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From the Editor   
At time of going to print, along with all the other shuls around the UK and in 
accordance with guidelines from the Chief Rabbi’s Office as well following 
government directives, the shul will be taking the unprecedented step of closing 
down for all religious services and events as a result of the Coronavirus pandemic 
until further notice.  
 
Meanwhile domestic life will go on including the celebration of Pesach in our homes 
and we wanted to get this edition of Together to you as a means of creating some 
kind of communal link as well as it being something more to read while many of you 
will be staying at home until the panic dies down. Shul can be proud of this magazine 
as it is the only one of its type in Liverpool and possibly one of the very few outside 
London or Manchester. It’s in a fully editorial format and not just a collection of 
adverts with a page or two of shul notices and announcements.  Although we 
continue to receive your complementary comments and feedback, no one so far has 
answered the question – do we really need a magazine and do we need to go to the 
expense of producing it and posting it out to members when there might be more 
important ways of spending membership fees?  Another question of course is 
whether you feel the magazine is lacking in Jewish, religious or communal content. 
Does it lack humour? Have we got the balance right? For this reason, it is still 
important for readers to make their contributions with articles, stories, photographs, 
news etc to keep the editorial fresh and lively. Send in your comments or 
contributions to either of the two email addresses above. 
Keep well. Keep safe. Enjoy Pesach.   Chag Sameach. Ed. 
 

PESACH MESSAGE FROM  
OUR SENIOR WARDEN 
I love Pesach. It may be preceded by lots of cleaning and stressing 
but, for me, it’s a real festival, in the true sense of the word. Families 
come together from up and down the country and we celebrate our 
freedom with those we love most. And where better to celebrate than 
at Princes Road?! Every year, Edward Marks and the choir sing our 
beautiful melodies and we feel grateful that we can come and hear 

them (and join in!) in such a special shul. Whether you love matzah or hate it, 
Pesach always leaves a lasting impression.  The Honorary Officers and Trustees join 
me in wishing you and your family a most enjoyable Pesach and we look forward to 
seeing you in shul.             
Saul Marks  :  Senior Warden 
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THE CHIEF RABBI’S  
PESACH MESSAGE 5780  

 
 
 

 
 

A recent BBC News item reported that more than a quarter 
of people engage in monthly domestic disputes about which 
types of plastic can be recycled. Research carried out in 
London last year found that nearly 90% of drivers were still 
grappling with what the new Ultra Low Emissions Zone would mean for them. A 
report issued in January by a cross-party Parliamentary group suggested that, in 
efforts to reduce plastic waste, many are using materials which can actually cause 
greater damage to the environment. When it comes to responding to climate change, 
I fear that too many of us are failing to see the wood for the trees.        
  
It is told of the apocryphal ‘wise elders of Chelm’ that they were becoming 
increasingly concerned about the town’s only bridge. A small cavity in the bridge 
quickly became a dangerous gap. Every day brought more incidents of people falling 
into the valley below and injuring themselves. An emergency meeting of the elders 
was called. After a full day of intense discussion and debate, the unanimous solution 
was finally announced: they would urgently build a hospital in the valley below! 
  
I wonder what the reaction of the elders of Chelm would be to the problem of climate 
change and, indeed, whether it would be different at all to the way many people 
actually view the issue today.  
  
On Pesach, we recall how Aaron, not Moses, was instructed to instigate the first 
three of the ten plagues – blood and frogs, which emerged from water, and lice, 
which emerged from the earth. Rashi explains that Moses owed both water and the 
earth a personal debt of gratitude. The waters of the Nile had protected his life when, 
as a baby, he was set afloat in a basket, while the earth provided the hiding place for 
the body of the Egyptian taskmaster whom Moses had killed in order to save a 
Hebrew slave. This anthropomorphism is surprising. Can one really feel a sense of 
respect or deference for a river or the earth?   
 
I believe that there is a powerful message here about our attitude to the 
environment. We tend to measure the impact of climate change by sea level, 
temperature increase or the amount of carbon in the air. These are of course all 
crucial in their own right but what if we measured the impact of climate change by 
the number of human lives it has already destroyed? Might that help focus our 
minds? 
 
Accurate figures would be difficult to produce, but there is no question that millions of 
lives are lost every year to air pollution, natural disasters, pandemics and extreme 
water or food shortages related to climate change. More than anything, Pesach is 
about responsibility. Slaves are merely an instrument, acting purely upon instruction. 
As we celebrate our freedom from Egypt and its accompanying responsibility – to 
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Torah, to Hashem and to living in His service – we must not forget our responsibility 
to protect the fragile world that He created for us.            
   
Consequently, our response to climate change should not only be about this type of 
plastic or that; this type of car or that. It should be a far more fundamental shift in the 
way that we think about the natural environment. Planet earth has sustained 
humanity for millennia just as it sustained Moses in Egypt. In return, we are failing to 
offer it the respect that it deserves.                                
  
Valerie and I wish you a Chag Kasher Vesameach.   
 
 
 
 
Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis :      March 2020 • Nisan 5780    
    
 
PESACH 5780 MESSAGE FROM  
RABBI ARIEL ABEL CF 
Dear Shul member, 
 
‘In every single generation one is obligated to see oneself 
as having left Egypt.’ 
 
At first glance, this is an obligation no older than the precedents to the Haggadah 
itself. It is not one of the 613 mitzvot of the Torah; nor is it listed specifically as a 
rabbinic instruction. Yet, it occupied a place as central a pillar to Judaism as faith in 
a destiny itself. We recite the final paragraph of the Shema at least twice a day which 
concludes thus: ‘I am the Lord your God who took you out of Egypt.’ Ever since the 
Exodus, we have educated our children to put themselves in the position of those 
less fortunate than themselves, and to empathise with them. The ability to empathise 
stems from, or is supposed to stem from, our experience precedent, as slaves in 
Egypt. The expectation to see ourselves as slaves redeemed is one of several 
examples of demands and commands upon us to empathise; to emotionally connect 
and align ourselves with a time, place and happening which we have not personally 
endured.  
 
This is typical of the Torah; asking us to engage emotionally when and where we 
might not be naturally inclined to do so: to love God, love our neighbour as our 
selves, honour and respect parents, recognise all who come to live among us as co-
citizens.  
 
Significantly, English and International law asks us to do the same regarding our 
attitudes to race, gender and disability, as protected characteristics. We may not be 
inclined to judge everyone favourably or equally due to the unconscious bias we 
have. Therefore the Torah repeats its reminder dozens of times: Love the stranger, 
for you were strangers in Egypt. The ability to cast oneself as if one came out of 
Egypt was, in the last four years, a very sore point of conscience around the theme 
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of Brexit. How would a vote to “Brexit,” had it occurred more or less a century ago, 
cutting off entry to the UK of too many people from Europe, have impacted upon us 
as Jews? How many of us could even count on being alive today as a result? There 
are counter arguments of course; the situation is not the same  - but no two 
situations in time or circumstance are. The predicament resulting from a national 
vote would have sent a pretty strong message: as a foreigner, a European, you are 
neither wanted nor needed. As Jews, we wouldn’t like hearing that if directed 
towards us. In the past we were seen in this country as an incoming European 
swarm.  So whilst we are all free to vote and choose as is legally open to  us to so 
do, the Haggadah story drives home the eternal message that it is morally incumbent 
to cast ourselves into the position of those before whom the gates are about to crash 
shut. That makes for a very different Pesach experience indeed; a very different 
Seder night.  
 
We, our children and our children’s children need to know about the numbers 
tattooed on the arms of our grandparents and now vanished relatives; in terms of our 
destiny, we are them, they are us. Let us therefore safeguard our destiny thus: 
through telling the stories of others as our very own. The slightest margin of 
difference in time, a microscopic speck on the vast canvas of destiny, is the 
difference over three millennia between those of us burned at the stake, ransacked 
and pillaged in the horrors of Pogroms, Aktionen and Farhudeen. The positive and 
bright future for our descendants remains secure in the annual pledge of Seder night 
to count our blessings when we chant “Dayenu;” when we spill wine ten times to 
commiserate even with the sorry state of our vanquished enemies; and when we 
raise a glass to praise God for having set, throughout the period of the Second World 
War, the Holy Land as an island of refuge, surrounded by Nazi and Vichy powers 
ready to swoop upon our remnant in Zion; held back by the same destiny whose 
violation condemned so many millions to extermination.  
 
Our synagogue recently received, through the joint efforts of many at our synagogue, 
the Remember Srebrenica North-West best Community Focused Award. This was a 
tremendous Kiddush HaShem, a public sanctification of God’s name. In past times 
we Jews sadly all too often were obliged to use the term ‘Kiddush HaShem’ to 
describe our defiant suffering and death in the face of our persecutors. This award 
has been extended to us as a Jewish community by a group commemorating the 
suffering of Muslims in Europe. That says a great deal about our active relevance as 
Jews not only in securing our destiny, but in safeguarding that of many others. Our 
in-house Playwright and Shul Events Coordinator, Karen Kennedy has set a trend of 
remembrance of the Shoah along with taking the moral message of remembrance of 
education through theatre, side by side with the moral imperative that Never Again 
stands for all human genocides and catastrophic suffering of innocents, not only our 
own. Consequently, this coming year hails a very new,  welcome and meaningful 
year ahead; wherein the historic Exodus unfolds into an exodus for all humanity from 
national, political, religious and ethnic oppression, into an era of knowledge and 
understanding, wherein we as Jews can broker to the world that priceless venture 
into empathy and a realistic hope for greater humanity amongst the billions on this 
planet. 
 
