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Chag samayach and welcome to the Pesach 5773/2013 edition of Together which 
we hope you enjoy reading. The Officers and staff of the Shul and the editor of 
Together wish all members a happy yomtov. 
 
Once again Together wishes to thank those who sent in articles, reports and pictures 
for the last edition of Together which you will notice always tend to be from the same 
few contributors. Few readers make any comment at all or send us feed back about 
the magazine or its content.  In conversation with one or two members, when asked 
what they thought of the magazine, would you believe, they actually replied, "what 
magazine?"  So to prove that there is someone out there getting the benefit of 
Together, it would be nice to receive your comments and contributions. Tell us what 
you think of the magazine, its style and its content. If you think there is not enough 
religious content - or too much, then do please tell us. Better still, send in your 
articles of the type you think are missing or send us any material that you think our 
members would enjoy reading.   
 
The next edition will be Rosh Hashana in September 2013/Ellul which will give you 
plenty of notice to send your articles in, preferably by email, to the Shul via Petula 
Nevitt at lohc1@aol.com or direct to the editor Michael Swerdlow to 
michael@swerdlow.co.uk 
 
 
MESSAGE FROM SENIOR WARDEN,  
LAURENCE GOLDMAN 
Knock, Knock 
Who's there? 
EliYa 
EliYa who? 
EliYaHu HaNavi 
 
The figure of Elijah (Eliyahu) is especially appropriate for Pesach, since 
in Jewish tradition he is the herald of the Messiah and therefore points to 
a future period of perfect freedom and peace. As you know, during the Seder, 
the door is opened for the arrival of Elijah. At one time, it was usual to 
leave the door open throughout the Seder as an invitation to strangers to 
enter and participate in the Seder. 
 
I hope you and your family have wonderful Sedarim. I wish you a Happy Pesach 
and look forward to seeing you in Shul. 
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COVER PHOTOGRAPH 

 
Continuing our series on the Shul architecture and artefacts, our cover photograph 
features the bimah, The shul is full of wonderful focal points but the bimah captures 
our constant attention as it is from there that the services are conducted and to where 
we probably gaze most of the time. The bimah we see today is not the original one 
when the shul was first built in 1874. That was constructed from acacia wood with its 
main bodywork resembling the front panels of the ladies galleries with square vertical 
column dividers. The artist's impression of the interior, which was drawn prior to the 
build and which hangs in the annexe, shows the lights of the replacement bimah in 
the very foreground, as if drawn from standing on it. So far we have not been able to 
find original drawings or sketches.  
 
Some years later the timber bimah was replaced with the stone based structure we 
see today with its ornate pillar surrounds and brass candelabra. Take a closer look at 
each pillar and you will see several features. At the top of each pillar there is a floral 
or volute capital. No two of them have the same floral design. They are all gold 
painted and the marble pillars themselves are all of different patterns and colours. 
The legend goes that the building contractors Jones and Sons Ltd invited each of the 
craftsmen working on the construction to use their own floral design and select their 
favourite marble. 
 
The same pillar designs are repeated in two other locations in the building. The pulpit 
has a matching design but here, the upright pillars use all the same marble and the 
capitals are also all the same design. The pillar and capital design is again reflected 
in the tapered arch at the entrance to the building, these are constructed in untreated 
red sandstone with granite pillars but once again the craftsmen were allowed to vary 
the design of the floral capitals.   
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It is safe to assume that the first bimah would have been illuminated by candles and 
the brass candelabra on the replacement bimah would have been lit by gas mantles 
as was the remainder of the interior of the building. Can you imagine how dull it 
would have been and difficult to read a prayer book until the level of light was 
improved with the installation of electricity in the neighbourhood in the early 1920s.  
 
The bimah has gold lettering engraved in the black marble on its front elevation 
which says, "This almemar was presented by David Lewis in gratitude to almighty 
God for his great goodness. September 6th 1875 : 5635"  Assuming there were 
craftsmen in existence today capable of doing so, can you imagine how much it 
might cost to build a bimah today to the same specification?  
 
We looked up the word Almemar in the dictionary to find;-  'Judaism, bema, bimah, 
also bima in Ashkenazic usage. The raised platform in a synagogue on which the 
reading desk stands.  From the Arabic al-minbar, the pulpit, platform.'  We also saw a 
fascinating page on the subject in the online Jewish Encyclopedia at 
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/1283-almemar 

The Sewill clock over the entrance doors is the original circa 1874 and was designed 
to reflect the shul's exterior elevation, eg octagonal columns, minarets etc. The 
bauble motif on the clock was copied in 1968 / 5728 when the replacement 
bannisters to the bimah were donated by Neville & Sonia Goldrein. A small brass 
plate at the bottom of the right hand bannister records this presentation.  
 
Joseph Sewill, who founded the firm who made the clock and installed it, had died 
many years before the shul was built, so it's more accurate to say that it was Sewills 
the firm, rather than Sewills the family, who made it. Members of the Sewill family 
would have attended the shul. See article about the clock in a previous edition of 
Together.  
 
Thanks as always to Saul Marks for additional notes for this article.  
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A ROSH HASHANA MESSAGE  
From Rabbi Geoffrey L. Shisler,  
Minister of the New West End Synagogue,  
Bayswater, London  
 

The Torah tells us how Moses came to Pharaoh 
time after time to persuade him to let the Israelites 
go. On each occasion he refused, and each time, 
because of his intransigence, Egypt was smitten 
with a plague. 
 
Just before the eighth plague, that of locusts, 
Pharaoh’s servants finally realised that the G-d of 
the Israelites was truly powerful and they suggested 
to the king that he should let the slaves go into the 

desert to worship their G-d. Moses and Aaron were brought back into Pharaoh’s 
presence and he said to them: “Go and serve your G-d, but who do you want to take 
with you?” 
 
Moses immediately responded. “We will go with our young and with our old, with our 
sons and with our daughters…” no one was to be left out, from babes in arms to the 
elderly and infirm. If the Israelites were to go to celebrate a feast to their G-d, then it 
was to be for every one of them, not just the men. To this Pharaoh refused to give his 
permission and so the next plague was brought upon the Egyptian people. 
 
That answer that Moses gave to Pharaoh was a principle that has defined the Jewish 
People ever since. As far as we are concerned the gender or age of a person is of no 
concern when considering a person’s worth. We place the same value on our little 
ones as we do on the elderly, we accord the same respect to the disabled as to the 
healthy. Social status or level of intellect are completely irrelevant in this respect. 
Every human being is created in the image of G-d, and therefore it is incumbent on 
us to treat everyone equally. 
 
This is reflected in the Hagaddah when we read about the Four Sons, one wise, one 
wicked, one simple and one too young to even ask a question. They’re all different in 
age and ability, yet they all sit together at the same table, participating in the same 
Seder service. Although we usually understand the fourth son to be just a little child, 
perhaps the expression ‘unable to ask’ means that he is an older person without the 
ability to speak. And the Hagaddah instructs us to speak to this person too, to 
encourage him and make sure that he is as much part of the family as everyone else. 
 
One of the great delights of the Seder is the coming together of members of the 
family, often with friends and visitors, all at different levels of knowledge about the 
proceedings and all with different perspectives into the history of the Exodus. The 
little ones bring home from school or Cheder ancient insights that are often new to at 
least someone at the table, and the adults relate the same stories that they, their 
parents and grandparents told year by year, stories that those children will be 
destined to one day relate to their grandchildren. 
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All are equal in the telling of the dramatic tale of the departure from Egypt, and 
everyone should be given his and her opportunity to make a contribution. 
 
May your Seder services be ones filled with happiness and joy as, with the souls of 
our ancestors who were released from slavery, you celebrate our freedom to serve 
G-d in the same way that Jews have done since time immemorial. 
 
I wish you all a Kasher and very happy Pesach. 
 
Editor’s note: The New West End Synagogue, Bayswater, London is the synagogue 
unofficially twinned with Princes Road in that the two almost identical buildings were 
designed by architects William and George Audsley in the late 1800s 
 
 
THE SYNAGOGUE TOUR GIFT SHOP 
Annette Goodman reports 

Since reporting in the last Together 
magazine we have welcomed many 
adult and children’s groups to the Shul 
for tours lead by our excellent guides. 
On completion of the tour the groups 
come into the annexe to view the 
exhibition and wander around the shop.  
 
The school tours have increased in 
numbers and we now stock a large 
selection of colourful and educational 
gifts that appeal to our young visitors. 
The children have written some lovely 

comments about their experience in the visitors book plus many handmade cards 
have been received as well.  
 
The adults enjoy browsing through our selection of postcards of the Shul priced at 
just 50p, our ever popular LOHC tea towels £3.99, mugs at £5.95 and our CDs of the 
music of the Shul featuring our Chazan and the choir priced at £5 per CD and £20 for 
a set of four. 
 
The Heritage Open Day this year brought us many visitors and an excellent day was 
enjoyed both in the Shul and the gift shop. 
 
We are delighted to tell you that a small range of our stock including tea towels, mugs 
and notelets is now available for sale at Rosemans Deli located at Childwall Abbey 
Road, but our full range can be viewed at the Shul on tour days, please ring Petula in 
the office for information. 
 
As always a big thank you goes to my loyal team of ladies who help me in the shop, 
to the guides for their assistance and to Petula and Eddie who are always there 
should we need anything on tour days 
 
I wish you all a happy and enjoyable Pesach and look forward to welcoming you to 
the shop very soon. 
 



 8 

PRINCES ROAD BURIAL BOARD 
LOHC Burial Board Chairman Alaster Burman reports 
 
It is about a year since I took over as Chairman and Henry Churney as Deputy, of the 
congregations Burial Board. It has been our stated aim that we continue to carry out 
our duties efficiently and in a caring way that is fitting considering the circumstances 
in which we work.  Sadly we have had eleven funerals in 2012.  
 
