and pepper. Place the chicken in the skillet skin side 
down and cook until browned. About 5 minutes per side. Transfer to a platter.  
 
Pour off all but 2 tablespoons of the dripping from the skillet. Add the whole shallots and 
cook until partially brown. About 5 minutes. Add the remaining 1/3 cup of the cognac and 
boil for 30 seconds, scraping up the browned bits. Add the stock, the boiled prunes with 
any remaining liquid and the thyme sprigs and bring to a boil.  

Place the chicken in a single layer, skin side up in the skillet and put in any accumulated 
juices from the platter. Cover, reduce the heat to medium and simmer until the chicken is 
cooked through. 17 - 20 minutes. Transfer the chicken to a platter. 

Stir the vinegar into the sauce and simmer until thickened. 3 minutes. Remove the thyme 
sprigs and season the chicken with salt and pepper to taste. Pour the sauce over the top. 
Garnish with the chopped thyme and serve.   

 

Recipe taken from ‘Mosaic : Montreal’s Jewish Cookbook”  
produced by CJA Federation, Women’s Philanthropy. 
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Photo Robert Swerdlow : 7th October 2018 : iPhone 8  

 