I join with Shulamit in offering to all our readers the greeting of Chag Pesach 
Sameah.      Rabbi Ariel Abel CF.  Rabbi, Princes Road Synagogue  
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MESSAGE FROM KIM JOHNSON OUR NEW RIVERSIDE MP 
 
On the 12th December 2019 I was 
elected the MP for Liverpool 
Riverside.  However, three months 
prior to this it wasn’t something that 
I’d ever considered but with the 
resignation of incumbent MP, Dame 
Louise Ellman, the position had 
become vacant and I was asked by 
colleagues in my union and 
Riverside CLP if I would think about 
putting my name in the hat.  I 
pondered for a little while and 
decided, why not?  I had a very small 

window of opportunity to make that decision: the application process opened on 
Friday 18th October at 5pm and closed Monday 21st October 9am.  I spent that 
Sunday the 20th October completing the form, I sent it off with hours to spare not 
thinking I had a chance, but when I was invited to attend an interview on the 4th 
November that’s when the nerves kicked in, -  although I’d never considered it, now 
that I’d submitted my application, it was something I really wanted to do.  
 
So when I was informed on the evening of the 4th November that I had been selected 
as the Prospective Parliamentary Candidate for Liverpool Riverside I was over the 
moon and not knowing what was to lie ahead, I embarked on a very enjoyable 
parliamentary campaign. I had the greatest pleasure of meeting some amazing 
people and organisations within the Riverside constituency.  
 
Meeting amazing people is something I’ve had the great pleasure of doing 
throughout my career.  I worked as a community development worker across 
Liverpool, Merseyside and Cheshire and met community activists who delivered 
projects to meet the needs of their community.  As the Creative Diversity Manager 
for Liverpool Culture company, I worked with very diverse and creative members of 
our oldest cultural and ethnic communities, who contributed to the success of 08. 
 
It was an enormous privilege and honour to have been elected as the MP for 
Riverside and the first Black MP for Liverpool.   I literally grew up in the shadow of 
the synagogue, around the corner in Harrowby Street. I attended the primary school 
next door, St Margarets, and my constituency office will be located in the Kuumba 
Imani centre right opposite.  
 
I look forward to working with and supporting all groups in the Liverpool 
Constituency.  My office will be established shortly with a full complement of staff.  
Please don’t hesitate to contact me at Kim.johnson.mp@liverpool.uk  and I very 
much look forward to working in partnership with you in the years ahead. 
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FRONT COVER STORY 
Smart new face lift for the boulevard 

Whether you drive 
along Princes 
Boulevard as your route 
to work or a visit to the 
city or to shul, you will 
not have failed to notice 
and been affected by 
the complete upheaval 
and disruption to traffic 
while work is being 
carried out to the 
central reservation.  
 
Some of us will actually 
remember trams 
running along the 

boulevard and one or two attempts since then by the city council to smarten the 
appearance of this important thoroughfare. You may even remember stone statues, 
one at each end of the boulevard, commemorating notable local politicians, although, 
didn’t one of them get removed after the constant graffiti on it demonstrated that this 
person’s efforts were not that popular with the local black community?  However the 
new £4m scheme is currently underway and due for completion by this summer. If 
you have not already taken a look at the various websites, a lot of the following, 
which is taken from one or two of them, will give you more details.  

The upgrade to Princes Avenue/Princes Road will feature a unique cycle path along 
the central reservation. The major Highways scheme will transform our historic 
boulevard and will also lead to the creation of a new open space for community 
events and a marketplace.  

By installing the 1km long cycle path within the central reservation – a first for 
Liverpool – the scheme’s aim is to improve pedestrian and cycle connectivity 
between south Liverpool and the City Centre, with the plan to install a new Citybike 
station along the route. The works coincide with other projects around the city with a 
new cycle lane to begin in May, on Lime Street, with another on Regent Road, along 
the north docks, to complete in Spring. 

At the commencement of the project undertaken by main contractor NMCN (formerly 
North Midland Construction) one of their subcontractors Heras delivered 638 Round 
top fence sets in 2 days on special city council vehicles. A further 130 fence sets 
were delivered two weeks later.  They also commandeered an existing derelict 
empty site on the boulevard as their stockade. The scheme also includes a newly 
designed right hand turn from the boulevard into Selborne Street. Take a look at the 
March edition of the City Council booklet ‘Liverpool Express’ to read about all the 
other works being carried out as part of the Connectivity Scheme. 
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The city council, which recently 
declared a climate emergency 
and is developing a Clean Air 
plan, is holding a series of 
creative engagement events 
with the local community on the 
design elements around the 
new open spaces, several 
having taken place in January 
2020. 
 
Photo: Liverpool City Region cycling 
commissioner Simon O'Brien and Liverpool 
Council highways chief Sharon Connor on 
Princes Avenue. 

 
The new cycle path would also form an extension of a new ‘green corridor’ to 
Otterspool that is due to be delivered during the year. The URBAN Green UP project 
has £3.4m of EU funding (*) to install and test three ‘green corridors’ across the city, 
which was a key recommendation in the city council’s Strategic Green and Open 
Spaces Review. (*) Could this be why a lot of Liverpudlians realizing the benefit of 
the EU voted to remain? 

The innovative scheme, which falls between Upper Parliament Street and Princes 
Park Gate, also aims to stimulate the wider regeneration of an area that was created 
in Liverpool’s Victorian maritime hey-day. 
 
The wide, tree-lined boulevard styled avenue leading up to Princes Park was built for 
the city’s merchant class and boasts grand houses as well as a stunning range of 
religious architecture, including of course, our Synagogue of which, it seems, the city 
is rightly proud. 

This scheme is part of Liverpool City Region’s Sustainable Transport Enhancement 
Package (STEP) and the city council was successful in being awarded £1.925m from 
the STEP programme. The remainder of the funding will be provided through the 
council’s £500m Better Roads programme. 

The STEP programme is part of the Local Growth Fund (LGF). Local Growth 
Funding is awarded to the Liverpool City Region Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) 
and invested through the Liverpool City Region Combined Authority through its 
Strategic Investment Fund. ‘Growth Deals’ has provided £1.9m funding for the 
scheme. 

As part of the proposals there are opportunities to improve the area including:- 
New and improved pedestrian and cycle paths linking into the wider neighbourhood. 

• New and improved toucan crossings. 
• Planting of a number of new trees and new landscaped areas. 
• New seating and lighting. 
o Restoration of existing artwork and monuments. 

New public artwork to celebrate the history and people of Toxteth  
           and Liverpool.  
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CITY OF SANCTUARY 
Music and poetry supported this new initiative 
 
We went to an interesting and entertaining event in October last year. Chester is 
one of over 100 towns, cities, villages and local communities that supports a 
widespread network committed to the vision that the UK will be a welcoming place 
of safety for all, and proud to offer sanctuary to people fleeing violence and 
persecution. The organizing body is called City of Sanctuary and their website 
where you can read more including their core principles is www.cityofsanctuary.org  
This countrywide network is actively working towards this vision through every 
sphere and sector of society including schools, colleges, faith groups, sports and 
arts centres, community and political groups, businesses and health centres. They 
know that refugees have a lot to offer and a desire to contribute to society, and the 
organization wants to help realise that potential.  
 
With the constant images in the media of people escaping persecution and violence 
in the middle east and north Africa trying to reach western Europe and the UK as a 
safe place of refuge and sanctuary, I believe that members of Jewish communities 
around the UK will be moved and will identify with the work of City of Sanctuary. 
Refugees want to be treated as human beings and want the opportunity of a safe 
place to live and be educated, work and give something back to the people who 
show them sanctuary. Could we imagine what it would have been like for our great 
grandparents and grandparents if, when escaping Russia at the turn of the last 
century, they were turned away by the people and the government of this country. 
We had the same reasons to flee back then, as today’s refugees and migrants. The 
Vietnamese Boat Refugees of 1978 are now in their third generation and those who 
were encouraged to settle in this country have all given something back and made a 
contribution to society. 
 
The event we attended organized by City of Sanctuary was held in the Wesley 
Church Centre in the shadow of the Chester Wall next door to the Grosvenor 
Precinct. The centre, with its architecture reminiscent of a shul, was where, on 20th 
June 1764, the Reverend John Wesley preached, on the occasion of the first of his 
many visits to Chester.  The event was in three parts; To promote the work of City of 
Sanctuary with a short film showing refugees being welcomed by children from 
numerous schools in Chester;  A presentation of poetry by local poet Nikki Bennett 
following the success of her exhibition with Arden Robinson of poems and 

photographs held at Chester Cathedral in June last year. 
She read out her poem which we reproduce below.   
 
The main part of this well attended event was a piano 
recital by the acclaimed and accomplished Jewish 
concert pianist Margaret Fingerhut who had prepared a 
programme specially for the event comprising classical 
music by composers who at some stage in their lives 
were refugees. Margaret had been performing this 
concert in a UK tour to promote and raise funds for the 
work of City of Sanctuary. Her plan was to raise £80,000 
representing the 80 keys on a piano. Margaret 
introduced each composition describing the music,  
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the composer and their lives and reasons for seeking refuge because of war or 
persecution or the decision to migrate to better their work. Her programme included 
Chopin, Grieg, Handel, Haydn, Prokofiev, Rachmaninov and Hans Gal who founded 
the Edinburgh Festival. Margaret specially commissioned and played a new piece by 
Moutaz Arian, the Kurdish Syrian composer who wrote the Refugee National Anthem 
for the 2016 Olympic Games.  Margaret’s distinguished career has taken her all over 
the world playing with symphony orchestras and is regularly heard on BBC Radio 3 
and Classic FM. She aptly named her tour “Far from the Home I Love.”   If that 
phrase sounds familiar, it’s a line in one of the songs in Fiddler on the Roof.    
 