Very much a priority when we took on the job was to get the grounds looking like 
something most of us would remember in years gone by, we know it had been 
neglected in recent years. Michael Bell is our new groundsman and he attends twice 
a month in season. Visitors have pointed out that certain areas particularly the very 
backs on both sides of the avenue were in a poor state. This has been addressed 
and will be on an ongoing basis. 
 
A tremendous improvement to the grounds has been made. The posts and chain 
surrounding the Childrens Section have been replaced and we have to thank a few 
individual donors for this. An information board has been placed on the left as you 
come out of the Ohel and the diagram shown along with ground makers along the 
front rows each side of the avenue should make it easier for visitors trying to locate a 
Memorial. 
 
Very recently the Commonwealth War Graves Commission agent visited Broadgreen. 
Did you know we have eight war graves here? We asked that they put up on the 
gatepost their sign, and I think because of this and the pedestrian traffic to and from  
Broadgreen Hospital we have had enquiries from adult groups to give talks on the 
Jewish Cemetery here. 
 
There is a area top right which contain internments from Upper Frederick Street and 
Oak Street cemetery’s dating back to very early eighteen hundreds. This is an area of 
great historical interest and we will look at ways of preserving this, but it will cost 
money. 
 
Last year we moved two benches onto the avenue so people could rest and recently 
the Bender family donated a seat which has been placed on the avenue also, for 
some visitors it has been a place to sit and contemplate. 
A.B. 
 
 
A BRIEF HISTORY OF LOHC CEMETERIES 
Alaster Burman reveals more on the Shul's cemeteries. 
 
The term ‘Cemetery’ from the Greek, ‘sleeping place’ implies that the land is 
specifically designate as a burial ground. In pr-historic times they were sometimes 
referred to as ‘grave fields and were a great source of information. Many a long year 
ago it was the families responsibility to provide this service, but as the years went by 
and families could afford to pay for a burial these duties were taken over by grave 
diggers or as they are sometimes known, caretakers. 
 
In the first records of The Jews of Liverpool in 1753 it is written that the Hebrews 
worshipped at Turton Court, Cumberland Street off Victoria Street but no mention of 
a burial ground, similarly when after a short time they removed to a place near 
Canning Dock,  
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no mention of a burial place here, not until they re- located in 1789 to a terrace house 
in Upper Frederick Street off Park Lane do we know that burials took place in the 
back yard. We have photographs showing these very old tombstones, on the wall of 
the Ohel at Broadgreen. Of course we know that when a community gathered and a 
place to worship was found two things were required, a Mikva, and a burial ground, 
usually away from the synagogue. 
 
In 1802 having used up all available space at Upper Frederick Street, land was 
purchased in Oak Street off London Road. In those days it was well away from the 
city centre and because of its rural location was a popular place for duels; as is 
recorded. To day the only things that come to rest there are motor cars on Liddels car 
park. To serve an ever growing community and having out grown the cemetery 
grounds at Oak Street, land was purchased in 1837 in Deane Street now known as 
Deane Road, once again, in the early part of the eighteenth century this area was on 
the very outskirts of the city, this cemetery served the Seel Street congregation which 
opened its doors in 1808. 
 
There is a fascination amongst many people, myself included, with visiting 
cemetery’s and the information they can provide to individuals and communities, 
English Heritage must think so otherwise why give large sums of money to renovate 
as in the case of Deane Road. Visitor Centres and tours indicate that the public have 
a very keen interest in wanting to learn, to know more about the people buried there, 
again a source of information. In Deane Road for example, (*) many of the Victorians 
buried there were instrumental in the rise of Liverpool as the second city of the British 
Empire and the most prominent Jewish community in Britain outside London. 
Most probably the best known cemetery in England is Highgate in London, many 
famous people are buried there and as an attraction, it is hard to avoid. 
 
Last year I took over the Chairmanship of our congregations Burial Board and that 
included being responsible for the maintenance of the grounds at Broadgreen. I have 
walked around it so many times this last twelve months and I have found out things I 
did not know or were in the deep recesses of my mind. Buried are leaders in the 
community who maintained and contributed to the further development and status of 
this great city, headstones put up and maintained by the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission of eight members of the congregation who made the ultimate sacrifice in 
two world wars.  
 
At the top right of the cemetery is an area of great historic interest, the internment of 
the remains of burials from Upper Frederick Street and Oak Street with memorial 
stones dating from the late eighteenth century. And The Childrens Section, they will 
not be forgotten. A few months ago I asked the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission to put up their sign on one of the front gate posts, so many people pass 
this entrance to and from Broadgreen Hospital, and it is important that people see 
this and draw their own conclusions. Very recently we had two requests from 
organisations who want me to talk on Broadgreen’s Jewish Cemetery, I have invited 
them and they have agreed to have their talk in the Ohel, and afterwards to visit 
areas around the ground of historical interest. Whoever said “when your gone your 
forgotten”? 
A.B. 
 
(*) information source, Saul Marks 
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SHUL TOURS REPORT  
Peter Grant reports on another busy year of shul tours  
 
Our programme of tours has continued profitably throughout the summer and we 
have substantial bookings for the first six months of the New Year. 

 
We have successfully recruited some excellent helpers but would hope to recruit 
some more guides in the near future. As usual our visitors come from three main 
sources; schools, faith and local history groups and of course interested individuals. 
 
We have noticed that due to the adverse financial climate, there have been fewer 
bookings and that the school trips often involve more than 120 children at one time. 
So far we have been able to accommodate them but this of necessity involves almost 
all of the helpers and guides on these occasions.  

 
Our most interesting group in this period was of a class of six formers from a German 
school who were fascinated by the synagogue and its history. 
 
We have provided a wider range of souvenirs and memorabilia for our guests and we 
have launched a publicity drive to local hotels. We are also proposing to revamp the 
exhibition in the Annexe in the near future. 
 
Thus, we are looking forward to another successful year in 2013.  
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DEANE ROAD CEMETERY VISITOR CENTRE 
An update from Carol Ramsay,!Activity Plan and Volunteer Manager, Deane Road 
Cemetery Project. 
 

Since the reconsecration and then wonderful 
light installation by Liverpool Art Prize winner 
Robyn Woolston back in September 2012, 
things have stayed busy for the team at Deane 
Road Cemetery, apart from a short hiatus during 
the snow when the cemetery looked stunning 
but couldn’t have visitors. 
 
The gravestone restoration is still ongoing, part 
of the funding received to repair and re-set 100 
of the stones, 75 have now been completed to 
date. 
The rest, now that the weather is picking up will 
continue as time goes on and once the 100 are 
completed fundraising will continue to repair the 
remainder on an individual basis.  

 
Deane Road continues to have gardening days on the first Sunday of every month 
12-4pm, all are welcome to help out with anything from litter picking, removing ivy 
from gravestones or unearthing buried headstones. Ongoing maintenance of the 
cemetery is very important and the volunteers all work hard to keep it looking 
beautiful for visitors. 
 
There is now also an official open day on the third Sunday of every month 12-4pm 
where trained tour guides are ready to show people around and talk about the history 
of the site. The team are also available for people to arrange private group tours and 
school education days. 
 

Local students from Hope University are 
embarking on a week vocational support in 
March as part of the PGCE courses. The 
students will be helping to finalise the Deane 
Road Cemetery Education Pack, making sure it 
fits within current curriculum guidelines. This 
will help enable the cemetery volunteers to 
begin arranging further school visits and 
workshops. 
 
The end of February a Heritage Restoration 
conference was held at METAL on Edge Hill 
station, Liverpool. Delegates listened to 
speakers from the cemetery project, Heritage 

Lottery, Heritage Skills and METAL. Aimed at other heritage sites who may be 
considering applying for Heritage Lottery funding, the committee felt it important as a 
pilot group for the Activity Plan the information was shared, so others could learn 
from any mistakes made and also from the things that were a success. The 
conference was a finale in the restoration project as far as the Heritage Lottery grant 
is concerned but is just the beginning for the cemetery itself. 
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The project will go from strength to strength with the support of its fantastic 
volunteers. New volunteers are always welcome in any capacity. If you would like to 
become involved in any way please contact volunteers@deaneroadcemetery.com 
C.R. 
 
Editors note: We understand that Carol will shortly be leaving the project and also 
having some hospital treatment. We wish her well in both. 
 
PS: The Deane Road Restoration Group are now holding Community Gardening Days at 
Deane Road Cemetery on the first Sunday of every month 12 noon- 4.00 pm. 
Everyone welcome to come along and join in, help us make this wonderful heritage 
restoration project even more beautiful. Wear work clothes. 
 
They also hold Open Days and offer tours on the third Sunday of every month, also 
12 noon – 4.00 pm. 
 
They are recruiting volunteers in many different capacities from Gardening to Tour 
Guides to Marketing. If you are interested in volunteering please come along to one of 
the Open Days or contact Carol Ramsay carolramsay@deaneroadcemetery.com 
 
 
PHARAOHS, THE CONTROL FREAKS 
"The Pharaohs of this world think they are in control but they themselves are by no means 
free," explains Rabbi Ariel Abel MCMI BA Hons MSc  
  
When Israel left Egypt, the House of Jacob parted with a foreign people; Judah was restored to 
its Holy One, Israel to its Sovereignty. The Sea beheld and fled, the Jordan retreated; 
the mountains danced like bulls, the peaks like sheep. 
  
