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From the Editor   
Welcome to the Rosh Hashanah 5779/2018 edition of Together which we hope you find a 
welcome addition to your yomtov reading. The Officers and staff of the Shul and the 
editor of Together wish all members and readers a happy and healthy new year. 

If you enjoy reading this magazine but have noticed that the articles are either written by 
the editor and the same handful of contributors, and this doesn’t worry you, then read on. 
But if you think the style of the magazine and its contents is getting a little stale and could 
do with refreshing, then why don’t you help by sending in your article, story, news item or 
photograph. Perhaps a brief report of a holiday or a trip to somewhere unusual around 
the country. If it has a religious or cultural connection, fine, but not essential. Please drop 
us a line and tell us what you think of the magazine. Is it lacking in any particular content 
or too much in another.  

One thing we can tell you is that, apart from the couple of seasonal messages that go to 
all shul magazines, all the articles you read here are specially written for this magazine. 
We do not use syndicated articles that you will read in other shul magazines.  

AN APPRECIATION OF ALASTER BURMAN 
Alaster Burman has been an officer of the shul over many years. Some 
years ago Alaster was one of a small group of shul goers who realized 
that the operation of the shul should be divided into two; the religious side 
and a business side. The latter would take responsibility of running the 
shul as a business and be concerned with fund raising, events, building 
maintenance, volunteers and staffing. This would leave the planning of 
services and liaising with clergymen to the Wardens. The business 
operation would need leadership and Alaster took on the new role of 

Chairman. He was then able to delegate various tasks and functions to the small team of 
volunteers, many of whom were friends of Alaster who just couldn’t refuse his requests.  

I was one of them and the first job Alaster handed to me in 2009 was to improve the 
Shul’s newsletter which I converted into this magazine in its current format. Alaster knew 
that I had always taken an interest in the architecture and image of the shul and he then 
asked me to help with several tasks including fundraising, public relations, event 
organizing, marketing and an assortment of technical operations. He even got me to 
make a video of Rabbi Abel’s potted history of the Jews, which is used in our exhibition. 
All of which has not only been fascinating and satisfying but a pleasure to respond to and 
work with a good friend. Alaster’s leadership and enthusiasm was infectious and it was a 
way for me, as a relative newcomer to Princes Road, to be drawn more into shul life.  Ed. 
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The Chief Rabbi’s Rosh Hashanah Message 5779 
 
 
 
The Talmud prescribes a blessing to be recited upon seeing royalty: “Blessed are You, Lord our 
God, King of the Universe, who has imparted of Your glory to flesh and blood”. 
  
The Talmud (Berachot 58a) recounts how the renowned sage, Rav Sheshet, once joined throngs 
of townsfolk as they lined the streets in anticipation of the momentous arrival of the King. A heretic 
mocked the Rabbi, who was blind, since he would surely not be able to appreciate such an 
auspicious event. Yet, when the audible excitement of the crowd increased and the heretic 
believed that the King’s appearance was imminent, Rav Sheshet told him that he was mistaken 
– the King had not yet arrived. This sequence repeated itself a number of times until, eventually, 
to the astonishment of all around him, Rav Sheshet announced that the King was about to arrive 
and, at the precise moment at which he passed, the Rabbi recited the prescribed blessing. The 
heretic was stunned by what he had witnessed. Rav Sheshet explained, “Earthly royalty is like 
heavenly royalty. God, who is the King of kings, is not found in the wind, an earthquake or a fire, 
but ‘in a still small voice’” (I Kings 19:12). With this in mind, it was from the hushed silence that 
Rav Sheshet knew that the king had indeed arrived. 
 
I was reminded of this passage a few months ago, when I was privileged to accompany HRH The 
Duke of Cambridge on his historic visit to Israel. He arrived at the Kotel on a Thursday morning 
to the sound of dozens of Barmitzvahs and thousands of vocal worshippers. In preparing Prince 
William, I had explained that he should expect the entire Kotel plaza to be filled with a loud 
cacophony of soulful supplication and joyful song. Yet, something quite extraordinary happened. 
As we reached the Kotel itself, silence fell. Services came to a standstill, as countless people 
stood in quiet reverence. How would he react to this very special experience? What would he 
say? The aura of the occasion was palpable – had Rav Sheshet been there, he would have 
sensed that something special was happening. 
 
The prophet Isaiah (55:6,7) taught, “Seek Hashem while He may be found, call upon Him while 
He is near”. The Talmud tells us that “while He is near” refers to the High Holy Days. For this 
reason, the central theme of Rosh Hashanah is ‘malchut’ – the kingship of Hashem. 
 