 
 

No-one, someone, everyone

('…. no one puts their children in a boat, unless the water is safer than the land'

Warsan Shire)

And so – a child launches itself, involuntarily,

into a scary, unnatural, premature, adult life.

He takes himself, no possessions, one thousand miles

across a desert, a sea, many countries.

She risks her life, her virginity, her moral code,

hangs onto strangers; scared, fragile, fighting.

They lose their families, except as photographs,

as brave examples of escape, persecution, death.

He clings, suspended, below a lorry, atop a train,

no food , minimum water, maximum hope, faith.

She sets up home in 'The Jungle', making

opportunity out of plastic, cardboard, tents, containers.

They move on, bring their youth, their brains; a 'lucky' part

of two percent that land their feet on UK shores.

He learns freedom, acceptance, encouragement,

finds help, hope, law-keeping not law-breaking.

She feels sensations of relaxing, calm, family,

peace, warmth, unity, togetherness.

They grow their strengths, materialise dreams of

being Einstein, Estafan, Kerr, Mercury, Saatchi.

They stand tall, they grow from safety and sanctuary,

and, as contributing adults, remind us, strongly:

'I am a human being, not just a refugee'.

Nikki Bennett, Poet in Residence June 2018 - June 2019, Chester Cathedral.

Refugee Week, 'Sanctuary', 18th - 23rd June, 2019

NB this poem is not included in the anthology 'Cathedral -poems and photographs',

but Refugee Week 2018 poem is. ISBN 978-1-5272-4143-5

order via  nikkibennett27@hotmail.com price £7



	 11	

Nikki Bennett has seven collections of poetry, two CDs, and poems in various 
magazines and anthologies including: Artemis, Cheshire Prize Anthology 2013, 
Crazy Lit, De Facto, Hearing Voices, Magma, Partners' Aspire, Ravenglass, 
roundyhouse, The Book of Love and Loss, and The Poetic Bond. She has read at 
poetry groups and festivals in the UK, the USA and Europe.  
 
She is a great believer in poetry as both communication and therapy, and in 
particular the highlighting of women's issues and circumstances. Her collection Love 
Shines Beyond Grief was nominated for the 'Ted Hughes Award for New Poetry' 
2010.  Two of her books are about travels on the Trans-Siberian train and to the 
Antarctic. 
 
Nikki has been a member of The Poetry Society, The Society of Women Writers and 
Journalists and the International Women's Writers Guild. She founded 'uni-verse' 
poetry group, celebrating international poetry, whilst living in Bath. Since moving to 
Wirral in 2011 she has also been an active participant and supporter of poetry events 
in Liverpool, Wirral and Chester, part of a team reading poetry in Care Homes and 
an organiser for the Wirral Festival of Firsts. She supports Creative Arts for Well-
being, including the work of Lapidus - Creative Writing for Well-being. From June 
2018 to June 2019 Nikki was the first Poet in Residence at Chester Cathedral and 
produced, together with Arden Robinson, a book entitled Cathedral – poems and 
photographs:  Nikki has been on one of the Princes Road Synagogue tours with her 
Women’s NWR group. She ‘thought we had a beautiful building.’  Ed. 
 
NICE OLD PRAYER BOOKS 
One of your ancestors might have held a prayer book like this 

 
Families often donate to 
shul old prayer books they 
have found in their attics. 
This Rosh Hashana 
machzor is an example of 
a book that has found its 
way onto our premises. It 
is dated 1859 and printed 
by H Abrahams at 35 St 
Mary Axe in the city of 
London and published for 
the congregations of 
German and Polish Jews 
with a translation by David 
Levi. It’s opened here at 
the page for the prayer for 
the royal family and is 
typical of the sort of 
prayer book a member of 
this congregation would 
have used when the shul 
was first built.    
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BACK COVER STORY 
More disruption on Princes Boulevard 

 
As if the disruption caused by the landscaping project wasn’t enough, It may be no 
coincidence that this work is taking place at the same time as the major contract   
digging up massive trenches in the immediate vicinity of the shul to replace old 
electric mains cables. The various contracts could have been carried out at different 
times but they probably saw some sense in minimising the disruption to traffic by 
getting them both over and done with at the same time. In effect, the whole of the 
boulevard, on both sides of the dual carriageway, became one enormous building 
site. 
 
The shul office spoke to representatives from the Electricity Company who explained 
that they plan to finish all the works by the end of March and if possible two weeks 
earlier.  They had liaised with the city council to inform us that there will be a small 
area at the front of the Shul where the Lord Mayor's car could park during the Civic 
Service on Sunday March 8th.   
 
While a major part of the work passes immediately in front of the shul, our office was 
at least able to convey to the contractors the need for them work in other parts of the 
site while a sabbath morning service was taking place. Furthermore shul members, 
particularly those with disabilities, have found it difficult not having immediate access 
to the front of the building or round the side in Selborne Street.  The photograph 
above shows how deep they had to excavate to expose the old gas and electric 
services. Note towards the right hand side of the photograph, the original cobble 
stones over which the current asphalt road surface was laid. Can anyone remember 
these cobble stones? 
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STOLEN LIVES 
Shul celebrates International Holocaust Memorial Day 2020 

 
On Sunday 26th January in front of an 
audience of 180 the synagogue 
presented the reading of a poem and 
the enacting of two plays under the 
heading 'Stolen Lives.' The evening 
commenced with the lighting of the 
Memorial Candle by Nathan Young 
whilst Rabbi Abel and Cantor Edward 
Marks recited the Memorial Prayer. 
 
The evening comprised 2 plays - 'The 
Essence of Life' by shul member 
Karen Kennedy outlining the lives of 
three people interred in the Terezin 
and Auschwitz concentration camps:- 
 
Karel Ancerl, a musician from 

Czechoslovakia, who became part of Hitler's propaganda movie 'The Fuhrer Gives 
Jews a City' giving a false impression of camp conditions to the Red Cross and world 
leaders.   Asher Berlinger, a German musician and calligrapher, the founder of the 
Hidden Synagogue & Prayer Room at Terezin, who sadly perished in Auschwitz in 
1944.  
 
Mina Pachter, a 70 year old 
Czechoslovak, who 
encouraged the starving 
women in Terezin to write 
down their favourite recipes 
on scraps of paper.  Although 
Mina perished in Terezin the 
recipes were smuggled out 
and published years later in a 
book entitled 'In Memory's 
Kitchen'.  Princes Road Choir 
sang the prayers written on 
the walls of the Hidden 
Synagogue accompanied by 
Neil Nevitt, keyboard, whilst 
Jonathan Stone, cello, gave a recital of 'Eli Eli'     
 
The second play 'Nothing to See Here' by Alex Ferguson related to the suffering of 
innocent people and millions of lives wasted during Soviet-Afghan War 1979-1989. 
 
John Gorman recited the poem 'Creed of a Holocaust Survivor' by Alexander 
Kimal.  The audience witnessed very professional and moving performances by 
Flloyd Kennedy, directed by Sarah Gould, and Grant Lenton directed by Lauren 
Steele.   
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TOURS CONTINUE TO FASCINATE  
OUR VISITORS 
The tours keep packing them in, reports Tours Manager  
Peter J Grant 
 
I am happy to report that we have enjoyed another successful year 
conducting our tours around the synagogue. We continue to derive 
benefits from the closure of the Resource Centre two years ago with 
increasing numbers of schoolchildren. We welcomed Eric Cohen a 
retired headmaster to our team. He has invaluable experience in  
imparting knowledge of Judaism to school children over many years 

and his manifold contacts have brought our service to the notice of many schools 
that had not so far visited us. We continue to welcome visitors from Church groups, 
U3A and Probus groups, local history associations and cruise ship passengers. 
 
In the past election year, much interest had been 
expressed in our attempts to combat the new 
strain of antisemitism that blighted the election 
campaign resulting in several journalists visiting 
the Shul. On each occasion important members of 
the wider Jewish community were able to express 
their opinions to camera on this troubling topic. 
 
We were visited by Toxteth TV who had been keen 
to film inside the building for several years, the 
contact being made by a local pressure group 
reacting to the disruption caused by the Princes 
Road STEP scheme which is at present attempting 
to upgrade the boulevard for posterity but in its 
wake is causing havoc with road works and traffic 
disruption. Hopefully the scheme will have 
completed its work by July of this year. 
 
On March 4th we were visited by a member of London's chassidic community  
wishing to film himself in the synagogue davening and singing several chassidic 
songs. Photo above. He is a Ba'al Tefillah, composer of songs and wedding singer 
for his community who intended putting his performance video on Youtube. He was 
extremely grateful to be given this opportunity and I am bound to say that his 
performance of chazanuth was fascinating. 
 
Heritage Open Day was a great success this year as it was possible to arrange 
separate dates for each of our sites to be visited. We hope to repeat the experiment 
this year in a modified form by  opening on a Sunday for the Synagogue and on a 
midweek afternoon and evening for the Deane Road  Cemetery.The indications are 
such that we should be able to look forward to another fruitful year provided that the 
numbers of visitors are not too badly affected by the Coronovirus epidemic. 
 
My thanks as ever to my cohort of guides, helpers, ladies of the shop and Petula  for 
their unstinting hard work.    PJG.  



	 15	

EDITH PIAF AND HER JEWISH CONNECTIONS 
Edith sang and saved the lives of WW2 French Jews  

I attended one of the 
concerts of the Southport 
Jazz Festival in February 
to hear the wonderful 
British singer Tina May 
who is always in demand 
at festivals and concerts 
around the UK. Tina also 
tours regularly abroad 
particularly in France 
where she gives vocal 
training.   