What is Freedom? This question occupied the mind of the philosopher Kant. My mother 
recounted her experience of the Revolution that she lived though in North Africa. Throwing off the 
shackles of French domination, Tunisia led by a formidable independence leader, Habib 
Bourgiba. When he ascended to premiership in 1956, he abolished the Tunisian Jewish 
Community Council. Anyone leaving the country had to leave with very little indeed. So my 
grandparents stuck it out for two more years. The final straw came when my grandfather came 
back from the souk, pale and shaking. He had just seen his (non-Jewish) French colleague lying 
stabbed to death in the market. It was time to leave. This was their "Tenth Plague."  Forced to 
leave the country penniless, they arrived in Lyon via Marseilles. I still remember as a 12 year old 
child looking up at the dilapidated structure in the poverty stricken neighbourhood where they 
restarted their lives. In that apartment, there was no central heating. The building was still 
inhabited, 30 years later but almost as derelict as it was then. This was a bitter after-taste, then 
for a tragic end for a community that had lasted intact through 2500 years of history. 
  
Is freedom kissing goodbye to oppression? It is leaving behind persecution? Isaiah Berlin 
published a work in 1969 - an in-depth treatment of Kant's original dilemma. Berlin ascertained 
that freedom can be either negative or positive. Negative freedom is the absence of barriers or 
constraints. Positive freedom requires the presence of something. 
 
I believe this to be the meaning of the Sinai Experience. I do not mean the one event at Mount 
Sinai alone - but the entire generational episode of the Sinai desert. For a slave nation leaving 
Egypt alone was not enough to free a people. Following Berlin, it would be necessary to give 
them a positive sense of control, self-mastery, and self-realisation.  
This could only be done by giving them a law to abide by. The Torah was - and is - not a slavish 
book of instructions; its text and tradition points out the contract between Israel and God. It 
teaches that our actions make us accountable in society and we are thus servants of a liberating 
God and not of a controlling Pharaoh.  
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Our God empowers us and then says: now you make the correct decision. Only in this position 
can any human being truly be said to be free, to be totally self-determining.  
  
The Pharaohs of this world abuse their free choice to control others. We are freed by Torah to go 
and control ourselves. However, Pharaoh-like control freaks are themselves not free. Driven by 
addiction to self-obsession, they have no hope to be free. Their law is the law of fickle value - of 
false hopes, cynical exploitation and outright lies. Arbeit Macht Frei is one extreme, but apposite 
example of how the Egypt story is not far behind us. For this reason, Shavuot follows hot on the 
heels of Pesach. The Seven Week interlude in the year 2448 After Creation left just enough time 
to exit oppression with dignity, leave home with a ball of dough for matza and cross water to 
escape from power-drunk overlords. The Almighty soothed the wounds of His people, fed them, 
clothed and bathed them and allowed them to recuperate for a few weeks.  
 
Then, on the 6th Sivan 2448, he set them free for eternity, by giving them the tools to override 
their passions, govern their prejudices and determine forever, where on the wheel of fortune they 
would tread.  
  
Chag Cherut Sameach 
A Joyous and Liberated Festival   
 
Editors note: Rabbi Ariel Abel is a Language Tutor in Modern Hebrew at the 
Department of Middle Eastern Studies, School of Arts Languages and Cultures at the 
University of Manchester 
 
 
MAZELTOV and L’CHAYIM 
Every Shabbat at the end of the service we always hold a Kiddush. Why don’t you 
sponsor a Kiddush for an anniversary celebrating your barmitzvah, batmitzvah, 
wedding, birthday or any other occasion.   For any of the above, please contact 
Petula at the Shul office, Tel: 0151 709 3431 or by email to lohc1@aol.com 
 
 
YOM KIPPUR YIZKOR 
Together throws some light on LOHC traditions of this important part  
of the festival service. 
    
On Yom Kippur the Yizkor prayers can sometimes take over three quarters of an 
hour to conduct. Over the years, a number of lay members of the congregation have 
conducted Yizkor and we are very grateful to them for the caring and dignified way in 
which the prayers are recited. Some members of shul might like to know a little more 
about how the LOHC conducts its Yizkor as opposed to the traditions of other shuls. 
 
Yizkor starts with time for the congregation to quietly read the memorial prayers 
during which they can remember their families.  The prayer is then recited in English.  
There follows prayers respectively for the victims of Nazi Persecution and men and 
women of the Israel Defence Force who have fallen in conflicts over the years.  This 
is followed by prayers for all the members of our shul who fought and died in the First 
and Second World Wars but prayers are not usually said for individual families who 
died in air raids over the city. The prayers continue with reading out the names of all 
members who have passed away during the year since last Yom Kippur.  
There then follows the reading out of the long list of the names of families of shul 
members who have passed away.  This list may of course include names of loved 
ones who have not been members of LOHC.    
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The names of deceased Honorary Officers and clergymen are not read out 
separately. However the list is comprised firstly of all the members whose names are 
permanently listed on the memorial boards in the annexe, whether they have been 
requested by the respective families to be called out or not. To this list is added only 
those names which have been sent in to the shul office in response to the request 
notice sent out immediately prior to the festivals.  These families usually send in a 
donation with their requests.  If the office has not received a request in good time, the 
names will not be read out.  
 
The combined list is therefore very long and the practice is to read out the full 
Hebrew name followed only by the surname.  If no Hebrew name is detailed then the 
English name is read out. The list is read out in alphabetical order of surnames. It is 
important to correctly detail and spell the names of deceased relatives as this is what 
will be read out at the service. 
 
It has always been the custom for congregants present at Yizkor to remain standing 
during the prayers and listing but to sit down once their loved one's names have been 
read out. Congregants can of course remain standing throughout if they wish. So that 
members do not have to remain standing if their surnames are towards the end of the 
list it has been a practice in recent years to vary the starting letter.  For instance 2010 
was L to Z followed by A to K; 2011 was R to Z and then A to Q;  2012 A to Z and 
2013 will be F to Z and  
A to E.  
 
It has also always been a LOHC tradition that all members of the congregation 
remain in Shul to listen to Yizkor, whether or not they have lost members of their 
families.    Non members or visitors who attend only on Yom Kippur and wish to have 
a name read out are invited to send in a request form and donation prior to Yom 
Kippur.  Paid up shul members will receive from the office as standard, annual 
reminders of the yortzeit of their loved ones, provided this information was given to 
the office in the first place.  Detail of all yortzeits are shown on the weekly bulletin 
emailed to all members and wherever possible a male member attending shul on the 
shabbat in his yorzeit week will receive an aliyah. 
 
We recite Yizkor on the other three main yomim tovIm where the order is very much 
the same but individual names are not recited. There is one exception to all the 
above. Haskaras (yarzheit memorial prayers during weekly call-up) are not said 
during Nissan, until the last day of Pesach.  The Yizkor that we recite on Pesach 
therefore contains a reading of the names that would otherwise have been read 
during the preceding month. 
 
Editor's note: Thanks to Edward Mott-Cowan, who is the current reader of the Yom 
Kippur Yizkor prayers and who added one or two facts to the above. 
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VISITING CHORISTERS  
Childwall Shul choir do the honours 

 
Members of Childwall Shul Choir under the leadership of David Coleman sang at the 
the Civic Service in February 2011. Rabbi L. Cofnas was the guest preacher. This 
photograph taken by choir member David Nathan first appeared in the Childwall Shul 
magazine Keren later that year.  
 
 
VISITING RABONIM 
Off duty Rabonim enjoy the music 

 
Princes Road Chazan Edward Marks, looks after Rabbis Abel, Lieberman and 
Wollenberg who took time off to relax and enjoy the music at the Jerusalem Opus 
Piano Trio concert on Sunday 11th November 2012 
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Tel:  0151 733 2292 
Email:  info@mjccshifrin.co.uk 
www.merseysidejewishcommunitycare.co.uk 
 
MJCC HEALTH & WELL-BEING CLUBS FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 
 
Mondays: 

• Feel-Good Factor (art and keep-fit) 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm at the King David Campus. 
 

• Lunch and Activity Club 12 noon to 3.30 pm at Rex Cohen Court. 
  
Tuesdays: 

• Lunch and Activity Club 12 noon to 3.30 pm at Rex Cohen Court. 
  
Wednesdays: 

• Soup & Sandwich followed by activities from 12.30 pm at Rex Cohen Court. 
  
MJCC’s Wednesday Lunch Circle (last Wednesday of the month) 
a light lunch and activities followed by afternoon tea and bridge, kalookie, rummi-kub 
12 noon to 4pm at Allerton Shul.  Booking essential Tel: 733 2292 
  
MJCC’s Visual Support Group (first Wednesday of the month)  
meet up for outings and activities please contact Sandra 733 2292. 
  
Meals-on-Wheels delivered to your door. 
 
Thursdays: 

• Come Dance with MJCC (singles and couples welcome) 2.30 - 3.30 pm at  
the Liverpool Reform Shul. 
 
Fridays: 
Meals-on-Wheels delivered to your door. 
 
If you would like to find out more about “WHAT’S ON” at Merseyside Jewish 
Community Care, or would like to find out about our welfare services please do not 
hesitate to contact the Care Team (Sandra, Anthea and Susan) in strict confidence at 
Shifrin House. 0151 733 2292. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES  
Dr. Sigismund Lewis: Healer of the Poor.  By Arnold Lewis 
 

Sigismund Lewis (1820 – 1899) obtained his medical 
degree and practiced in Germany before settling in 
Liverpool during the mid 1800’s.  During the following 
40 or so years this erudite and kindly doctor acted as a 
one-man health service to the Liverpool Jewish 
community and was appointed honorary medical 
officer to virtually all of the community’s welfare 
institutions.   
 
Although Sigismund involved himself with, and held 
office, in several Jewish organizations including the 
LOHC and Hovevai Zion, it was his work in helping the 
poverty-stricken sick for which he is most 
remembered.  He was especially committed to the 
health care of the pupils and teachers of the Hebrew 
Schools.  There he performed regular medical 

inspections, performed mass vaccinations and arranged the provision of 
supplementary food, clothing and medicines to the needy pupils which he often paid 
for himself. 
 