Understanding the privilege of being in the presence of ‘earthly royalty’ can give us an inkling of 
what it means to be in the presence of ‘heavenly royalty’. Over the High Holy Days, our attention 
should be undivided. How will the King of kings react to what He sees? What will He decree? His 
presence should be met by no more than the ‘still small voice’ of introspection and prayer.  
  
Let us utilise this timely opportunity to appreciate Hashem’s presence and to be empowered by 
that awareness to transform our lives for the better.  
  
Valerie and I extend our heartfelt wishes to you all for a happy, peaceful and fulfilling New Year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chief Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis 
September 2018 • Tishrei 5779        
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PESACH 5779 MESSAGE FROM RABBI ARIEL ABEL CF 
 

Rosh Hashana is a festivity with no parallel. Although there are 
three other dates names “Rosh Hashanah” in Rabbinic 
literature, the other three are relatively “minor” holidays, 
celebrating trees, the calendar and planting seasons. The Rosh 
Hashanah best known to us celebrates life itself, and the 
granting of life by God, at His unique discretion. Therefore, the 
liturgy of Rosh Hashana arouses the feeling of anticipation for 
the coming year of our fate and fortune, a return to roots and 
spiritual awakening. 

However, Anticipation should not amount to anxiety. Our 
prophets and rabbis have prepared for us a built-in 

preparation which makes Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur days to look forward to. 
Sephardic congregations precede morning prayers for the entire month before Rosh 
Hashana – the month of Ellul - with penitential prayers – selichot - which are sung in 
unison and energetically recited in responsive phrases. Ashkenazi Jews recite selichot 
from midnight on the week preceding Rosh Hashana. Chassidic Jews delay until after 
Rosh Hashana, but treat the month of Ellul as a month of opportunity to get close to God, 
when He steps down from occupying his immediate confines and goes out to the “fields” 
where he can meet us, his “peasants”.  

Due to this preparation and build-up to Rosh Hashana, which falls on the first of the 
Hebrew month of Tishrei, there is no need to announce it on the preceding Shabbat as a 
shabbat mevarchim, as one would do before a regular Rosh Chodesh; everyone knows 
and is aware of when Rosh Hashana falls, as the days leading up to it have been 
counted with anticipation.  

Our congregation at Princes Road now has its rabbi and his family settled locally. An 
upturn in shul activity and events, local and membership is partly a consequence of this, 
but essentially, it is the enthusiasm of the membership which sustains shul life. Together, 
we can work to ensure that our shul has many more years ahead to celebrate our unique 
musical and religious traditions.  

At least, we need no longer be anxious, but can positively anticipate and look forward to 
a Princes Road community experiencing growth and satisfaction from seeing many more 
kids in shul and people of all ages enjoying events as one big family.  

May the Almighty bless us all with a year of good health and good fortune, 

Shana Tova, 

Rabbi Ariel Abel  
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ROSH HASHANA MESSAGE FROM 
OUR SENIOR WARDEN 
I write this, my first Senior Warden’s message in 
Together, having just got back late last night from two-
and-a-half weeks away in London and Paris with my 
family, so please excuse my brevity. 

It has been nearly five months already since the AGM, 
and rather a lot has taken place. The most exciting 
development has been the move to Liverpool of Rabbi 
Abel and his family, which was secured in May and 
finally executed in June. This was my main objective for 
this year in office and I’m very pleased that 
circumstances conspired to allow it to come about so 
early. We are already feeling the benefit of his 
increased involvement with the congregation. 

We have also been continuing our work with Impact Fundraising, who are in the process 
of applying for an HLF Resilience Grant. This should give us a five-figure sum to develop 
our plans for the future of the shul as, not only an active congregation, but also an 
impressive local centre of education and interfaith work. I look forward to telling you more 
about these plans in due course. 

The Charitable Trustees and the Honorary Officers meet regularly and I’m happy that our 
team has bedded in well. 

My colleagues and I look forward to welcoming you all to the Yamim Noraim services at 
Princes Road. They are an annual festival of the best of Victorian shul liturgy and 
dignified tradition, as we ask Hashem to remember us and give us a clean slate for the 
coming year. 

Saul Marks : Senior Warden 

 
TOGETHER MAGAZINE 
This magazine is only circulated to Princes Road Shul members. It’s a way of keeping 
you in the circle with news, announcements, articles of interest, reports etc. If you would 
like to contribute an article on a topic you think would interest other members or a letter 
expressing your views about what goes on in Shul, then please drop us a line together 
with photographs and graphics if appropriate, preferably by email so that we don’t have 
to decipher and type from handwritten notes. Please send them to the Shul office or 
direct to the editor at michael@swerdlow.co.uk    