 
Tina, photo above, is an Edith Piaf aficionado and being a Francophile her act often 
includes Le Chanson Francaise, some sung in English and some in French. At the 
festival concert, while introducing a Piaf song, she referred to Piaf’s bravery during 
WW2 and explained why one of the reasons her state funeral in 1963, organised by 
de Gaulle and very much as a result of her resistance work during the war, was not 
only one of a treasured and beloved singer but of a national hero.   
 
At the outset of the war Piaf had to register with the German Propaganda 
department and agree to have her song lyrics vetted, but the Nazis liked and  
encouraged her work. She took some liberties that could have landed her in serious 
trouble: in 1940, for example, she recorded the song ‘Ou sont'ils mes petits 
copains?’ (Where are my boyfriends?) about friends who had gone to war singing, 
and during one performance she draped herself in the French flag. During WW2 all 
the famous French singers of the day were loved not only by the French but by the 
occupying German Soldiers.  
 
Piaf used her popularity with the Nazis to help those in difficulty. At the outbreak of 
war she had recently embarked on a professional partnership with Michel Emer, a 
Jewish musician whose song ‘L'Accordéoniste’ (The accordion player) became one 
of her big hits. Piaf was able to pay his way into unoccupied France, where he lived 
in hiding until the liberation. She also helped Jewish pianist Norbert Glanzberg, who 
became her lover for a time. Glanzberg had worked as a jazz musician with Django 
Reinhardt in the mid-1930s in Paris and later became involved with the Resistance. 
The composer Georges Auric helped hide him until 1944 in unoccupied France, and 
after the liberation Glanzberg returned the favour by helping to release Maurice 
Chevalier and defending the French actress Mistinguett (originally Jeanne 
Bourgeois) on trial. 
 
Piaf was not a devoted Resistance fighter and her involvement with the Resistance 
does not seem to have gone much further than these personal favours. Furthermore, 
according to Yves Montand, (whose father was Jewish) with whom she had a 
relationship towards the end of the war, she even stopped a Resistance fighter from 
blowing up a line of tanks transporting German soldiers at the liberation of Paris. She 
was certainly aware of other activities and although there is little evidence to suggest 
she took part in them, some of her activity was risky. For example, she spent part of 
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the war living in lodgings owned by Madame Billy, a brothel owner, who hid a 
number of Jews and Resistance members in her house. Madame Billy’s secretary, 
Andrée Bigard, moved into one of Piaf’s rooms under the pretext of helping with fan 
mail, while secretly writing Resistance letters. However, Piaf carefully kept these 
secrets as a cover whilst giving rehearsals from these lodgings to which she allowed 
anyone to listen, including Nazis. 
 
Similarly, Piaf has been praised as well as criticised for her performances before 
French prisoners in Germany. On the one hand, her tour formed part of a resistance 
effort: Andrée Bigard went with her and carried out a remarkable clandestine 
operation, turning the photographs of Piaf standing next to the prisoners into fake 
passport photographs and preparing 120 false papers, enabling many of the 
prisoners to escape. For everyone who was in the photographs, false documents 
were created. On further tours Piaf returned to the same camps and secretly 
delivered document to the prisoners in a suitcase with a double bottom which she 
was able to do while signing autographs. These and possibly hundreds of French 
Jews were saved with her help to find their way to freedom. But even those who died 
at the camps, were not forgotten by Edith Piaf. She regularly organized charity 
concerts to support the families of victims.  On the other hand, these tours were a 
means for Piaf to assure her popularity with the occupying forces and further her 
career. She continued to sing at prison camps at her own initiative even when 
resistance activities were not being carried out, and it will never be quite clear whose 
morale - the Nazis’ or the prisoners' - she was hoping to boost. 
 
It seems that Piaf made the most of the war situation, not allowing it to infringe on 
her music and taking any opportunities it presented. Her career was always her first 
priority, and while she clearly felt compassion for all people, including German 
soldiers who claimed they had been some of her most enthusiastic fans, this clearly 
did not extend to the Nazis. Along with many others, she appears to have been 
oblivious to wartime atrocities. Montand records in his autobiography her genuine 
distress upon seeing the first photos of the camps in 1945.  
 
Piaf always believed in the power of Love and towards the end of her career she 
enjoyed international success with the song ‘Milord’ written by another of her lovers, 
the Jewish Egyptian-French-Greek singer-songwriter Georges Moustaki.     Ed.  
 
 
GRADE ONE LISTING 
We’re up there, on a par, with some of the greats 

 
It was interesting to learn in the news early February that 
the Philharmonic Pub on Hope Street, complete with its 
famous gents’ toilet, has been given Grade1 heritage listing, 
on a par with Buckingham Palace and Princes Road 
Synagogue.  
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A CEMETERY KEEPER 
Alaster Burman recalls an important but chance meeting at Broadgreen 

 
I had been working on a small job at our 
Shul’s Cemetery at Broadgreen and was 
about to get into my car to go home when 
a large 4x4 vehicle drives in. The driver 
gets out and walks over to the Memorial 
Garden. I walk over to him, introduce 
myself and ask who he is. 
 
He tells me his name and informs me he is 
an author and has written a book about 
Reinhard Heydrich, Reich Protector of 
Bohemia, at the beginning of Second 
World War. He then tells me he has sent 
the Czech Ambassador a copy of this 
book and he is going to meet him.  “Oh!” I 
said “and when are you doing this?” 
“Today.” he replied, “Here, I have 
arranged to meet him here at this 
cemetery. The Ambassador intends to visit 
every WW2 war grave of a Czech national 
and today he is in Liverpool.” 

 
I explained that the cemetery is normally closed and it was only by chance that I 
happened to be there. He didn’t seem to take on board that no prior arrangement 
had to be made. Nevertheless, I agreed I would stay the forty or so minutes the 
visitors would take to arrive. 
 
Eventually a Skoda limousine sweeps in through the cemetery gates, spilling out its 
passengers, one of whom was the Ambassador to whom I am introduced. He thanks 
me for keeping the cemetery open. He was charming.  As we walk up the avenue to 
Sergeant Robert Alt’s grave he explains how a 58 year old Czech national came to 
be buried in Broadgreen Liverpool.  
 
Before the war this man was a chef and a butcher working in Paris. At the outbreak 
of hostilities he signs on. How a 58 year old manages to do this well beyond the age 
limit is any one’s guess!  When France fell, he was shipped to England, to a camp at 
Choldmondeley in Cheshire. On the boat he contracted Typhus and subsequently 
died in hospital. Being Jewish the authorities must have got in touch with the Jewish 
community in Liverpool, and he was buried in Broadgreen in January 1941. His 
memorial is maintained by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Plot 
number L091.06, just passed the Children’s section. 
 
The Ambassador Libor Secka placed a rose on the memorial and taking a step back 
and standing erect, bowed his head in respect.  We had our pictures taken and then 
walked back to the Ohel, shook hands and, in a few more moments, they had driven 
through the gates back to London.   AB 
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JEW:  PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN OFFENBACH 
New exhibition of photographs at the Jewish Museum in London 
 
A new exhibition will run at the Jewish Museum in Camden between 15th November 
2019 to 19th April 2020 entitled, ‘JEW. With photographs by John Offenbach’ featuring 
34 large-scale portraits and brings together the diverse faces of Jewish people from 
myriad walks of life, dispelling the myth that there is just one type of Jew. The project 
was borne after Offenbach travelled the world to capture the Jewish identity across 12 
different countries, from Ethiopia to Ukraine, and Argentina to China. 
 
Each portrait is titled not by the sitter’s name, but by their occupation or 
circumstances, for example, ‘Spy’, ‘Refuse Collector’ and ‘Nobel Laureate’. Through 
these titles, Offenbach hopes to normalise the identities of Jewish people across the 

spectrum of life. 
 
His portraits challenge the 
contemporary, hateful propaganda 
of uncomfortable recent history, 
whilst contributing to a vital story 
of Jewish representation in the 
arts and posing urgent questions 
about identity and belonging that 
are pertinent to all of us. 
 
Book your place on one of their 
exciting events including free 
curator's talks.  
 
#JewPortrait 
Jewish Museum London, 
Raymond Burton House, 129 - 
131 Albert Street 
London, NW1 7NB 
 
 
 
 

 
INTERESTING LOCAL CAFÉ AND SHOP 
Worth a look in at this wholesome venue 
 
Most shul members will be used to visiting cafes and shops closer to home in south 
Liverpool but if you are ever looking for an unusual place to visit or meet friends, off 
the beaten track, but just around the corner from Shul, we can recommend a visit to 
‘The Squash’ in a quiet spot at 112 Windsor Street L8 8EO which is immediately 
opposite the Toxteth Community Fire Station. They sell fresh vegetables and bread 
and a wide range of whole foods, organic, vegetarian and vegan items as well as a 
delightful café open for breakfasts and lunches.    www.squashliverpool.co.uk 
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AJEX PARADE  
Alaster Burman marches past the Cenotaph on Remembrance Day 
 

Last November I attended the annual AJEX 
parade in London with our eldest Grandson 
Noah who lives in London. Prior to the event 
I asked our eldest grand daughter Georgia, 
fifteen, if she would care to join us. Much to 
my surprise she said she would. I knew the 
older pupils of her school were encouraged 
to participate in such events, nevertheless it 
pleased me that she unhesitatingly agreed. 

 
A pre parade official brunch was overbooked, so I arranged lunch at a restaurant 
within walking distance of Horse Guards parade.For the past few years that I had 
attended I was the sole representative from Merseyside, though an ex Liverpudlian 
and his wife did join us, Noah always carried the Merseyside banner. 
 