The Liverpool Jewish Community’s Archives contains an interesting Medical Report 
(illustrated below) which Sigismund wrote to the Executive of the Liverpool Old 
Hebrew Congregation (LOHC) on 16th October 1874. It graphically describes the 
problems he had encountered during the previous year.  
 
Sigismund begins his Report by remarking that the sanitary conditions of the Jewish 
poor had deteriorated during the past year compared with that of the year before and 
also in comparison with that of the general population of Liverpool.  He also records 
that fact that the death rate in Liverpool was the second highest out of 21 of the 
largest cities in the UK. However, on a more positive note he reports that all cases of 
Scarletina (which had become an increasingly fatal disease) under his care had 
recovered.   
 
Sigismund goes on to state that – “In contagious diseases amongst the poor the 
medical man finds himself hampered by extraneous circumstances which are 
inseperable from poverty. There is want of space, deficiency of nutrition and dearth of 
bed and body linen.” 
 
He then instances a family where two small children were dangerously ill. The older 
child had Scarletina with Dropsy and the younger one was suffering from Pneumonia. 
The whole family inhabited a single room measuring 11 ft by 11 ft (at a rental of 3/6 
per week).  The beds and a few other items of furniture left a space of only 3ft wide to 
move around in.  Sigismund makes the telling remark that “My endeavours to induce 
patients suffering from severe diseases to avail themselves of our hospitals have 
only partly met with success. Our Poor will rather submit to the drawbacks of their 
homes than go amongst strangers in deed and habit” 
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Dr Lewis completes his report (as above) by summarising the outcomes of the cases 
he had handled during the year. They are listed as follows : - 
Cured     122   
Relieved    29  
Sent to Workhouse    5   
Sent to Infirmary    4   
Died of English Cholera    1  
Died of Measles     2  
Died of Difficult Breathing    2   
Died of Heart & Dropsy    1  
Remain under Treatment    11  
 
In 1881 in special appreciation of his outstanding services, the Liverpool Jewish 
Community presented him with an illuminated address together with a purse of gold. 
 
Dr Sigismund Lewis is buried in the LOHC’s Deane Road Cemetery off Kensington.  
One of his descendents - his grandson - was the eccentric philanthropist and cricket-
lover, Sir Julien Cahn. 
 
 
DR SIGISMUND LEWIS (C.1820-1899) 
Sigismund Lewis obtained his medical degree in Berlin in 1846 and practiced in 
Hamburg before settling in Liverpool during the 1850s. During the following 40 or so 
years this erudite and kindly doctor acted as a one-man health service to the 
Liverpool Jewish community and was appointed honorary medical officer to virtually 
all of the community’s welfare institutions. 

Although Sigismund involved himself with, and held office, in several Jewish 
organizations including the Liverpool Old Hebrew Congregation and Hovevai Zion, it 
was his work in helping the poverty-stricken sick for which he is most remembered. 
He was especially committed to the healthcare of the pupils and teachers of the 
Hebrew Schools.  
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There, he performed regular medical inspections, performed mass vaccinations and 
arranged the provision of supplementary food, clothing and medicines to the needy 
pupils which he often paid for himself. 
 
The Liverpool Jewish community’s archives contain an interesting medical report 
which Sigismund wrote to the executive of the Liverpool Old Hebrew Congregation 
(LOHC) on 16 October 1874. It graphically describes the problems he had 
encountered during the previous year. 
 
Sigismund begins his report by remarking that the sanitary conditions of the Jewish 
poor had deteriorated during the past year compared with that of the year before and 
also in comparison with that of the general population of Liverpool. He also records 
that fact that the death rate in Liverpool was the second-highest out of 21 of the 
largest cities in the UK. However, on a more positive note he reports that all cases of 
scarletina (which had become an increasingly fatal disease) under his care had 
recovered. 
 
Sigismund goes on to state that: “In contagious diseases amongst the poor the 
medical man finds himself hampered by extraneous circumstances which are 
inseperable from poverty. There is want of space, deficiency of nutrition and dearth of 
bed and body linen.” 
 
He then instances a family where two small children were dangerously ill. The older 
child had scarletina with dropsy and the younger one was suffering from pneumonia. 
The whole family inhabited a single room measuring 11ft x 11ft (at a rental of 3/6 per 
week). The beds and a few other items of furniture left a space of only 3ft wide to 
move around in. Sigismund makes the telling remark that: “My endeavours to induce 
patients suffering from severe diseases to avail themselves of our hospitals have 
only partly met with success. Our Poor will rather submit to the drawbacks of their 
homes than go amongst strangers in deed and habit.” 
 
Sigismund was Honorary Medical Officer to the Jewish schools in Liverpool for 43 
years and Medical Officer to Cunard and various other steamship companies for 40 
years, during which time he became known for his kindness towards those in his 
care. He also served as Honorary Medical Officer to the Jewish Board of Guardians 
and the Ladies’ Benevolent Society for many years, and Honorary Secretary for 
Liverpool for the Palestine Exploration Fund. 
 
In 1881, the Liverpool Jewish community presented him with an address and a purse 
of gold, in recognition of his work for the community. In 1896, in celebration of the 
50th anniversary of the award of his medical degree, he received an address in Latin 
from his Alma Mater. 
 
A few years before his death, he moved to Southampton, where he lived with his 
daughter until his death in July 1899. His grandson was the eccentric philanthropist 
and cricket-lover, Sir Julien Cahn. 
 
Deane Road Grave References  Sigismund Lewis (c.1820-1899): A 07.30  Eliza 
Lewis (née Goldstucker, his wife; c.1830-1895): A 22.18  Rachel Lewis (their 
daughter; 1861-1862): 136C  (A stillborn child, 1872): (unknown)  Bella Lewis 
(Sigismund’s mother?; 1779/80-1864): A 06.31 
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Editor's note: We thank Communal Archivist Arnold Lewis, who is also the current 
President of the Merseyside Jewish Representative Council, for sending in the above 
fascinating item from the communal archive together with his write ups on Sigismund 
Lewis (no relation). Arnold also sent in the following accompanying article.  The book 
was written by Sir Julian's grand daughter - Miranda Rijks - who paid for the 
restoration of Sigismund Lewis's headstone as well as arranging to make a very 
substantial contribution to the restoration of the Deane Road Cemetery itself. 
 
 
THE ECCENTRIC ENTREPRENEUR 
A biography of Sir Julian Cahn (1882-1944) 
Miranda Rijks, History Press, 16 Jun 2008 - Biography & Autobiography - 218 pages 
Review by Arnold Lewis 
 
Sir Julien Cahn was possibly the most successful eccentric in 1930's Britain. A 
second generation Jew from Nottingham, Cahn developed hire purchase and 
established Jays and Campbells, the largest, mass-market retail furniture empire in 
the country. A combination of intellectual brilliance, social chutzpah, political 
escapades and flamboyant acts of philanthropy facilitated Cahn's rapid ascent up the 
social ladder. The extraordinary wealth his business generated enabled him to 
indulge in his hobbies and donate huge sums to philanthropic causes. The Sir Julien 
Cahn XI cricket team is still widely acknowledged as the finest private cricket team 
ever assembled. An accomplished magician, he built a lavish art deco theatre and 
cinema at his sumptuous home, Stanford Hall near Loughborough in which he staged 
illusions so spectacular that he was requested to perform at London's Palladium 
Theatre. Despite anti-Semitism, he was a controversial Master of several of the 
leading Leicestershire Hunts. A keen patron of the arts Cahn organised concerts and 
entertained the likes of Sir Malcolm Sargent, Strauss and Kreisler.  
 

Miranda Rijks (nee Cahn) is the author of 'How 
Compatible Are You?' published by Bloomsbury 
Publishing plc 1999 and 'The Eccentric Entrepreneur' 
published by The History Press 2008 & 2011. 
Following a degree in Law, Miranda worked in 
marketing in London and Eastern Europe. She then set 
up and sold businesses in the horticultural, leisure and 
retail sectors. In between she studied graphology and 
wrote 'How Compatible Are You?'.  
 
Taking a break from business, she researched her 
eccentric grandfather's life and wrote his biography. 
When she realised how much she enjoyed writing, she 
embarked on an MA in writing and is currently close to 
completing her second novel. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 21 

   
STABILITY OF UK JEWISH POPULATION SIZE CONCEALS 
SIGNIFICANT CHANGE AT THE LOCAL LEVEL 
This press release was issued in December last year as a result of the 2011 census 
which included information on religious and ethnic groupings. 
   
Data released recently by the Office for National Statistics (ONS), show that while the 
Jewish population of the UK has remained stable over the past ten years, significant 
changes are taking place at local and regional levels.  
 
A joint report issued by the Institute for Jewish Policy Research (JPR) and the Board 
of Deputies of British Jews, and co-authored by Dr David Graham (Senior Research 
Fellow, JPR), Jonathan Boyd (Executive Director, JPR) and Daniel Vulkan (Senior 
Researcher, Board of Deputies), provides a first look at what the 2011 census data 
tell us about the Jewish population of England and Wales.  
 
The 2011 census data are of particular interest to community leaders and planners 
because they provide a remarkably detailed and accurate view of the nation’s Jewish 
population, as well as a clear indication of the changes that have taken place since 
the last census in 2001. More census data will be released in stages in 2013, and 
JPR’s research team will be using them to produce a number of focused reports for  
various sectors in the Jewish community.  JPR’s forthcoming National Jewish 
Community Study (NJCS) will provide additional data that are not covered by the 
census. Together, these two resources will place the community in a very strong, 
data-rich position with huge potential to contribute towards planning and policy 
decision-making in the community over the coming years.  
 
Key highlights from the 2011 Census data  
· Religion data show 263,346 Jews living in England and Wales, a figure which can 
be adjusted upwards and rounded to 284,000 based on the rate of non-response to 
the religion question. The population size has remained largely unchanged since 
2001.  
 