Any articles sent in to be considered for inclusion for the Pesach 2019 edition must be 
received by the editor no later than seven weeks before the festival to guarantee 
inclusion. Shul officers and the magazine editor reserve the right to edit or omit material 
sent in if space does not permit or is unsuitable for publishing. All facts, opinions and 
statements appearing in this magazine are those of the writers and editors themselves, 
and are in no way those of the Shul or its officers. Information in Together is gathered 
from sources considered to be reliable, but the accuracy of the information cannot be 
guaranteed. All original material created specifically for this magazine becomes the 
copyright property of the Liverpool Old Hebrew Congregation and should not be copied 
without the prior permission in writing of the LOHC.     
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MORE THAN JUST A MEETING PLACE 
The Annexe is also our shop and exhibition space, explains Alaster Burman 
 

 
 
Well Surprise, Surprise, the Exhibition in the Annexe has been completed or at least will 
have been by the time you read this in your Rosh Hashana TOGETHER. 

I started this project four years ago. A short while after this, I asked Linda Tragen if she 
would help, and after some little persuasion she agreed. 

Buoyed by her willingness to help produce something that would be of interest to adult 
and school children alike I was also infected by her enthusiasm. 

We each brought different skills and for my part I looked forward to our Tuesday meets. 

All the displays look good, they are bright, informative, some religious, some lifestyle, 
history of our congregation and wider community, Jewish Military and finally a display of 
the State of Israel from Independence to present day. When we are around the displays 
on visitor days the feed back from all visitors, old and young, is good and also so very 
rewarding. 

Now I am just going to give my bike a clean, pump up the tyres and wait for my mates to 
call me to go out for a ride - I should be so lucky. 
AB. 

 

Photo above is of the 2018 AGM 
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EVERYTHING LIKE A DAME 
 
Every member of the Synagogue was 
delighted when they heard the news of the 
honour bestowed on fellow member 
Louise Ellman in the Queens Birthday 
Honours Awards this year. The award of 
Dame is justly deserved for the amazing 
work Louise has done for so many years 
not only for the benefit of her own 
constituents in Liverpool but in a wide 
variety of spheres nationally.  
 
Louise was born in Manchester and 
educated at Manchester High School for 
Girls before studying at the University of 
Hull where she received a BA in Sociology 
and History in 1967, and then studied 
Social Administration at the University of 
York where she was awarded a MPhil in 
1972.  
 
From 1970, she worked as a lecturer for the Open University in further education, leaving 
in 1976. She was elected as a councillor on the Lancashire County Council in 1970, 
becoming the Labour group leader in 1977, and she led the council from 1981 until her 
election to Parliament at the 1997 general election for the seat of Liverpool Riverside. 
She held the seat with a majority of 21,799 and has held the seat comfortably at 
successive general elections.  
 
As Chair of the Commons Transport Select Committee Louise was quoted in the media 
in connection with the Volkswagen Diesel scandal. Louise is a constant campaigner 
against anti Semitism being the Chair of the Jewish Labour Movement and Vice Chair of 
Labour Friends of Israel and has been an active spokeswoman in Parliament on issues 
relating to the Middle East. Louise is a member of Labour Friends of Israel and was 
active and outspoken on the surge of anti-Semitic activity within the Labour movement 
earlier this year. 
 
It is always a pleasure to see Louise and her family on their many attendances to 
services in the shul and her keen support of it especially at AGMs.  Behind every hard 
working politician is a supportive husband with Geoff being no exception. Geoff is one of 
the shul’s regulars as well as being closely involved with its affairs. We offer Louise and 
Geoff our sincere congratulations and hope that they have many years of successful 
work ahead. Ed. 
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COVER STORY : BRICK BY BRICK 
Together takes a closer look at the brick and stonework around the synagogue building 

 

   
You only have to take a close look at the stonework around the front entrance of the 
building to see how badly it is decaying and eroding. And if those are the examples that 
are within close examination from the ground, can you imagine the state of the fabric in 
places that can’t be seen. And so, after extensive survey work using cherry pickers and 
scaffolding, contractors made a start on maintenance work to the brick and stone work 
including repointing. However the contractor warned us that unless a major ongoing 
refurbishment programme takes place, the fabric of our old nineteenth century building is 
going to deteriorate even further.  
 
But it doesn’t take much to imagine further what the building looked like in its heyday. Of 
course the front elevation had those four wonderful minarets as part of the original 
design, but they too were decaying and building inspectors gave us instructions to have 
them removed before they fell into the street and caused a serious accident. Joseph 
Sharples in the Pevsner Architectural Guide describes, “….Common brick, with red brick, 
red sandstone and polished red granite, combining Gothic and Moorish elements. 
Façade with high, gabled centre and lower wings, reflecting the division into nave and 
aisles. Centre framed by octagonal turrets, These, and the outer square turrets, had 
arcaded and domed finials like minarets (removed in 1961, a sad loss). The west door 
and rose window above are Gothic, but incorporate Moorish lobed arches….”  At the 
head of the central granite column supporting the entrance arch are floret motifs 
reflecting the same minor pillar heads around the bimmah, although the latter are painted 
gold.     Ed. 
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DEANE ROAD CEMETERY 
David Grantham reports 
 
The cemetery was consecrated and received its first burial in 1837 and the last in 1929.    
After closure nature took over and the cemetery became derelict. Restoration efforts 
starting in 2005 have resulted in a majority of the gravestones being restored, including 
raising many fallen ones, although many inscriptions are totally or partially erased.      