Because of our small group in previous years, we were always attached to a larger 
one, possibly Manchester. Last year I worked out where we wanted to be when 
drawn up at the Cenotaph. So we manoeuvred ourselves near the front of the No1 
London Battalion. 
 
There is, for me, and I suspect most regular or National Service persons, nothing 
more thrilling than marching behind a Guards Band, everyone in step, more or less, 
to the rousing music, hats off, eyes left, as we past the Cenotaph.It had worked out 
about right, because our allocated spot was between the Cenotaph and where the 
clergy would  recite  prayers. I was on the front line, Noah & Georgia one row behind 
and the ex Scouser to my left. 
 
Standing for any time can be painful, ‘at ease’ even more so. My concern was my 
blood circulation, the last time was 1954 when basic training at RAF Hednesford. 
Unlike some of the other personnel around me who imagined they were at some 
social event, turning around, chatting, laughing, I kept to how I had been trained to 
behave. I was so pre occupied with these thoughts that I hadn’t realised a couple of 
men were standing in front of me, talking to me. It was like one of those situations 
that you see on the television or film, when the guy or woman is recovering hearing 
from a bomb blast, mouths are moving, everything is in slow motion and sound  is 
coming slowly back. Looking at this man in front of me with his trilby hat and 
raincoat, I thought, “I have seen you before,” By this time I had regained full control 
of my thoughts and realised I was being introduced to Malcolm Rifkind, the ex 
Cabinet Minister under Margaret Thatcher and John Major. We chatted for a few 
moments, I introduced my two Grandchildren and the ex Liverpudlian. 
 
The service was moving after which we marched back to Horse Guards Parade 
where the salute was taken. Rabbi Abel, a Padre, was also in the reviewing party. 
After, Rabbi Abel & his family, Noah & Georgia along with Nikkita a member of our 
Shul and a sea cadet had our photo taken. Before my Grandchildren saw me to the 
train we had an early supper, another restaurant, but it was worth it. The day was 
magic …. For the three of us anyway.   AB 
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OUR SHUL IN YOUR PHOTO ALBUM 
A snap for our occasional feature. 

 
Photograph from the family album of  
Melanie Winter taken on 16th April 1958 on 
the steps of shul when Melanie, nee Binns, 
married Harvey Winter. Also in the 
photograph is Melanie’s sister Fleur 
Packman.  
 
Note what looks like the stem of a metal 
lamp mounted on the top of the stone gate 
pillar. Removed a long time ago. 
 
Please take a look in your old family 
photograph albums and scrap books and 
send in any photograph, leaflet, programme 
or any item showing an event or occasion 
that took place in or outside the shul. We’ll 
scan the photograph and return it to you  
straight away.  
 
 
 
 
 

CIVIC SERVICE 
Once again the annual Civic Service took place at Princes Road and was hosted by 
the officers of Childwall Shul. The service on Sunday 8th March 2020 was officiated 
by David Coleman and Rabbis Avinoam Czitron and Natan Fagelman. The Liverpool 
Kehilla Choir sang and the address was given by Rabbi Dr Harvey Belovski the 
Senior Rabbi of Golders Green Synagogue and Rabbinic Head of University Jewish 
Chaplaincy. A line up of Ladies Mayoress including the Liverpool Lord Mayor 
Councillor Anna Rothery as well as a large gathering of other civic dignitaries 
representing neighbouring councils, the judiciary, armed forces, emergency services 
and faith leaders were also in attendance.   Councillor Rothery (photo) is the sister of 
George who is our regular front of house security officer. See picture on page 25  
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LET’S GET TOGETHER 
The together interview:  Editor Michael Swerdlow chats to Edward Rosenfield  
 

Where were you born and educated? 
I was born in Belfast on 7th June 1960 living there until 1976.   
I studied Physics at York University graduating in 1981.    
 
When did you start coming to Princes Road and why?
  
In 2003, on moving to Merseyside. I knew that I needed to 
find a place to go to services and form a link with a Jewish 
community.  Once I had experienced the tour, I knew. 
 
What are some of your memories and can you describe 

some of the characters that were there at that time? 
Cecil Moss, a big warm and welcoming personality with matching handshake; 
Laurence Goldman, who became a dear friend, gently encouraged my religious 
efforts; Nahum Marks, who I chose to sit next to, because of his quiet, unspoken, 
comforting presence; Sol Bender, one row behind me, spoke with a soft educated 
Belfast accent that was so nice to hear again; Michael Ellenbogen was an inspiration 
as a layener and was a lovely guy.    
 
You have been an executive of the shul, What work have you done and what 
changes were you able to make.   
2012, The installation of new carpets and security fencing. 
2013, I began the process of looking at what roof repairs we needed. 
2012 – 2014, The committee was engaged in a search for a rabbi.  This involved the 
hard work of my wife, Ellen, who joined the selection panel and liaised with a number 
of Jewish organizations who sourced rabbinic personnel.  She advertised the 
position, researched the candidates and organized the Skype interviews.  This was a 
deeply frustrating process because many seemingly suitable rabbis would, after 
much consideration, pull out when they felt that lending their efforts to a 
congregation that has a mixed choir would give rise to such peer pressure that it 
would destroy their reputations as orthodox rabbis.  In the end, the congregation 
were not happy with our choice, who felt strongly that he was not what they had in 
mind.  After a tough time working hard and to no avail, I was not re-elected as a 
trustee, so I was forced to take a back-seat for a year.  The new committee 
completed the process by ultimately engaging Rabbi Abel. From 2017. Organizing 
the Biblical Archaeology talks. 
 
For you, was serving the shul a duty or a labour of love. 
A labour of love seems closer to the truth; All the committee members can only give 
of their spare time as volunteers.  Saul Marks is someone who puts his energies very 
much on the line and to a greater extent than I do.  He is very driven.  We disagree 
as much as we agree but always will remain friends.  Laurence Goldman, was a 
powerful and sustained subtle force for good for the shul.  Alaster Burman is great 
with people and contacts.  My efforts on the committee seem to be emotionally 
driven, adding support or trying to put things into a proper perspective.  There have 
been times when I have not felt able to give any more than I do.   



	 22	

So much is needed on many levels to keep us going.  However, if we can just keep 
the ball in play we might do well in the long game.   
 
If you could bring about change, with money no object, what would you like  
to see happening at Princes Road. 
I remember a discussion you and I had in 2012 where you had equated the LOHC 
members to being our clientele.  Since then, I have come to believe that a 
subscription-based income model for LOHC is no longer going to be sustainable.  
Yes, to be a shul with at least weekly services and to be the focus of a community is 
vital and will be nurtured.  However, I see our sustainable financial and functional 
future as operating primarily as a charitable foundation which generates a significant 
educational output.  This would reach out to interested Jewish people of all 
backgrounds, and also to people of other faiths who respect Judaism.  For example, 
there are many levels where Jewish ethical and spiritual philosophy can have 
application to the problems of living today.  I am thinking of issues around global 
challenges, spiritual insights and the spiritual care of self and others.   
 
Also, we can learn a lot about how to define ourselves as Jews through representing 
our history, religion and culture to others of different religious backgrounds.  By 
engaging with, and really listening to them we can create mutual respect and 
gradually remove many barriers of ignorance and misunderstanding.  We will be an 
influence for good in both a local and global sense.  If we can develop a reputation 
as a productive centre for Jewish and humanitarian education, we will be positioned 
to attract funding from several categories of philanthropic sources.  That is how, I 
believe, we can be viable and survive.  If money were no object now, I would like to 
see us build multiple floors over the annex with seminar and lecture rooms, library 
and media centre, a short-stay flat, relaxation spaces, a coffee shop, a kitchen; all in 
a style compatible with the architecture of the building.  We would have regular talks 
and seminars by visiting speakers, run courses, and employ administrative staff to 
run these events. 
 
What are a couple of your favourite and memorable moments at Princes Road?   
In November 2012, Jonny Greenstein’s family concert was marvelous. The success 
was due to Jonny’s talent and understated charisma and it was organized by our 
beloved Brina Marks, ZTzL.  I am very impressed with the work that Linda, Roy and 
Jonny do in putting on cultural events. 

You once wrote an article in this magazine about your skills in layening. How 
did you get into doing that and what is the fascination? 
This was back in 2011.  I had just returned home from a committee meeting where 
we had realized there would be many weeks without anyone available to layen.  
Someone had said that without weekly Shabbat services we would start a descent 
on the slippery slope to disappearance, remarking that Shabbat is like a regular 
Jewish heartbeat.  I was upset to think that our prognosis might be terminal.  I 
couldn’t sleep and I remember lying in bed noticing the comings and goings of light 
from vehicle headlights on the ceiling when the idea came to me that maybe I could 
help.  If it had been a voice in my head it would have said, “You can learn to layen, 
it’s like doing a haftarah, which you already can do with sufficient practice, except it 
demands much more.  But you can do this”.  Although I felt daunted, the worrisome 
sadness was replaced by excitement and inspiration.   
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I come from a musical family, and what better way to apply a talent, than to breathe 
musicality into the reading-out of the scriptures that define us.  It is the lynchpin of 
every service and is intended to bring the narrative and message of our scriptures to 
life. 
 
Do you have other interests in music? 
I don’t listen to my collection of recordings as much these days as I used to in my 
youth, but have accumulated many loves in music.  I know that you and I share an 
interest in Jazz.  The sound of a solo piano is a sound that is deeply affecting to 
many people.  I love many of the Jazz pianists and classical romantic piano works 
composed by Frederic Chopin, Sergei Rachmaninov, Johannes Brahms, Franz 
Schubert.  I also am fond of many of the string quartets by Dmitri Shostakovich. 
 