· Jews constitute 0.5% of the total population of England and Wales, the same 
proportion as in 2001.  
 
· In comparison, data on the size and proportion of other major religious populations 
in England and Wales reveal the following:  
 
* Christian: 59.3% (33,243,175)  
* Muslim: 4.8% (2,706,066)  
* Hindu: 1.5% (816,633)  
* Sikh: 0.8% (423,158)  
* Jewish: 0.5% (263,346)  
* Buddhist: 0.4% (247,743)  
* Other religions: 0.3% (240,530)  
* No religion: 25.1% (14,097,229)  
* Religion not stated: 7.2% (4,038,032  
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· While the Jewish population has remained stable, the Christian population has 
decreased by 11%. All other major religious populations have significantly increased 
(Muslims by 75%; Buddhists by 71%; Hindus by 48%; and Sikhs by 28%)  
 
· There are at least some Jews living in every single one of the 348 Local Authority 
Districts in England and Wales. This attests to the substantial geographic diversity of 
the Jewish population.  
 
· London and its immediately adjacent areas account for 65.3% of the total Jewish 
population of England and Wales.  
 
· The Jewish population in the London Borough of Barnet has increased by almost 
16% since 2001. One in five Jews in England and Wales now lives in Barnet.  
 
· The Jewish population of Greater Manchester has grown by the similar proportion of 
15%. The growth is particularly notable in Salford and Bury.  
 
· Substantial Jewish population growth in Hackney, Haringey, Salford, Gateshead, as 
well as Barnet and Bury highlights a significant increase in size of the Orthodox 
population.  
 
· Geographically peripheral areas, both in terms of the regions and the urban 
periphery of London, have experienced Jewish population contractions.  
Leeds and Liverpool are particularly noteworthy in this regard, as are Redbridge and 
Brent.  
 
· The Jewish population of Hertfordshire has increased by 26%, from 16,885 in 2001 
to 21,345 in 2011, confirming its status as a major centre of Jewish life in the UK.  
 
Jonathan Boyd, Executive Director of JPR says:  
“The census data provide all Jewish organisations with an extraordinarily detailed 
picture of the Jewish population of the UK. They reveal a picture of overall population 
stability masking substantial local and regional change. They demonstrate and 
quantify the tremendous growth of the strictly Orthodox sector, the apparent decline 
of certain provincial and suburban London populations, and the clear emergence of 
Hertfordshire as a major centre of Jewish life. As more data are released by the 
Office for National Statistics in 2013, JPR’s research team will be working with a wide 
range of communal charities and organisations to help them to use these and other 
data to inform their planning.”  
 
Jon Benjamin, Chief Executive of the Board of Deputies, says:  
"These figures represent the beginning of a lengthy process of taking the raw census 
data and overlaying it with other information about the community to build up a 
detailed picture. Even at this stage, an interesting snapshot emerges of an evolving 
community, gradually declining in some areas but growing and flourishing in others.  
Talk of a shrinking community has often been exaggerated and now appears to be 
plain wrong."  
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For further information or to obtain a copy of a four page more detailed report from 
which the above is taken you can contact either the JPR or BoD as below;- 
Judith Russell (JPR)   James Martin (Board of Deputies)  
jrussell@jpr.org.uk       james.martin@bod.org.uk  
020 7436 1443    020 7543 5445  
 
The Board of Deputies of British Jews 
6 Bloomsbury Square, London WC1A 2LP 
t: 020 7543 5400          
f: 020 7543 0101          
e:  info@bod.org.uk          
w: www.bod.org.uk 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
SIGNS OF THE TIMES 
Some interesting changes in sign language 
 
We read recently that in keeping with political correctness and a more common 
usage by younger people who are deaf and dumb, sign language to describe people 
of different religions have taken on a new pictorial style. It is no longer acceptable to 
sign a slanted eye when talking about Chinese or to mime a hooked nose when 
referring to Jewish people. Similarly the flick of a limp wrist is now an offensive way of 
signing to describe homosexuals. A finger pointing to an imaginary spot in the middle 
of the forehead is no longer appropriate as a sign for India.  

 
Their new sign for a Jewish man or woman is a hand resting against the chin and 
making a short movement down, in the shape of a beard. A gay person is indicated 
with the thumbs-up sign of a fist resting in the palm of the other hand and with the 
thumbs-up rocking left to right slightly. We were a bit confused by the sketch above, 
taken from the British Sign Language website, showing another variation of the Gay 
sign similar to the Jewish beard sign. India is a mime of the triangular shape of the 
subcontinent.  
 
The only sensitive way it seems to indicate China is to draw the right hand from the 
signer's heart horizontally across their chest, then down towards the hip, indicating 
the shape of a Mao jacket. Other signs have not changed for example signers put 
their fist to their forehead with a finger pointing straight up, mimicking the shape of a 
Prussian spiked helmet, to refer to Germans.  So one can only assume that as these 
new signs become more commonly used, signers will find a way of differentiating 
between a clean shaven secular Jew, a full bearded chareidi or a Jewish woman 
without a beard. It's all rather confusing. 
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MASTER OF COLLAGE 
New exhibition on view at Tate Britain in London 
 
Schwitters in Britain : Tate Britain 30 January – 12 
May 2013.  This new exhibition at the Tate Britain 
in London will be enjoyed by lovers of montage 
and collage. Kurt Schwitters the German artist had 
a profound impact on British art. He chose to leave 
Germany in 1937 when the Nazis condemned his 
work as degenerate. He first went to Norway but 
on arrival in the UK he was one of the many 
'enemy aliens' rounded up by the British 
Government and held in Internment Camps for the 
duration of the Second World War as they thought 
they posed a threat to this country or perhaps it 
was for their own safety.  

Readers may remember the exhibition at the Walker Art Gallery in 2004 when they 
showed an amazing and moving collection of paintings by Jewish artists held in the 
internment camp in Huyton here in Liverpool where they had to improvise with the 
only materials they could get their hands on like old newspapers.  Schwitters wasn't 
Jewish but as an alien he was interned in the Hutchinson Camp on the Isle of Man 
along with a significant number of other German exiles. He was released in 1941 
when he continued and exhibited his artwork in London were he became closely 
involve in its thriving arts scene and formed friendships with artists and critics.  

The Tate exhibition features prime examples of his 'Merz' approach to collage - 
where any material could be imbued with artistic potential, including fragments of 
found images, print, text and discarded objects. His work influenced British culture in 
the 1960s and 70s. At the end of the war he settled and worked up to his death in 
1948 in the Lake District.  Described as the ‘supreme master of collage’, Schwitters 
was a pivotal figure in the Dada art movement and the 1920’s German avant-garde.  

Find out more about this unsung hero of European Modernism, whose pioneering 
work is sure to spark the imagination by visiting the Tate website at www.tate.org.uk 
Ed 

 

SHUL EXCHANGE 
Together Magazine is read by 200 members of the LOHC and is an ideal place for 
you to put up your own messages for items you may want to dispose of, need or 
would like to swap. Think of it as your own internal communal Ebay service, but with 
no fees. 
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TWO INCARNATIONS FOR THE FORUM 
Providing intellectual and social stimulation for two generations 
 
In the late 1960s and early 1970s, apart from Harold House and the synagogue 
youth clubs and JSoc, there were no organisation that brought together the over 18s 
of our community.  But in the mid 60s a small group of young people under its 
founder chairman, College of Art student Alan Swerdlow formed the Merseyside 
Jewish Forum. It was designed to bring together the 18-25 age group for debates, 
discussions and to listen to invited guest speakers.  Socials were also an important 
part of the group's monthly meetings. A group of around forty young people met on 
Sunday nights in a room in what was then Zion House, the building at the end of the 
white stucco terrace, opposite Princes Road Shul. The quality and service of the 
coffee they provided was not that exciting and so a regular feature at the end of each 
meeting was a trip en masse to the Masque Coffee Bar above the shop on the corner 
of Clarence Street and Mount Pleasant. They even hired the place for one of their 
parties.  
 
The Forum invited guests to speak on a variety of topics. For example a professor of 
veterinary from Liverpool University gave an illustrated talk on the work of the 
department's research farm in Neston on the Wirral. The talk was so successful that 
the group was invited back to see the farm where they were shown cows that had 
undergone surgery to have a metal framed perspex porthole attached to their bodies 
so that vets and students could monitor the animal's digestive system in action.  
 
Another popular talk was given by Archbishop Beck on interfaith. (photo below)  
When the director of Mencap House spoke on the organisation's work with the city's 
handicapped people, several Forum members felt sufficiently moved to become 
regular volunteers collecting children and adults from their homes, drive them to 
Mencap House in Queens Drive, help with the activities and then drive them home 
afterwards.  
 
Each year the Forum held a grand social and one year they wrote and performed 
their own pantomime staged in the basement of Zion House. The group was so 
popular that the management committee of Harold House in Chatham Street decided 
the Forum would become one of the constituent bodies and given its own room in the 
new building in Dunbabin Road where the Forum operated for many more years until 
eventually the group disbanded. 
 

 
Some of the 1960s Forum members at Zion House:  L to R, Archbishop Beck, John Newman,  
Alan Swerdlow, Harold Brassey, Michelle Brown, Michael Swerdlow 
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That might have been the end of the Forum if it were not for the initiative of ex Harold 
House chairman Gerry Lipson realising the need for a social group to cater for and 
bring together married couples to join in on talks and debates. And so started the 
reincarnation of the Forum which met for many years in the Community Centre in 
Dunbabin Road, only now they served a meal followed by an after dinner speaker. 
However this time, the Forum found its niche not with younger but with the older 
members of the community and singles who claimed it was one of the few 
opportunities they had of getting out each month to enjoy company, a meal and listen 
to interesting talks. Gerry ensured the programme was varied and lively with guests 
ranging from politicians, civil servants and entertainers to businessmen and women 
and the occasional member of our own community with an interesting story to tell.  
 