From time to time descendants visit to see their ancestor’s grave and ask if the 
inscription can be restored. In 2016 a descendant of Elizabeth Myers Vos and Edward 
Myers Vos made such an enquiry and although both stones were vertical, the chosen 
stonemason advised that the stones were so weathered that restoring the inscriptions 
was not viable. His advice that the existing inscriptions could be copied on to fresh stone 
fronts, of the same stone and design, was accepted. The newly inscribed fronts were 
brought on site and were attached using adhesive. Tight straps were then attached until 
unveiling a few weeks later, when the descendant came, and his appreciation was very 
clear. It is very difficult to see the joint between the old and the new fronts. 

The photo below shows Dennis Salamon with Muriel Sumner, one of the founding 
volunteers, checking some of the stones referred to above:  Between February and 
November the cemetery is open to the public on the third Sunday of each month between 
12pm and 4pm. 
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KLEZMER-ISH MAKE A RETURN 
Another successful concert by this popular group 

 
Photos : Top left : Marcel introduces a 
tune. (Photo Alan Humphreys.)   
top right; Roisin sings off stage.  
Bottom; The audience spills out into the 
foyer to enjoy refreshments and a 
closer look at the building during the 
interval.  
In front of a packed audience, the 
highly talented and popular music 
group Klezmer-ish  returned for the 
second time by popular demand to 
Princes Road Synagogue on Sunday 

17th June 2018. The band comprising Thomas Verity on clarinet and whistle, Rob 
Shepley on guitar and violin, Concettina Del Vecchio on piano accordion and violin and 
their leader Marcel Becker on double bass were joined by Roisin Walters on violin who 
sang Spanish, Gypsy and Irish songs. Following their generous selection of uptempo and 
sometimes melancholic klezmer tunes, this band of classical musicians from the Royal 
Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra turned their skills to Gypsy and European music.  

To add a haunting effect, Roisin positioned herself off stage for the opening phrases of 
some of the songs and later gave a dramatic rendition of an operatic song by Astor 
Piazzolla then sang the lilting tango songs Volver and Por Una Cabeza written and made 
famous by the 1930s Argentian heart throb film actor Carlos Gardel. You may have 
recognized the latter song, as it was used in several films including one of the opening 
sequences of Shindler’s List, the dance sequence in the Al Pacino film The Scent of a 
Woman and in another dance sequence in a film starring Colin Firth. The concert ended 
with a medley of French Hot Jazz duels between Rob’s guitar and Connie’s violin, 
reminiscent of Django Reinhardt and Stephane Grappelli.   

You missed a great concert.    
Ed. 
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MORE SUCCESSFUL TOURS 
Tour Manager and Shul Officer Peter Grant reports 
 
As you are aware, we at LOHC were one of a number of organisations providing 
educational tours on Judaism in Liverpool. In recent months the Resource Centre has 
decided to relinquish its responsibilities in assigning tours to the other Liverpool shuls 
which will now make their own arrangements. As a result, at LOHC we are noticing 
increasing volumes of schoolchildren coming through our doors. We are hopeful that this 
trend will continue and will endeavour to foster it to the best of our abilities. 

Another challenge facing us is the imposition of a new data processing Act called GDPR 
to which all our procedures need to be compliant in maintaining the privacy of our  
contacts and our resulting activities. Amongst these matters is our need to obtain 
permission from the schools we welcome to allow us to contact them by email. This is a 
work in progress. 

We have welcomed several groups of schoolchildren over the last six months, many 
returning for a second or third time to see the building and all have participated willingly 
in completing our evaluation forms to allow us to improve the service offered. Adult 
groups have provided a more than usually eclectic mixture of interested parties and I feel 
sure that our profits will break previous records this year. 

We now have recruited four new guides who are still in training but will soon be ready to 
take on their first tours. If anyone wishes to become involved, please contact myself or 
Petula. 