You are a chiropodist by profession. What made you go into that field? 
In 2003, I had hit a professional and personal crisis and my wife, Ellen, helped me to 
find my new direction.  After watching me suffer for years, she metaphorically 
grabbed me gently me by the lapels, pinned me to the wall and shook me until the 
word “Healthcare” fell from my lips.  I made a move from IT to podiatry in 2007 after 
training part-time at Salford University’s School of Healthcare.   I am lucky to now 
have a job that combines making a living with tangibly helping people by easing their 
discomfort and pain, sometimes mentally as well as physically.   
 
What do you do in your spare time in the way of hobbies? 
If ever there is a stretch of uninterrupted time, making model ships and aeroplanes.  
Also reading and memorizing some of the poetry of my favourite poets.  
 

 You have organized well attended talks in the shul on the subject of biblical 
archaeology. What fascinates you about this subject?    
I want us to know the truth about Jewish biblical history.  At the very least, it’s 
something to aim for.  Maybe archaeology can bring us nearer.  Personally, I seem 
to have an inexplicable faith and belief, but that’s not enough.  I am working with Dr. 
Paul Lawrence, the Biblical archaeologist and ancient language translator, 
organizing his next talk in February 2020 on “Where did the Hebrew language come 
from?”  All this links with the idea above that maybe we can fulfill the vision of LOHC 
becoming a Jewish educational centre.   

  
 Who are your heroes, and who (dead or alive) would you like to have a one-to-

one chat with, maybe as one of your chiropody patients and why? 
My mother’s father, Barney Vard, who never knew me over the age of 13, who I 
loved and respected; The poets, W.H. Auden and Louis McNiece, for inspiration with 
my own writing; Legendary Jewish teachers from the Mussar movement, the late 
Rabbi Aryeh Carmell and the late Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, for regular life-long 
counselling sessions;  Jesus of Nazareth, to tell me what really happened, stripped 
of all the religious politics; Thinkers and activists on Palestine-Israel, Daniel 
Barenboim, the late Edward Said, the late Amos Oz, for help to clear, inspire and 
maybe focus my mind on ways to resolve the conflict and tensions;  Physicist, Prof 
Richard Feynman, to teach me to develop my knowledge and understanding.  He 
was a great personality who could get across complex concepts but, at the same 
time, talked in the down-to-earth style of a New York taxi-driver.  He was a genius 
who knew what it is to know something; Comedians, Jackie Mason, Peter Cook, 
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Dudley Moore, Eric Morecambe, Dave Allen, The Goon Show team, (Messrs. 
Sellers, Milligan, Bentine and Secombe) and any writer or actor involved with the 
making of the “Father Ted” series.  Just for pure fun; Classical Pianists, Jorge Bolet 
and Claudio Arrau – I would like them to magically transfer their skills to me, 
otherwise it will mean very hard work over many years;  

 
What behavior do you deplore most in other people? 
Most bad behavior is due to people doing what they feel is ok or even righteous, but 
their intentions were flawed, and their reflective rationalizations are based on only 
selective and convenient justifications.  I do it.  We all do it.  Bad behaviour may be 
because of a bad trait, but may equally be due to the misuse of good ones. So, 
deploring will not get us very far.  If we are in a position to do so, (eg for a close 
relative, friend or colleague) the best thing is to gently lead someone who has 
behaved badly, towards the idea that they might have misused their good traits.  An 
example of this might be “I recognize your determination to succeed, but do you 
think you are being as sensitive as you might be to the feelings and legitimate goals 
of others?”    
    
Personally, I feel both angry and sad to see people (and probably perfectly nice 
people) walking along the street with headphones or mobile phones welded to their 
ears.  Smartphones also seem to compromise their watchfulness as they look down.  
To me that is a state of self-absorption and de-sensitization.  Walking along the road 
is a social interaction.  Eventually people will be getting brain implants to feed them 
with all this questionable data at every waking hour so they don’t have to look down, 
so at least the street furniture and fellow pedestrians may be safer from collisions.    
But really, what can I do?   
 
And what trait impresses you most in other people? 
The constructive use of anger.  
 
If you could go back in time, where would you go? 
As long as I can come back to the present when I click my fingers: Steam train 
journeys and a transatlantic crossing to New York in the 1930s on Cunard Line’s 
Queen Mary; A flight on the magnificent Vickers Vanguard turboprop in the late 
1960s;  A piano recital given by Franz Liszt or Frederic Chopin to a small audience.  
 
What keeps you awake at night? 
Knowing that a relationship has gone wrong and is in need of putting right whether it 
be my fault or not.  I feel regretful and sorry if it is my fault, and, if I don’t think it’s my 
fault, resentful and hurt.  Generally, I am used to being fond of most people, so it 
disturbs me deeply when relationships go wrong or are irretrievably lost.   
 
What is your favourite smell? 
As long as these smells are mild and not sickly and overpowering:  Vanilla, wood, old 
pages, citrus, garlic and a perfume which, I believe, is called “Happy” by Clinique.   
 
What is the main lesson life has taught you? 
That we all have a unique and multi-facetted set of personal agendas in our lives, 
these are the reasons why we were born.  My wish is for everyone to find theirs, 
because a lack of awareness of this is a sad thing to see.  Some people in my family 



	 25	

have said to me that this search is a luxury they could not afford, for example, 
because life in previous generations was tougher.  I must accept that on trust.  
Nevertheless, we are all wonderful spiritually, gifted with personal configurations of 
talents and powers that make us special.  We all are capable of unselfish, true love.  
In this finite lifespan, we have to actively seek and find ways to realize these 
attributes into physical being.  It is not easy, but if you are knocking on the right door, 
you do get help.   
 
I can offer no advice as to how each person must go about their quest, because we 
are all different.  For me in 2003, I almost fell apart before I decided to train to be a 
podiatrist.  However, some people will grow gradually, some will simply fall into or be 
guided towards the right environment, some will know exactly what they want to do 
from an early age, some will live a seemingly disconnected patchwork of different 
lives within a life.  Who can say or prescribe?  Try to be loving, and have faith that 
goodness and love will always find its way to you and you will find your path.      
 
THE SHUL SHOP 
Alaster Burman reports 

Princess Road Synagogue Shop 
has been running for ten plus 
years, selling gifts to it’s visitors 
such as schools and tourists. 
Until recently it was run by two 
ladies, but recently it fell into my 
lap, I am keeping the shop alive 
and ticking over until we find that 
next person for the job.  
 
I have always had an interest in 
the retail business starting my 
working life at Lewis's Liverpool 
as a management trainee before 
going into my late father’s 
business and I found it to be an 
easy transition to volunteer 
running the synagogues shop for 
a short while even at my age.  

 
When Naomi Hoyland and myself set up the Synagogue Tours in it’s current format 
over ten years ago, creating an exhibition, having a shop selling gifts to our visitors 
at the end of the tour, seemed a logical progression.  
 
I and many other members of our community want to see the Synagogues shop 
progressing, continuing to go from strength to strength, and I hope to find a suitable 
volunteer who will take over the running of this not so onerous but so very satisfying 
job. 
 
I can tell you this, I have visited recently a number of synagogue’s Shops, and ours 
in terms of stock & layout is amongst the best I have seen.   AB 
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DAYS OF EUROPEAN JEWISH CULTURE AND HERITAGE 
B’nai Brith annual programme of events. 
 
Just because we are in the process of leaving the European Union, it doesn’t mean 
to say we have severed our relationship with Jewish organisations and events 
around Europe. Every year B’nai Brith UK organises what they call European Days 
of Jewish Culture and Heritage (EDJCH) in venues around the UK and one or two on 
the continent. Last year’s programme was once again a great success. Princes Road 
Shul takes part in the programme by opening its doors to the public and once again 
Bnai Brith have invited us to participate in the vast array of events during the EDJCH 
this year, which has now become an established feature of the European Jewish 
calendar. 
  
For 2020, the BBUK EDJCH will run from Thursday 3rd to Thursday 17th September 
inclusive. The National Heritage Open Days will run from 11th to 20th September this 
year.  
  
The theme for 2020 will be ‘Jewish Journeys’, which lends itself to a wide range of 
potential events. For example, one interpretation could be journeys made by Jewish 
people from where they were born to those places they may have had to call home 
as refugees before, during or after both World Wars. Or journeys could be 
interpreted in a light hearted way, with reference to Jewish journeys across the years 
in food, music or culture.  All of these interpretations offer a wealth of opportunities 
for open days, talks, guided walks and exhibitions.  
 
If you think our shul could easily put on an event or exhibition and you have the 
imagination and time to form a small team of curators then we could become more 
involved with EDJCH with this theme to tie in with the Heritage Day activities, please 
get in touch with the Together editor or the shul office to discuss the possibilities.  
  
Either way, be sure to pick up one of the special brochures that will go out on display 
and visit or attend one or more of the wide choice of activities on offer.   Ed. 
 
 

At the Civic Service on  
March 8th 2020, Shul 
member and City Councilor  
Edwin Clein, in his capacity 
as President of the 
Merseyside Jewish 
Representative Council, 
delivering his address. 
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THE JEWS OF PERU 
ur occasional series, Shuls on our travels: From their home in Toronto, Adrian 
Tenser, formerly of Liverpool, and his wife, Helene, visited places of Jewish interest 
in Lima and Cusco in Peru in September 2019. 
 