In due course Gerry handed over the reigns to Johnny Cohen and the Forum 
continues to meet in the new King David School and attracts large audiences. One of 
their last speakers was City Councillor Barbara Mace who talked about the various 
organisations for whom she works including enlightening the audience of her 
experiences as one of the organisers with Lord David Alton of the city's Roscoe 
Lectures. She reminisced about Roscoe speakers from the Dalai Lama to Ken Dodd 
and how the latter found speaking in front of a large audience on a serious topic 
daunting and nerve racking.   
 
And so the Forum is still alive and well and providing our community with stimulating 
and fascinating talks as well as bringing people together socially. Ironically although 
the original Forum was exclusively for younger and unmarried members, today's 
Forum seems only to attract older members but the organisers hope future talks will 
attract younger people. Meanwhile, the food is excellent and the events are good 
value and professionally presented. It's always a good night out.   
 
Their programme for the coming season includes in May, Paul Staples the director of 
the John Lennon Airport and in June, Ian Cohen local solicitor and the current 
chairman of our Representative Council. If you would like to know more about the 
Forum's programme contact Johnny on 0151 428 2214 or by email at 
jdcohen1956@gmail.com   
Ed. 
 
 
AN APPEAL 
Together editor calls for specialist help 
 
If you take a close look at the pages of this magazine you will notice a sort of stilted 
typographic layout. This is because your editor only has a limited skill in desktop 
publishing and the use of Microsoft Word. To be honest, it is a bit of a struggle putting 
the magazine together especially with the number of photographs to accompany the 
articles. We don't use Quark or any of the other sophisticated DTP programmes. We 
used to use MS Publisher on the old computer which was good, but only have Word 
on the current Apple Mac. Also your editor only has a limited amount of time to 
devote to producing the magazine. Perhaps with a little more skill on structuring the 
pages with Word, this might save time and make the job easier. If any of our readers 
has a skill in using Word in DTP and graphic page layouts, and a little spare time to 
pass on the knowledge, could they please get in touch with Together. Many thanks.  
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PHOTO ARCHIVE 
Together invites members to delve into their family albums 

 
Continuing our series showing photographs taken in the past either inside or outside 
Princes Road Shul, here's one sent to us of a wedding taken on the shul steps.  
 
This photograph was taken on Sunday 2nd September 1962 at the wedding of Miss 
Gillian Nicolas the daughter of Mrs Esther Minty to Mr Colin Cina the son of Mr & Mrs 
L. Cina of Glasgow. Gillian's mother's maiden name was Braslavsky and later Bracey 
with brothers, Henry and Nussy and sister Sybil. Gilian and Colin met in the late 50s 
at a Habonim meeting on one of their many intercity visits. Their other Habonim 
friends included David Canter the criminal psychologist and Mike Leigh the film 
director. Colin was an artist and lecturer in fine art at Central St Martins School of Art 
in London and went on to become the Principal of Chelsea College of Art.  Gillian 
studied law and became a magistrate. They lived for many years in London, had two 

daughters and now live in their retirement in 
northern France. They came over to the UK in 
September to join family and friends to celebrate 
their Golden Anniversary.  
 
Among those in the photograph above are (LtoR) 
Gill's cousin Clive Jackson, bridesmaid cousin 
Ruth Bender, Harry Bracey.  Standing next to the 
groom is Esther Minty and Mr and Mrs L. Cina.  
We cannot identify any of the other people 
standing in the background. Can you help?  
 
 
 
 
 
The photograph left, is of the actual ceremony. 
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One more from the scrapbook 
The article below was taken from page 7 of the March 1979 edition of the Liverpool 
Jewish Gazette showing Batmitzvah girls with Reverends Katanka and Abenson and 
ladies standing in the shul foyer.  
 

 
 
The response to our appeal to readers to send in their photographs has been 
somewhat disappointing. We invite members to search their photo albums and 
scrapbooks and send in any photographs and articles relating to or taken in or 
around the shul from days gone by.  
 
We promise to handle the photographs with extreme care, copy them carefully and 
return them to their owners by return. Please send them in a large envelope with 
cardboard stiffening together with your contact details and as much description of the 
content of the photograph as possible. 
 
TOGETHER MAGAZINE 
This magazine is only circulated to Princes Road Shul members. It’s a way of 
keeping you in the circle with news, announcements, articles of interest, reports etc. 
If you would like to contribute an article on a topic you think would interest other 
members or a letter expressing your views about what goes on in Shul, then please 
drop us a line together with photographs and graphics if appropriate, preferably by 
email so that we don’t have to decipher and type handwritten notes. Please send 
them to the Shul office at the address above or send them direct to the editor at 
michael@swerdlow.co.uk 
 
Any articles sent in to be considered for inclusion for the Rosh Hashana 2013 edition 
must be received by the editor no later than five weeks before the festival to 
guarantee inclusion.  
 
Shul officers and the magazine editor reserve the right to edit or omit material sent in 
if space does not permit or is unsuitable for publishing. 
 
Any articles or opinions expressed in this magazine do not imply they are those of 
the Shul officers or authority.  
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A DIFFERENT SLANT ON THE FOUR SONS 
Ask your seder guests to sing along to this variation on the 'Four Sons' 
 
The Ballad of the Four Sons : to the tune of 'Oh my darling Clementine' 
 
Said the father to his four sons 
At the seder you will dine 
And will eat your fill of matzo 
You will drink four cups of wine. 
 
Said the wise son to his father 
Would you please explain the laws 
All the customs of the seder 
Will you please explain the cause. 
 
And the father proudly answered 
As our fathers ate in speed 
Ate the pascal lamb ere midnight 
And from slavery they were freed 
 
So we follow their example 
And ere midnight must complete 
The service of the seder 
After twelve we may not eat 
 
Then did sneer the son so wicked 
What does all this mean to you 
And the father's voice was bitter 
As his grief and anger grew 
 
If yourself you don't consider 
A true son of Israel 
Then for you this has no meaning 
You could be a slave as well 
 
Then the simple son said simply 
What is this? and then quietly 
The good father told his offspring 
We were freed from slavery 
 
But the youngest son was silent 
For he could not ask at all 
His bright eyes were filled with wonder 
As his father told them all  
 
Oh my darling.......... 
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THE CONCERT 
We stage another successful concert 
 

 
 

 
 
On Sunday 11th November 2012, under the leadership of member Brina Marks, the 
shul staged another one of its occasional music concerts which was attended by 
around 100 people. The concert was a tribute to the late Reverend Solomon 
Greenstein who died in December 2011 aged 99. He was a minister of Fairfield shul, 
a shochet and taught at King David High School. The concert featured the Jerusalem 
Opus Piano Trio which comprised Uriah Tutter on Cello, Elisha Zak Krawets on piano 
and Greenstein's grand daughter Tamar. The trio have performed across the world 
and combine their musical careers with national service with the Israel Defence 
Force.  
 
The performance included the Shostakovich Piano Trio number 2 in E minor opus 67 
and medleys of Israeli and synagogue songs.  Greenstein's son Jonathan also took 
part acting as compere and singing two pieces with the trio, one of which was a 
specially arranged setting of the Lewandowski Ma Tovu which he told the audience 
was one of his father's favourites. They played the first two movements of the 
Beethoven Piano Trio number 7 in B flat major as well as an evocative Kaddish for 
violin and piano by the Dutch composer Dyck Vladimir Dyck.  
 
The concert also included several vocal solos by Michael Isdale the chazan from 
Manchester's Bowdon shul. These were based on songs from shul services and the 
haggadah. Michael accompanied himself on guitar and his amusing introductions and 
jokes ensured a light hearted atmosphere to what was a successful concert. We 
hope it will be followed by one or two more in the future.    
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LET'S GET TOGETHER  
Together editor Michael Swerdlow drops in on the homes in Wallasey of  
Dr Jack Waldman (left) and Gerry Kleiman to chat to two of the shul's most 
consistent shabbos morning service attenders. 
 

MS: Jack you are 91 and Gerry you are 
86, tell me a little about your family 
backgrounds? 
 
GK:  My father was Russian and used to 
travel by train from Liverpool to sell 
stationery to members of the Jewish 
community in North Wales. The family 
lived in Leander Street where many other 
Jewish tradesmen lived. His parents were 
among the many families that followed 
the classic route from Russia - on their 

way to America, in fact they were trapped in Germany during WW1 and were helped 
to complete the journey by the Red Cross who father must have somehow managed 
to convince as he could neither speak, read nor write English. Although I have some 
family in Liverpool, the rest completed their journey and I still have many close 
relatives living in the States.  
 
JW: My grandfather was from Russia and he was a woodcutter but lost some of his 
fingers in a machine. A twisty, winding stream called the Sambaty ran through their 
village in Russia and one of grandfather's favourite expressions was that the English 
were Sambaties or donkeys.  The family first settled in Burnley where a Jewish 
community had developed with its own rabbi and a cheder, we ran a drapery and a 
tailors shop. There was plenty of work and we supported the Jewish community.  In 
1931 my father came to Liverpool and was a tailor in Paddington and later ran a shop 
in Stafford Street. The family lived in Jermyn Street not far from this shul.   
 
How did you entertain yourselves as youngsters? 
 
GK:  I was a member of the JLB and used to go to Harold House in Chatham Street 
when it was the brigade HQ before the war. Then a group of us used to meet in the 
Mystery (Wavertree playing fields) and then go for a game of snooker at a hall in 
Smithdown Road. We were keen on sports but often ended up at someone's house 
to listen to records.  
 