With a greatly improved shop and a comprehensive and fascinating exhibition, we are 
looking forward to another successful year. 
PG. 
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SUPPORTING ISRAEL SUPPORTERS  
Together Editor Michael Swerdlow meets Ria Willocq the Israel Embassy’s  
woman in the northwest	

 
 
 

 

Having attended several events organized by 
different Zionist organisations such as WIZO and 
Merseyside Friends of Israel, I soon became aware 
of the involvement of an important support worker 

and facilitator, Ria Willocq. For example Ria was the organizer of the “Women and their 
Olive Trees” art exhibition which launched at Blackburn House in Liverpool. Ria is the 
Executive Director of the Manchester based branch of the Israel Information Centre, 
working as the representative of the Israeli Embassy for the North of England. When I 
met up with Ria recently to find out more about her impressive work, she told me that 
through her networking she has developed many contacts in the Liverpool Jewish 
Community. I went on to ask her;- 
 
How do you perceive Zionism in the UK? 

We have a rich heritage of support for Zionism here in the UK. If we focus on one of the 
most positive aspects - the Balfour Declaration in 1917, which expressed the then 
Government’s support for a national home for the Jewish people in their historic 
homeland, was a key step in paving the way for the establishment of the State of Israel in 
1948. We should be proud of the role our country played. 

Zion is another name for Jerusalem as well as Israel as a whole. Zionism was a 
movement for the re-establishment of the Jewish state but now the state exists and is 
thriving so today Zionism means support for the continued development of Israel. We 
know from surveys in the UK that the vast majority of the population, about 60%, are 
ambivalent and apathetic towards Israel. There is another 20% who have made up their 
mind that they are anti-Israel and 20% who support Israel. This should be encouraging to 
learn because it means most people are not against Israel and may be just one 
conversation away from a better understanding. 

Do you feel we are handling the anti Zionism and anti Semitism  
situation effectively? 

We can always do more, but there is a battle for the truth. That's why it's so important for 
everyone to play their part. It's not about one organisation or another having the answer 
and being able to solve the problem nationally.  

What did Israel mean to you before you got involved with the  
Israel Information Centre? 

When I was a teenager learning about Judaism in my school RE lessons I decided I 
wanted to delve deeper and began to teach myself Hebrew starting with the Alefbet. I 
went to King David, Liverpool for Sixth Form and whilst I was there one of my friends 
taught me how to read modern Ivrit during our lunch breaks. I decided to study languages 
at university and chose German & Hebrew and it was during my degree that I went to 
Israel for the first time when I went to study at Ulpan.  
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I immediately fell in love with the country and the people and continue to be amazed at 
how this ancient biblical language has the most successful revival story of any language 
in history and today is spoken on the streets of Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and was sung on the 
world stage during the Eurovision Song Contest when Netta won it for Israel - on Yom 
Yerushalayim!  

Israel is such an amazing blend of the ancient and the modern – a long history and a 
bright future. Just like the Hebrew language, Israel has adapted itself for the modern age. 
I think it’s inspiring for individuals that despite the challenges, Israel has achieved so 
much in just 70 years, benefitting not just the people who live there but people and 
countries all over the world. 

As a Christian I was warmly welcomed by my Arab and Jewish flatmates in Israel and it’s 
important to highlight that not only is Israel the safest place for Christians in the Middle 
East but it is also almost unique as a Middle Eastern country where the Christian 
population is growing and prospering. 

How did you get involved with the Israel Information Centre? 

After my degree I began working but it wasn’t directly linked to Israel. I did a Young 
Leadership programme with the ZF and gradually realised I wanted to do something full 
time, it wasn’t enough to support Israel as a side interest! I found out that Doreen Gerson 
was retiring after many years of dedicated work here in the North West, I applied for the 
job and here I am! It’s a real privilege for me because being a Scouser I’m passionate 
about our region and so not only do I work to promote Israel but I am also representing 
the North of England so there’s something personal for me about seeing links between 
Israel and this region being strengthened.  

What do you enjoy the most about your work? 

I’ve had the opportunity to be involved with some fun projects over the past year and a 
half. Twice we’ve held a Night to Celebrate Israel in partnership with members of the 
Christian and Jewish communities from Liverpool and Manchester. It’s a night of music 
and celebration as people unite in solidarity with Israel, take a stand against antisemitism 
and hear updates from key leaders from both the Christian and Jewish communities. 

A highlight last year was working with WIZO to bring the exhibition ‘Women and their 
Olive Trees’ to Liverpool and Manchester, with more than six weeks over the summer at 
Blackburn House, Liverpool. The Olive Tree paintings were created by Christian, Jewish 
and Muslim women from Northern Israel who met at their local WIZO community centre 
and through painting together in the art class they and their families developed 
friendships that otherwise may not have happened. During the exhibition five of the 
paintings were housed by local faith centres, including one at Princes Road Synagogue 
which hopefully members will have enjoyed seeing and one in each of the Cathedrals at 
either end of Hope Street. That was an amazing picture, that whilst Israel is the Jewish 
State it can be catalyst to unite all faiths. I enjoy my work most when I’m able to share 
these kind of good news stories. 