The Jewish community in Lima was never very large, but now it is quite small, 
although active, comprising about 3,000 people. There used to be multiple shuls, but 
now there are just 3 plus a Chabad House. Two shuls are Ashkenazie and one is 
Sephardi. The Chabad House is quite large and even has rooms for overnight 
guests, although the architecture is unremarkable .  Sharon Synagogue, showing both The 

original and new buildings. 

The Sharon Bima 
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The Tensers first visited the Sharon Synagogue, which started in an old mansion, 
and then had a 1970’s addition put on to create a larger sanctuary.                       
The Sharon Synagogue also houses a small museum of the history of the Jews in 
Lima, as well as a Shoah memorial/museum, which provides Holocaust education to 
school groups of all faiths in Lima. There the Tensers also learned that many Jews 
left Peru during the time of the Shining Path ... essentially a period when far left 
terrorists took over the country, and anyone who had a business or money was 
attacked.  
 
They also had a tour of an impressive Jewish day school, Colegio León Pinelo, 
which goes from nursery to pre-university, despite the small number of students it 
serves.  While the community is not large, Lima does have a kosher restaurant - 
Bobe’s (Bubbie’s) Kitchen. It was quite a nice spot and the food was good too ... they 
even had chocolate babka! 
 
The Tensers ended their tour of Jewish Lima at Synagogue 1870, where they had a  
lovely talk with the new rabbi, who comes from Buenos Aires, and who also worked 
as the new head rabbi of their own shul, Beth Tzedec, in Toronto. 

 
photo: Synagogue 1870 
sanctuary 
 
While there are only a 
few other very small 
Jewish communities 
scattered around Peru 
(including apparently the 
Amazon region), they 
were able to visit the 
only other Chabad 
House in Peru, at 
Cusco, the gateway city 
to Machu Picchu.  There 
are no Jews in Cusco 
other than those who 
run the Chabad, which 
was established to serve 
the hundreds of Israeli 
kids who visit Peru after 
doing their military 

service.  Last Passover, apparently Cusco Chabad hosted 2,000 people for Seder, 
which had to be conducted in two seatings in order to accommodate everyone.  The 
Tensers enjoyed a delicious chicken schnitzel dinner when they were there, as the 
rabbi supervises their completely kosher dairy and meat kitchens.   
 
Text and photos H&AT. 
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IAN SAMUELS 
Edward Marks discovers another shul member with an incredible WW2 story 

 
Ian Samuels was a member of the shul. He 
passed away in 2001 aged 81. He was the son of 
Sam and Rose Samuels and the brother of Vicky 
Rhodes who lives in Cheadle.  He married Anita in 
1946 and had two children, Andrew, who lives in 
London and Vivienne Alexander who lives in 
Bowden. He was educated at Clifton College and 
Cambridge University. 
 
Ian trained in the USA during 1942 as a navigator 
passing the course in July. He then underwent 
further training in Canada.  He was eventually 
posted to 142 Squadron, based in Kairouan in 
Tunisia.  
 

Ian undertook a number of missions and they are listed in the ‘Observers and Air 
Gunners Log Book’ kept by Ian and shows bombing raids and leaflet dropping, 
mainly to Sardinia, Italy and Sicily.  Ian had regularly flown on aircraft HZ 474 QT-R, 
a Wellington bomber, and it was in this aircraft that he was shot down on 4th July 
1943 whilst on an operation 
to Catania in Sicily. The 
pilot, Squadron Leader 
Arthur Percival Craigie, DFC 
from Surrey, reported having 
engine trouble about an hour 
after take-off but it must 
have been resolved as the 
crew flew on to the target 
area.   
 
The aircraft was shot down 
near its final target and broke up on impact, propelling Ian out of the Wellington’s 
broken back. He was the only survivor and the family was informed by telegram on 
31st July 1943. After he realised that there were no other survivors he swam to the 
shore, despite having an injured leg.  It was night and although he could not see the 
shore his skills as a very competent navigator helped him.  
 
On his course he had passed as exceptional in theory and he would have known the 
aircraft’s position when it crashed and used astro-navigation to reach the shore. It 
was estimated that he had to swim four miles.  Ian reached the rocky coast of Sicily 
at dawn after several hours, completely exhausted. Luckily, he was a keen 
sportsman and very fit.  He was picked up by Italian sentries who were guarding the 
cliffs and eventually taken to a POW camp near Naples and then transferred to 
Bologna where he contracted hepatitis. 
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When Italy capitulated in September 1943, all the officer POWs were seized by the 
Germans and transported to Germany. Ian was transported to Stalag Luft III in 
Sagen (now Poland) but rarely spoke about his time there.  What is written here is 
taken from small statements I have heard in the past including at his 80th birthday 
party. 
 
Ian was at Stalag Luft III at the time of the ‘Great Escape.’ He was informed about 
what was going on but told by the Senior British Officer (SBO) that he could not take 
part in the escape.  The reason for this was that the SBO had been informed that the 
Germans knew that he was Jewish and that even though the Camp Commandant 
was anti-Nazi and respected by the prisoners, there were certain pro-Nazi German 
soldiers there that would shoot him if he tried to escape. Ian did insist on playing his 
part and was one of the men given the task of disposing of the soil from the tunnels. 
We do know that Ian was amongst those who had to endure the forced march in 
January 1945 when the Russian army advanced into eastern Germany. Suffering 
extremely cold conditions the prisoners ate raw vegetables they found on the route in 
order to stay alive. He was finally liberated at Lubeck in May 1945 and immediately 
sent a telegram to his parents. Dated 10th May 1945 it reads, “Fit and well. Liable to 
arrive any time. Love Ian”. 
 
A coincidental postscript? As mentioned above, the pilot of the Wellington was 
Squadron Leader Arthur Percival Craigie. His father John had changed the family 
name when Arthur was a boy.  Arthur was born Arthur Percival Samuel. His father 
John Samuel was Jewish and because he had married out, his family had cut him 
off. When Arthur and his brother were at school they suffered the anti-semitic 
feelings of the time so his father John adopted his wife’s surname, Craigie:      EM. 
To read more about Ian and this story go to;- 
www.bansteadhistory.com/memorial2_C_HZ474%20Wellington%20Crew.html 

 
 
 
 

 
 

PASSOVER APPEAL 
 

Please help us to improve the quality of 
Jewish life for local people at Passover and 
throughout the year by sending your special 

donation payable to: 
“Merseyside Jewish Community Care” 
c/o Janet Rosen, Honorary Treasurer 

MJCC, Shifrin House, 
433 Smithdown Road, Liverpool L15 3JL 

 

If you wish to donate on-line please visit  
www.justgiving.com/merseysidejcc/ 

 
 

Please do not pass over those in desperate 
need 

 
Registered Charity No: 1122902 
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DEANE ROAD CEMETERY : AN OVERVIEW 
By David Grantham, one of the shul volunteers working at the cemetery visitor centre. 
 

 
 
The oldest Liverpool Jewish cemetery is in Deane Road, between Kensington and 
Edge Lane. It has always belonged to Liverpool Old Hebrew Congregation (LOHC). It 
opened for burials in 1837 and the last was in 1929, by which time LOHC had acquired 
the land which became Broad Green Cemetery. Following closure the cemetery fell into 
disrepair. In 2007 a committee of Jewish and Gentile volunteers was formed and in 
2010 the Heritage Lottery Fund agreed to make a grant for major restoration. Work 
completed in 2012 and the cemetery was re-consecrated. There are nearly 2000 
graves, very many are of infants and young children. The volunteer committee now 
cares for the cemetery and this year will be on site to welcome the public on the third 
Sunday of each month (April to September) between 1.00 pm and 4.00 pm. Guides 
often accompany visitors to explain matters and visits at other times can be arranged 
for a small fee. Additional volunteers are always welcome. 
    
One of the Deane Road occupants is David Lewis. Born in London in 1823 he came to 
Liverpool in 1839 to be apprenticed to a tailor. In 1856 he opened his first shop in 
Ranelagh Street which soon expanded to become what is still known as “the Lewis’s 
building.” As his business flourished he expanded into other cities. He became wealthy 
and known as a philanthropist with a social conscience.       
  
When it was necessary in the late 1860s for the congregation to move to a larger 
building  (our beautiful synagogue) 180 members of LOHC are recorded as having 
contributed to just over £8000 for the structural cost. Most gave quite modest sums but 
David Lewis gave £1000 and the synagogue opened for services in 1874. Trying to 
imagine the likely cost today of such a building gives an indication of the scale of his 
generosity. But he did not stop there. On the front of the Bima (Reader’s platform) is 
the wording indicating that in 1875 he paid for the replacement of the original modest 
platform with the current magnificent one.      
  