JW:  My family were one of the first to have a car from around 1918. My mother 
would roast a chicken, wrap it up in a cloth and we would regularly drive out to 
Blackpool and eat a picnic on the beach long before the promenade was 
commercialised.  We used to go to the Futurist, Palais Deluxe, Scala and the other 
cinemas in Lime Street as well as dancing at the Rialto Ballroom. I was always keen 
on cricket and football and followed Everton. 
 
What about schooling? 
 
GK:  Yiddishkeit was drummed into us from an early age. I went to the Hebrew 
School as well as the Talmud Torah where Sol Bender's father was my very strict 
teacher. I joined the choir in the early days of Greenbank Shul.  
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JW:  My parents paid for a Rabbi to come over specially from Manchester twice a 
week to teach us Hebrew in our home.  Because my mother couldn't read or write 
English she was very keen to encourage my brothers and me to have a good 
education. I went to St Margaret's and then to the Collegiate grammar school. My 
mother's persistence paid off as my brothers Norman and Ernest both became 
doctors, my brother Myer became a pharmacist and I also graduated from Liverpool 
University and became a doctor.  
 
What did you do in the Second World War? 
 
GK:  As a teenager during WW2, I used to go up on the roof of Harold House in 
Chatham Street to fire-watch during bombing raids. During the war the building was 
commandeered by the government as a hostel for seamen. Then I joined the army 
towards the end of the war and served my time as a toolmaker. I came in contact with 
lots of German prisoners of war and always used to observe that they were better 
kitted out and clothed than British soldiers. In 1946 after the war I should have been 
sent out to serve in Palestine but Jewish servicemen were not shortlisted and so I 
was stationed in Germany. 
 
JW:  I had just graduated and became a medical officer with the rank of captain 
serving in military hospitals in France, Belgium and Egypt. It was also a great 
learning environment as you worked under top surgeons and doctors. I secretly used 
to get pleasure watching humiliated and degraded German prisoners of war picking 
up cigarette ends off the floor.  
 
How did you get established after the war? 
 
GK:  I was the only member of my family left in Liverpool, I met and married my wife 
Doreen who was from Wallasey and I was happy to live over there. We set up in 
business in New Brighton in lady's and men's wear.   
 
JW:  While on leave in the army, I bumped into the Dean of the medical faculty at 
Liverpool University who told me to get myself over to the Wirral where there was a 
demand for GPs which is why I ended up practicing in Wallasey.  
 
Tell me about the Jewish communities on the Wirral? 

 
GK:  In the 1950s there were around 80 to 
100 Jewish families living in Wallasey alone, 
enough to justify our own cheder of about 20 
children.  We bought an old church and 
converted it (photo left) and I became the 
honorary treasurer. We employed a young 
Rabbi Watchman who we paid £12 a week. 
There were also shuls in Birkenhead and 
Hoylake and got a lot of support from the 
Liverpool community. Many of the community 
still worked over the water in Liverpool. As 

well as a strong sense of Yiddishkeit and running successful shuls there was a strong 
and enthusiastic social collaboration.  At one stage we did talk about amalgamating 
the shuls but no one could ever agree on which of the sites would be the best to run 
it from.   
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Eventually the shul went into decline, it was in an undesirable neighbourhood and it 
was often vandalised, we couldn't afford the upkeep and we had to close it down. 
Although members made their own arrangements for shabbos, travelling wherever, 
we felt it was good for our community to come together at Rosh Hashana and Yom 
Kippur and for a number of years we hired a large room in the Leasowe Castle Hotel 
and borrowed two sifre torah from Liverpool. Ironically those two sefers are now 
permanently in Princes Road. At first I decided to join Greenbank but eventually I 
joined Princes Road. 
 
JW:  I became involved in the fledgeling Jewish community in Wallasey and was 
elected the president of the shul. My brother Benny was also involved and our 
honorary secretary was a young Laurence Goldman who lived near by.  But when 
our shul closed down I decided to join Princes Road for whom I have always had a 
strong affiliation particularly having had my barmitzvah there in 1934. 
 

GK:  These two 
photographs were taken 
in the Wallasey shul 
when we had a civic 
service. As well as the 
mayor and mayoress of 
Wallasey in attendance, 
clergymen Rabbi Morris 
Nemeth, Reverend 
Morris Katanka and 
Reverend Stanley 
Cohen came over from 
Liverpool to officiate 
accompanied by 
Bertram B. Benas. 

Stanley Cohen was for some time the shul's minister.  
 
And what about today? 
 
GK: I've known Jack for many years - he is my family doctor. We will continue to 
support and attend Princes Road which we both enjoy although at our age neither of 
us would want to get involved in the politics or the running of it. We have to find a 
way of getting more communal use of the shul and of course encourage younger 
members.    
 
JW: The Waldmans and the Kleimans are very lucky as we remain good friends, our 
wives get on well together, we live close to each other and we enjoy occasionally 
going to the cinema or out for a meal together. 
 
As for Princes Road, it's future is uncertain although it is clear that if it wasn't for the 
hard work and dedication of our current honorary officers, chazzan, trustees, 
committee members and choir, the place would soon have to close down.  
 
These photographs were sent to Gerry by Reverend Katanka's grandson Shlomo in 
Edgware. In the group photo Gerry is standing second to right with a bowler hat and 
spectacles.  Others include Bertram Benas, Reverends Stanley Cohen and Morris 
Katanka, Rabbi Morris Nemeth, Olive Crosby and husband, Alfie Abrahams and wife, 
Jake and Kaye Max, Jack and Ann Gershman, Natie Rattoff, Sylvia and Jack Harris. 
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FROM THE INTERNET  
The first six here are all Yiddish proverbs;- 
 
The wise man, even when he holds his tongue, says more than the fool  
when he speaks 
 
Ask about your neighbors, then buy the house.  
 
What you don't see with your eyes, don't invent with your mouth.  
 
A hero is someone who can keep his mouth shut when he is right.  
 
One of life's greatest mysteries is how the boy who wasn't good enough  
to marry your daughter can be the father of the smartest grandchild in the  
world.   
 