How can people get involved with the IIC and supporting Israel  
in Liverpool and the North West? 

Often people might feel helpless. Sometimes just knowing you’re part of something 
bigger can help encourage you that the one small thing you’re doing is part of a wider 
network and it’s all making a difference. There are so many ways to get involved, 
whether you’re active in your community or just have access to a computer and can 
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connect with online petitions and campaigns. Get in touch with the IIC and find out the 
best way to be a part of it. Back to my earlier point about the national attitudes towards 
Israel, the majority of people aren’t against Israel but there are a lot of people to reach.  

We need everyone who has been to Israel and knows what it’s really like to tell their story 
back here in the UK. When I came back home after studying in Israel for half a year I was 
amazed at the distorted picture being painted, by people who’d never even been!  

Can you give any practical examples of how we can do this?  

So when you've just come back from holiday in Netanya and your work colleagues or 
neighbours ask how it was, take that as an opportunity to tell them how vibrant, diverse, 
free and modern society is in Israel. Show them pictures of the sky scrapers, the 
landscapes, the food! If you've been to green parts of the desert, show them how lush 
Israel has made it through their pioneering drip irrigation technology – which is now being 
used in over 110 countries! 

You may be the only person they will speak to who can give them an alternative positive 
view.  If the conversation heads in a direction you're not sure of, say that you're grateful 
for their interest and you will try and find out the answer for them. Try not to get flustered 
because the reality is - the truth is on our side.  

We will make a real difference when large groups are doing small actions consistently 
and that's what we need to make the truth known across the UK. 

Locally there is Merseyside Friends of Israel and nationally there is a network called the 
Israel-Britain Alliance, made up of groups from across the political and religious 
spectrum. If you want to find out more about the IIC, MFOI or the IBA feel free to get in 
touch. The office phone number is 0161 721 4344 and email address is 
israelinformationcentre@mcr.org.uk – I look forward to connecting with you!  

 
OUR SHOP 
Report by Annette Goodman and Alaster Burman  

To those of our readers who have some retail experience, like the musical sound of the 
cash register we could do with more volunteers for our shop. 

Annette Goodman, Hilary Burman and Hillary Swerdlow choose and buy the stock, some 
of which is bought in Israel and the remainder from local wholesalers. 

They also keep an eye on the running of the shop and its displays. The shop is open 
every day Monday till Thursday. 

The shop stocks items of Judaica which is very attractive and increasing in variety.  

Other than the every day items Kiddush Cups, Havdalah Candles, we endeavour to buy 
in for the festivals, Seder plates, Hanukkah Menorah, and we are now stocking books. 

Check out more details on our website,  www.princesroad.org  

If you would like to help, an hour or so every so often, we will give you some training, call 
Petula.   

Annette and Alaster    
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HISTORIC EUROPEAN ARCHITECTURE 
Alan Swerdlow visits some European houses with Jewish connections 

When we were in the Czech Republic last year staying in Brno we visited two twentieth 
century architectural masterpieces - one with a surprising Liverpool connection. Both had 
been built by wealthy Jewish industrialists who had to flee the country before the last war. 

Villa Tugendhat is the more famous building having been designed by Ludwig Mies van 
der Rohe (1886-1969) who later went to the USA. It is a remarkable modern house with 
enormous mechanised glass windows on to the garden and is full of Mies’ specially 
designed furniture. It has been extensively restored at great expense. If you want to visit 
you need to book well in advance. 

The second house, Villa Stiassni, is more traditional although the staff quarters are very 
modern in style by Ernst Wiesner (1890-1970) who had designed many modernist 
buildings in the city. Extensive grounds as its setting: both houses are in quiet locations. 
Back home I googled Ernst Wiesner who it turned out taught at Liverpool School of 
Architecture until his death. Perhaps someone may know of him. 

When I was a student at Liverpool College of Art in the late 1950s there were three 
emigre teachers who brought a civilising old European influence to the college. Ervin 
Wiesner ran the library. Dr Warburg taught history of art - he used to take us to the British 
Museum and the V&A and only allow us to look at a very few objects. The third was 
Georg Mayer-Marton who was in the painting department where he taught mosaics. His 
vast mosaic of the Ascension was moved from a redundant local church to the 
Metropolitan Cathedral many years ago. www.mayor-marton.com 

I have no idea how these three distinguished men had been recruited. Georg had a 
studio in the Bluecoat and lived off Princes Road. I remember classical music evenings in 
his flat; many of his paintings were of musicians. I never heard anything indicating that 
they had any Jewish faith - their past experiences may have been the factor. 

Sadly, there was no time while in the city to do any research on the Jewish community 
but, again via google, I read that the Jewish population in Brno reached 11,102 in 
September 1941. Over 10,000 Jews were deported to Terezín in 13 transports.  