His generosity was not restricted to Jewish causes. On his death in 1885 he left to 
charity a sum approximating to the modern equivalent of £50,000,000, having specified 
that it be used for the good of the working classes in Liverpool and Manchester.  It paid 
for a hospital, a nurses’ home, a 400 bed workers’ hostel, a club and theatre, sports 
grounds, a library and a medical centre for epilepsy sufferers.   This now provides 
residential services for sufferers from severe neurological disorders, 
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SHUL NOTICE BOARD 
Some of the happy and sad events since our last magazine 
 
EVENTS 
Social & Cultural  Biblical Archaeology Talk    February 16th 
Commemorative Event - Holocaust Memorial Day Concert    January 26th 
Civic Service         March 8th 
   
CELEBRATORY KIDDUSHIM 
Sponsored birthday Kiddush by Solly Matalon for his birthday   November 16th 
Sponsored Kiddush by Edward Mott Cowan to celebrate 60 years  
being in Shul choir          January 18th  
Sponsored Kiddush by Sylvia Shechter to celebrate her birthday   February 1st 
Barmitzvah, Nathan Young , son of Carol Rifkin & David Young   October 26th 
Wedding, Jessica Engler to Robert Selwyn      December 22nd 
 
YORTZEIT KIDDUSHIM 
David Swerdlow,  Dovid ben Zelick dedicated by his son  
    Michael Swerdlow        November 9th 
Dr Leonard Wolfman,  Chaim Arya LabeBen Yaakov Yitzchak dedicated  
     by his wife Mrs Shirley Wolfman      November 23rd    
Louis Pearl, Arian Lev ben Eliyahu dedicated by son Geoff Pearl Nov 30th           
Raphael Dorfman  Yerachmiel ben Avraham Z'ev dedicated  
     by his daughter Naomi Hoyland      December 14th 
Victor Kay, Ze'ev Aharon ben Ya'akov Dov and Jack and  
     Edna Waldman Ya'akov ben Shmuel Yosef and Chava bat Shmuel  
     dedicated by Dan Kay to his father and grandparents       December 8th                 
Frank Guratsky,  Ephraim ben Tzvi and Lazarus Rubins, 
     Chayim Eliezar ben Shmuel dedicated by David Grantham  
     to his father and wife Sonia's father      January 11th 
Arline & Max Nieman, Chaiya Rivka bat Hershel Zvi and  
     Mordechai ben Reuven and Hannah and Reuben Nieman, 
     Chana Esther and Reuven and Edna and Harry Churney, 
     Sara and Hershel ben Zvi dedicated by daughter and grand-daughter  
     Karen Nieman and Alaster and Hilary Burman  
     shared the sponsorship       January 25th 
Charles and Rebecca Dorfman, Shmaryahu ben Avraham Ze'ev  
      and Rivka Raisa bat Yisroel dedicated by daughter Ruth Raisman  February 8th 
Sidney Young,  Shmuel ben Avraham dedicated by  
      son David Young          February15th 
Brina Marks,  Brina bat Nachum dedicated by  
      brother Saul and father Nachum Marks and families         February 29th 
 
DEATHS (none) 
      
STONE SETTINGS    
Kay Fyne     November 10th 
Stella Gould    February 9th 
Doreen Goodman    February 16th 
George Goodman    March 29th 
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PESACH MESSAGE FROM THE 
BOARD OF DEPUTIES 
 

Pesach is a poignant time of 
year for all of us. It is the moment when we reflect both on the 
suffering of our ancestors in Egypt and also celebrate their 
freedom from Pharoah. 
 
For many years. we have lived free and safe lives as Jews in 
the UK. However, the antisemitism crisis in Labour has given 
Pesach an extra level of significance. For the first time I can 
remember, anti-Jewish racism has been at the front and centre 
of British politics. Heading into a General Election last 
December, it is not overstating matters to say that many in our 
community were feeling real anxiety, and, in some cases, even 

fear, over our future.  
 
The Labour leadership election will be decided shortly before the start of Pesach. We 
are hoping that this moment will be a turning point for the party. This is the reason 
that, in January, we produced our Ten Pledges for Labour Leadership and Deputy 
Leadership candidates. The pledges identify the ten key points we believe Labour 
needs to sign up to in order to begin healing its relationship with the Jewish 
community. 
 
|This relationship, once rock solid, has been all but destroyed. It will take leadership, 
commitment and, most importantly, action. We expect that those seeking to move 
the party forward will openly and unequivocally endorse these Ten Pledges in full, 
making it clear that if elected as leader, or deputy leader, they will commit 
themselves to their full implementation. 
 
We have been encouraged that all the leadership candidates have signed up to the 
pledges (although, disgracefully, deputy leadership candidates Richard Burgon and 
Dawn Butler refused to accept them). We are also hugely encouraged by the 
massive media coverage the pledges have received and the way they have 
compelled candidates to confront the antisemitism in their party. 
 
Of course, antisemitism is not just a problem for Labour. We engaged with all the 
major parties during the election campaign when candidates made antisemitic 
statements or posts. We will continue to call out racism, wherever it comes from and 
whenever it happens, in a completely even-handed way. 
 
Those who know the Board of Deputies will understand we are not a single-issue 
organisation. We exist to ensure that the UK’s Jewish community can live freely, 
happily and continue to practise our traditions.  
 
We are working to ensure that the Jewish community’s interests are protected after 
Brexit, whether that is safeguarding UK-Israel trade, carrying over to UK law EU 
sanctions on groups like Hamas,  
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or guaranteeing the same or better access to Kosher meat.  
 
We are passionate about protecting our religious freedoms, whether the right to 
circumcise our baby boys in accordance with our tradition or to ensure that 
employees are able to take time off for Jewish festivals and follow their Jewish 
traditions within the law.  
 
Through Pikuach, we supervise religious education in Jewish schools, and we travel 
the country with the Jewish Living Experience exhibition, educating non-Jewish 
children and adults about our way of life.  We engage with Government ministers, 
MPs, local councillors, diplomats, faith leaders and with a huge variety of public 
bodies on behalf of the community we represent. 
 
This festival of freedom reminds us how our ancestors suffered. It is our aim to 
ensure that our generation of Jews continues to live safely and happily. 
 
Wishing you all a Chag Kasher ve-Sameach, 

    
Marie van der Zyl    President : Nissan 5780 
 
 
 
TOGETHER MAGAZINE 
This magazine is only circulated to Princes Road Shul members. It’s a way of 
keeping you in the circle with news, announcements, articles of interest, reports etc. 
If you would like to contribute an article on a topic you think would interest other 
members or a letter expressing your views about what goes on in Shul, then please 
drop us a line together with photographs and graphics if appropriate, preferably by 
email so that we don’t have to decipher and type from handwritten notes. Please 
send them to the Shul office or direct to the editor at michael@swerdlow.co.uk    
 
Any articles sent in to be considered for inclusion for the Rosh Hashana 2020 edition 
must be received by the editor no later than seven weeks before the festival to 
guarantee inclusion. Shul officers and the magazine editor reserve the right to edit or 
omit material sent in if space does not permit or is unsuitable for publishing. All facts, 
opinions and statements appearing in this magazine are those of the writers and 
editors themselves, and are in no way those of the Shul or its officers.  
 
Information in Together is gathered from sources considered to be reliable, but the 
accuracy of the information cannot be guaranteed. All original material created 
specifically for this magazine becomes the copyright property of the Liverpool Old 
Hebrew Congregation and should not be copied without the prior permission in 
writing of the LOHC.  
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LATEST NEWS FROM MERSEYSIDE 
JEWISH COMMUNITY CARE 
 
Merseyside Jewish Community Care produces a monthly email which is emailed out 
at the start of each month.  This is an informative email offering the latest news 
about our range of services and hot topics.  If you wish to receive information about 
what’s happening and what’s on at MJCC ring us at Shifrin House 0151-733 2292 
and let us know your email address. 
 
A hugely successful “Re-thinking mental health” 
awareness evening was held in February 2020 
where we welcomed Jonny Benjamin MBE, 
mental health campaigner, writer, film producer 
and vlogger as our guest speaker. The 
audience included many other organisations 
(including Merseycare, Time to Change, the 
Life Rooms, Cheshire Autism, Bradbury Fields 
and Age Concern) that work with MJCC on a 
daily basis in order to support people. Jonny 
Benjamin’s talk and presentation was followed by a Q&A and a    
productive networking session.                          photo: Dr Michael Fraenkel, Jonny Benjamin and Lisa Dolan   
 
Merseyside Jewish Community Care health and wellbeing activities for seniors 
continue to go from strength to strength and run at numerous venues in the 
community.  Wellbeing clubs for seniors include:  Tai Chi, knitting circle, beginners’ 
bridge, dance club, armchair exercises and memory fitness club.  Refreshments are 
served at all clubs and new members are always welcome.  We have produced an 
A5 booklet advertising all our health and wellbeing groups.  Please call in to Shifrin 
House to collect a copy of this booklet and our monthly MJCC Activity Programme 
for seniors in our community. 
 
Our core Clubs include Monday and Tuesday Lunch and Activity Clubs where a 
three course hot Kosher lunch is served followed by an activity which can range from 
discussions, armchair exercises, guest speakers, quizzes, rummikub to 
entertainment. Soup and sandwich is held every Wednesday lunch time followed by 
bingo and parties are held at Yomim Tovim to celebrate major festivals.  As well as 
our Lunch and Activity clubs, we provide delicious fresh meals on wheels which are 
delivered by our volunteers on Wednesday and Friday mornings. Wednesday Lunch 
Circle takes place on the last Wednesday of each month.  This popular Club offers a 
light lunch and a high profile guest speaker followed by a game of bridge, kalooki or 
rummi-kub.   
 
Going forward MJCC is reliant upon the support of the community as both volunteers 
and donors.  We hope that future generations continue to help us as this is the only 
way we can secure the future of Jewish welfare services in our community. 
Services are dependent on the support of volunteer teams. Merseyside Jewish 
Community Care needs more volunteers as we require 70 each week to maintain our 
current services.  If you wish to become a volunteer or would like further information 
about any of our health and wellbeing clubs, please contact us on 0151-733 2292  
or email info@mjccshifrin.co.uk                    Lisa Dolan, Chief Executive 
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Another superb recipe from one of our favourite 
cookery books, good for Pesach and all year round.  
Recipe taken from ‘Persiana’  
a middle Eastern cookbook by Sabriana Ghayour 
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The photograph on the front cover was taken just before the 
landscaping and road restructuring project started. This back 
cover photograph was taken in mid project.   See pages 6 and 11 
for some of the stories about the new electricity mains cables 
installed outside the shul during February and March this year. 
 

 