A wise man hears one word and understands two 
 
"Don't be so humble - you are not that great." 
~~~ Golda Meir (1898-1978) to a visiting diplomat 
 
Pessimism is a luxury that a Jew can never allow himself. ~~~ Golda Meir  
 
I don't want to become immortal through my work. I want to become  
immortal through not dying.   ~~~ Woody Allen 
 
I'm not afraid of dying - I just don't want to be there when it  
happens! ~~~ Woody Allen 
 
All the following are attributed to Albert Einstein 
 
Not everything that counts can be counted, and not everything  
that can be counted counts.  
 
Education is what remains after one has forgotten everything he  
learned in school.  
 
Two things are infinite: the universe and human stupidity; and I'm not  
sure about the universe.  
 
Any intelligent fool can make things bigger and more complex... It  
takes a touch of genius --- and a lot of courage --- to move in the opposite 
direction. 
 
Intellectuals solve problems; geniuses prevent them.  
 
The hardest thing in the world to understand is income tax. 
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SHUL NOTICE BOARD  
The officers and members of LOHC wish to send messages to the  
following Shul members;- 
 
 
RECENT MAZELTOVS 
Mazeltov to Naomi & Mervin Kingston on the engagement of their  
daughter Sara to Barry Radivan from Manchester. September 2012 
 
FUTURE MAZELTOVS 
To Miss Jane Caroline Goldstone & Mark Alan Newman who will  
be married on Sunday July 14th 2013. 
 
To Naomi Hoyland on the future wedding of her granddaughter Lisa – daughter  
of Sarah & Simon Ellenbogen to Naphtali Torrance.on Sunday 28th July 2013 
 
LONG LIFE 
To the family of Eileen Kay on her passing. 
 
To Sylvia Harris, daughters Diane & Linda on the passing of Dr Jack Harris. 
 
To Solly, son Daniel & daughters Natasha & Leanne on the passing of Carole 
Matalon 
 
To the family of Judith Salisbury on her passing  
 
To Raphael Grossman on the passing of his father, Bernard Grossman 
 
 
 
 
 
(Together apologizes for any inaccuracies or omissions in the above list.  The shul is 
regularly used for wedding ceremonies, however we record in our list were applicable 
only those weddings involving shul members and their families) 
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THE DURNING ROAD AIR RAID SHELTER DISASTER 
Jewish families were among those killed or injured during this WW2 blitz tragedy 

 
 
The number of people who are still alive today who can relate memories of how they 
lived through the Second World War are now getting fewer. For those who survived 
the relentless air raids during the blitz over Liverpool, there will be few memories as 
vivid as the tragic loss of life when a public air raid shelter in Durning Road received 
a direct hit on the night of 29th November 1940 
 
Durning Road used to be one of Liverpool’s typical Victorian thoroughfairs with fine, 
four story terraced houses and shops.  Today most of these have disappeared, 
although because it is a listed building, All Saints church on the corner of Durning 
Road and Edge Lane has escaped the demolition programme which made way for 
the new dual carriage way development. But there are still the empty ghostly shells of 
one or two of the old Victorian buildings still standing, particularly the fire station next 
door to the old Shipperies Pub. 
 
People who walk or drive along Durning Road may not be aware that this fire station 
was one of the busiest during the blitz. It not only sent fire engines rushing to burning 
residential buildings in the neighbourhood but also to the factories just down the road 
in nearby Edge Lane. Durning Road was half way between two major strategic 
targets for Luftwaffe bombers. The railway lines coming through to the city and the 
docks in one direction, and the factories around Edge Lane in the other. All 
strategically important to the country’s war efforts.  
 
And so the surrounding neighbourhood with many Jewish families living there, 
endured relentless bombing raids day and night. Thousands of families including the 
majority of the Jewish community lived in the neighbourhoods in and around the city 
centre, like Brownlow Hill, Mount Pleasant, Paddington, Crown Street, Overton 
Street, Wavertree Road, Upper Parliament Street, Smithdown Road, Holt Road, 
Edge Lane, Kensington and of course, Durning Road. 
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When families heard the air raid sirens they would hurry into the nearest air raid 
shelters. If you had a back garden you would use what was called an Anderson 
Shelter.  In November 1938, Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain placed Sir John 
Anderson in charge of Air Raid Precautions (ARP).  
 
He immediately commissioned the engineer William Patterson to design a small and 
cheap shelter that could be erected in people's gardens. Within a few months nearly 
one and a half million Anderson shelters were distributed to people living in areas 
expected to be bombed. They were made from six curved sheets of corrugated 
metal, bolted together at the top, with steel plates at either end, and measuring 6ft 
6in by 4ft 6in (1.95m by 1.35m) the shelter could accommodate six people. These 
shelters were half buried in the ground with earth heaped on three sides and on the 
top. The entrance was protected by a steel shield and an earthen blast wall. 
Anderson shelters were given free to poor people but men who earned more than £5 
a week could buy one for £7.  
 
Soon after the outbreak of the Second World War in September 1939, over 2 million 
families had shelters in their garden. By the time of the Blitz this had risen to two and 
a quarter million. When the Luftwaffe changed from daylight to night bombing raids, 
the government expected people to sleep in their Anderson shelters. Each night the 
wailing of the air raid sirens announced the approach of the German bombers and 
ensured that most people had time to take cover before the raid actually started.  

Anderson shelters were dark and damp and people were reluctant to use them at 
night. And as they were usually sunken in the garden, they soon became full of 
rainwater. Also because they were within a couple of feet of people’s houses, if the 
house got a direct hit, the shelter would offer little or no protection.  In spite of this, 
some people preferred to trust in their luck and stayed inside their homes during a 
raid, saying that it was no less dangerous than sitting in a flimsy Anderson shelter 
immediately outside. They even introduced heavy metal cages like dog kennels for 
people to put in the cupboard under the stairs or under a table for them to crawl into 
to shelter.  

For people living in the Kensington area close to the city, which was targeted every 
day, they didn’t have gardens and so they had to collect a few things for the night 
and run with their families along the road into large communal and public air raid 
shelters. In London they were lucky enough to have in many neighbourhoods an 
underground tube station which accommodated thousands of people during an air 
raid. Liverpool like many other provincial towns wasn’t so lucky.  So they used the 
cellars of schools and churches. One such location was the basement of the Ernest 
Brown Junior Technical College in Durning Road which accommodated hundreds of 
people.  

The air raids of 1940 - 42 caused death and destruction on both sides of the Mersey. 
About 4,000 people were killed, including 2,736 in Liverpool, 454 in Birkenhead and 
424 in Bootle.  Some families sent their children away during the worst periods of the 
blitz in what the government organised as a massive evacuation programme. 
Liverpool children for example were sent to stay with families in the country like 
Wales or Lancashire. There are so many stories of how Liverpool families endured 
the blitz, like Frances Ellison who was actually born in the middle of an air raid on 
January 7th 1941. He said his pregnant mum was in town when the sirens went off. 
She walked to the air raid shelter on the corner of Whitechapel with her two young 
sons.  
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She went into labour right in the middle of the raid and was taken to Smithdown Road 
Hospital where Frances was born. Another woman looked after the two brothers in 
the shelter and took them home the next day.  They were bombed out 3 times and 
were eventually evacuated to Abergelle. Just before they were evacuated his mother 
was taking him and his brothers to the shelter in the school in Durning Road. It was 
full so they went to one round the corner near Edge Lane in Botanic Park.  

Liverpool was bombed constantly during the blitz because of its factories and its 
important docks. Eventually the ferocious attack on Liverpool and Merseyside 
subsided. Though sporadic attacks continued until 10th January 1942, nothing like 
the torrent of destructive power of the May Blitz was unleashed on the city again.  By 
the end of the attacks in 1942 alone almost 700 aircraft had dropped nearly 900 
tonnes of high explosives and well over 100,000 incendiaries. 1,453 people had been 
killed in Liverpool, 257 in Bootle, 28 in Birkenhead, 3 in Wallasey, while a further 
1,065 people had been seriously injured in Liverpool, 26 in Bootle, 44 in Birkenhead, 
19 in Wallasey. 4,400 houses were destroyed in Liverpool with 16,400 seriously 
damaged and 45,500 slightly damaged. Approximately 51,000 people had been 
made homeless in Liverpool and another 25,000 in Bootle where it was estimated 
only 15% of the local housing remained. It is interesting to know that Sefton Park was 
bombed several times during the blitz because the bomb aimers were told that the 
roofs of the factories on the industrial estate in Speke were camouflaged to look like 
a park with a lake in the middle.  

Meanwhile on the night of 29 November 1940 during probably the worst air raid over 
Liverpool during the war, in the early hours of the morning, the biggest single 
tragedy, in terms of the loss of life, to befall the city, occurred when there was a direct 
hit on the large underground shelter at the Technical College in Clint Road off 
Durning Road, very close to the fire station. About 300 people were tightly packed 
into the shelter in the basement when a parachute mine hit the 3 storey building, it 
collapsed and exploded into the shelter below, crushing many of its occupants. 
Boiling water and steam from the college’s central heating system burst and gas from 
fractured mains poured in. Raging fires overhead also made rescue work extremely 
dangerous. People were buried alive. 166 men, women and children were killed, 
although at the time there were several more unaccounted for and many more were 
badly injured. Winston Churchill himself called it, "The single worst civilian incident of 
the war." 
 
People went down into this shelter in families and so the horror devastated the tight-
knit community around Edge Lane. One of the people caught up in that raid, a Mr Joe 
Lucas, lost two brothers and two sisters in the tragedy and told that, "From the 
trauma of that one night, his mother never spoke for six months." Many Jewish 
families lived in this neighbourhood and suffered heavy losses that night including 
several in the Durning Road shelter. A Mrs Shapiro received head injuries and her 
daughter Dolly leg injuries. Others were less lucky. As you walk into the Jewish 
Cemetery at Rice Lane in Walton there is a tall pillar-shaped memorial stone on 
which is inscribed the names of Mr and Mrs Harris Goldstein and their two daughters, 
another of the many families wiped out in the Durning Road shelter.  
 
Stan Smart who is now in his mid eighties, whose aunt, uncle and neighbour were all 
killed in the disaster, briefly went to the doomed shelter hours before the fatal raid. 
Each night, he would take blankets into the Durning Road shelter to reserve spaces 
for members of his family, who would bunk down there even when there were no air 
raids, such was the fear of the bombardment.   
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George Christopher McIver, lived off Holt Road and had relatives killed in the bomb 
incident. He recalls that his mother was pregnant with one of his sisters and feeling 
unwell, she and the rest of the family actually stayed at home during that raid and 
sheltered under tables. 
 
Some 70 years later Liverpool remembered that night in Durning Road. On 29th 
November 2010 the Lord Mayor Councillor Hazel Williams attended a service in the 
grounds of Kensington Community Primary School and unveiled a memorial plaque 
dedicated to those who lost their lives. The Reverend Mike Coates who organised 
the service said, “The bombing of Durning Road 70 years ago affected a great many 
people in the area.” The plate glass memorial plaque had been in St Cyprian’s 
Church on Edge Lane until regeneration work began in the area. Another memorial to 
the victims is in a small park in Old College Place, which includes a letter written by 
the Queen in the millennium year.  
Ed. 
 
 
IT MUST BE KOSHER 
In the best possible taste 
 
A rabbi was walking down the street, when he noticed one of his congregants, 
Moishe Katz, entering a Chinese restaurant on the other side of the street. The rabbi 
crossed the street to peer through the window of the restaurant and see what his 
congregant was doing in the traif restaurant. Moishe ordered some spare ribs and 
some fried shrimp. The rabbi continued to watch.  Soon, the waiter brought the spare 
ribs and shrimp.  

He was eagerly devouring it with a hearty appetite ... when the shocked rabbi, no 
longer able to contain himself, burst into the restaurant to confront him. "Moishe! 
Stop!" the rabbi shouted. "How could you do this? How could you eat this food? It's 
ribs and shrimp. It's traif!"   

"Hold on, just a second" said the congregant. "Rabbi, did you see me walk into this 
restaurant?"  "Yes, I did," replied the rabbi.  "Did you see me sit down at this 
table?"  "Yes, I did," the rabbi again testified.  "Did you see me order my meal?"  "I 
most certainly did," the rabbi attested.  "Did you see the waiter bring this food to my 
table?" Moishe asked.  "Yes, I did," the rabbi again affirmed.  "Did you actually see 
me eating the ribs and the shrimp?" asked Moishe."Yes, I did. I watched you the 
entire time!" exclaimed the rabbi.   

"Well, then," Moishe said calmly, "What's the problem? It was all done under strict 
rabbinical supervision!" 
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GATEAU AU CHOCOLAT  
A perfect Passover sweet  
 

 
 
Ingredients to serve 10: 
250 grams dark bittersweet chocolate 
100 grams unsalted butter 
6 eggs separated 
75 grams castor sugar 
100 grams ground almonds 
Matzo meal to dust the cake tin. 
 
 
Method: 
Melt the chocolate and the butter together in a small pan over a larger pan containing 
boiling water (bain marie). 
Beat the egg yolks with the sugar until pale. 
Add the ground almonds and the melted chocolate and butter and mix very well. 
In a separate large bowl beat the egg whites until stiff and fold them into the melted 
chocolate mixture. 
Grease a non-stick 23cm cake tin and dust with fine matzo meal. 
Pour the cake mixture in and bake in a preheated oven at 180ºC for 45 minutes. 
Some people add the grated zest of an orange into the mixture before cooking. 
 
This is a favourite recipe recommended by Claudia Roden in her book  
The Book of Jewish Food 
 
 