AS. 

 

 

                                   Villa Stiassni                                          Villa Tugendhat 
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LEARNING FOR LAYENING 
Edward Rosenfield explains that layening has shown that failure leads to success. 

In 2011, I wrote an article for 
Together magazine about how I 
taught myself to layen.  I tried to 
give a picture of the ups and downs 
of that process, resulting in my first 
attempt at doing a Shabbat reading.  
It was Parshat Behaalotecha and 
Michael Ellenbogen (Z’Tz’L) recited 
the first half and I recited the 
second.  I felt elated afterwards and 

felt a happy sense of commitment to a new, amateur career to add to my professional 
career.  Since then, I have layened several Torah parshiot at Princes Road over the 
course of the past 7 years.  It has given me great satisfaction and joy, and it means a lot 
to me to be given compliments from people and friends who have said they enjoyed it.  
Now, I would like to write an update about how these ups and downs continue to be the 
landscape, but in a more evolved way. There are the occasional depths of my despair 
when I am in the fragile initial stages of learning a new parsha reading, that contrast with 
the exhilaration and comforting confidence of travelling through familiar passages of 
scripture, especially those that often express really beautiful concepts.  

To deliver a decent reading, what is needed is a sufficiently comprehensive familiarity 
with the parsha, so that all words, melodies and interpretation are well enough embedded 
subconsciously so they can stand the stress test of a performance.  The methodology in 
preparing for layening is based on letting your brain create and hone the many inter-
connections required.  It is a building process which progressively adds layers of 
sophistication and clarity.  How it happens, I do not know, but it is miraculous. The 
methodology is disappointingly simple:  repeated practise over a period of several 
months.   

Well, that’s how it is in my case.  I do not have a good level of understanding of spoken 
or written Biblical Hebrew, which means that I need to learn the parsha almost by heart. 
That is why it will take me months and at least 2 performances before its content 
becomes properly learnt.  This means that, no matter how good a layener you may have 
been in the past, when you add a new parsha to your repertoire, you must go again 
through the same delicate stages of building from the ground upwards.   

The reward of all the preparation is when it goes well. The reading and chanting feel 
automatic and seem to flow out into the air and into that sacred space of our shul that we 
all know well.  Layening is not an act of recalling memory, it’s is the product of being 
comfortable and familiar with the feeling and experience of travelling through the parsha.  
At its best, it’s like driving on a familiar half-hour stretch of road, or sailing in familiar 
waters, as you watch familiar landmarks go by.  These landmarks themselves do exist, 
both as the calligraphic words in the Sefer, and as sensations stored in your mind. When 
you layen, you merge these two aspects together in an act of creation.  

The kind of memory involved is known as kinaesthetic memory, which means doing 
something based on remembering the feelings of having done it many times before. The 
fact that words have an associated musical-line, mean that a performance can be based 
more strongly in memory. There are, in fact, multiple interwoven levels of memory 
involved. There are the words, the musical line, textual understanding, emotional 
connection and I am sure, others, all running simultaneously.  



	 17	

The musical lines of flow are made up of sequences of little musical set-pieces that are 
strung together in all kinds of permutations. They serve to phrase the sentences, either 
by joining words in a smooth sequence or by adding different sized pauses, as if there 
was a comma there; or perhaps a semi-colon – or a dash, or a full-stop. These are all 
subtly different lengths of pause.  These little musical set-pieces or building blocks of 
chant, are called tropes and all have names, some of which you may already have heard 
of, eg. munach, reviah, zakayf-katon, mercha, tipcha, sof-pasuk.  As far as I am aware, 
there are twenty-four of them altogether.  (Incidentally, do you remember the wonderful 
Victor Borge and his “Phonetic Punctuation” monologue? The noises he invented were, 
in reality, totally useless and ridiculous, but anarchically comical.  Anyone who has not 
seen this must look on you-tube as required research). 

The fact that there are things called tropes, those markings and 
squiggles that you see above and below the Hebrew words in the 
Chumash, is because our early rabbis knew that public readings of 
the Torah would be one of the keys to its survival in the wider world 
after our diaspora.  Layening the parsha, therefore, had to be a job 
that could be done by any Jew, irrespective of learning or social 
status.  That is one reason why we have the initiation ceremonies 

of Barmitzvahs and, added later, Batmitzvahs.  The invention of standard trope notations 
and melodies that serve to phrase the words so that their meaning is clear, is to ensure 
the intact survival of our scriptures and their teachings.   

When the phrasing is correct and the melody lands in all the correct places, it feels like 
watching Roger Federer playing a sequence of tennis-shots that all go exactly where 
they need to go.  Joyful.  Layening is definitely for people who enjoy being right.   

However, what about when it goes wrong?  Well, that’s another story altogether. You 
need to be stubborn, determined and philosophical, because it can be a bumpy ride.  
When the day of the reading arrives, I must resign myself to the fact that I have done all I 
can.  I am painfully aware that my learning will have flaws in it and there will be passages 
I am not completely comfortable with.  I am going to have to depend on my prompter, 
who will be next to me, pointing to be place in the Chumash.  If I need to glance over, I 
can remind myself what the musical trope is, or the correct pronunciation of a particular 
word, hopefully without losing momentum.  Losing the correct melodic phrasing (in my 
case, at least), means that the reading will be grind to a halt.  The most traumatic 
situation can be when there has been a sequence of sentences where the memory of 
how to sing and phrase them just evaporates.  If that happens, I can occasionally 
become so discouraged that new mistakes in sentences that I knew well, start to creep 
in.  Then it becomes a fight for survival and the moral and practical support of my 
prompter offers the only life-line.   

If I ever feel despondent on reflecting on a poor first or second performance, the mercy is 
knowing that this will be transitory.  In a year or two, it will inevitably become a decent 
rendition of that parsha.  To become a layener, you must practice, persevere and 
continue to believe in yourself.  Although it can be a bruising but instructive experience 
when it doesn’t go all that well, it is a delightful thing to experience when it does go well. 
E.R.  

NB:  All members are invited to attend an illustrated talk organised by Edward Rosenfield  
on Sunday 7th October at 7.30pm on Biblical Archaeology to he held in the shul annex.  
The talk with visuals will be by Dr Paul Lawrence (of Liverpool University) followed by 
questions. "Biblical Archaeology - what can we realistically expect from it?"  
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FROM THE COMMUNAL ARCHIVE 
David Hudaly wrote a history of the LOHC and this was one of the illustrations  
in his book.  

   Abraham Hoffnung was the 
Senior Warden of the 
synagogue from 1871 to 1875. 
He was closely involved in the 
building of the Shul in Princes 
Road as well as the Hebrew 
School in Hope Place. At the 
end of Hoffnung’s term of office 
the congregants decided to 
make him a gift. No gold 
watches for him, but a purse of 
money. But when they 
presented this to him, he 
refused to take it and told the 
congregation to hand the 
money with his compliments to 
the new Hebrew School which 
had recently opened on the 
corner of Pilgrim Street and 
Hope Place. There was a tiny 
plot of land at the right hand 
end of the building and on 
which they were able to build an 
extension to the building in a 
matching style. If you stand on 
the pavement opposite the 
school you can see the different 
levels and horizontal lines that 
define this extension.  

To mark Hoffnung’s generosity 
the shul trustees arranged a 
dinner in his honor. See menu 
and report, left. (Sorry for the 

line missing at the bottom. It was 
missing off the scan sent to us) Later they put up a plaque in the old school, to 
commemorate the gift, which remained there until it closed down in the 1960s when it 
moved to Childwall Road and became known as King David Primary and High School. 
The Governors had the foresight to take the plaque down and put it into storage in a shed 
at the back of the school in Beauclair Drive, however the lettering deteriorated to such an 
extent that it all but disappeared. The team who decided to rescue this and several other 
old plaques, had the lettering restored and a replica made of it in glass fibre resin. This 
now hangs as part of a montage on the atrium wall in the new King David School and the 
story of Abraham Hoffnung and all the other people on the heritage plaques is told in a 
special multi media presentation arranged each year for the pupils and for visiting 
groups. See article here on page 18. Meanwhile, the LOHC agreed to adopt the original 
plaster plaque which is now on the wall of the lobby in Princes Road Synagogue. Do take 
a look at it when you next come into the building.  
Ed. 
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FINAL RESTING PLACE FOR FOUNDATION STONE 
The last item in the Heritage Plaques Project comes home for LOHC Warden 

The King David Heritage Plaques Project has been 
well documented in the pages of this magazine, not to 
mention the story here on the previous page of the 
Abraham Hoffnung plaque that adorns the wall of the 
lobby of Princes Road Shul.  

In a project that commenced in 2009, glass fibre 
replicas were made, of all the original stones from 
buidlings around the community, and are now in a 
montage on the wall of the main hall in the King David 
School. A special multi media show is presented 
annualy to the new intake of pupils of the school to tell 
the story of the people on the plaques and bring them 
to life. Without the plaques there is little or no evidence 

of the history of the school or its benefactors and founders.  

Once the replicas were made the team managed to find homes for all the original stones; 
Two are embedded in a wall at the back of the school, two were adopted by the Museum 
of Liverpool for part of its Jewish Community Trail, one is in the prayer room at 
Broadgreen Cemetery, three of them are on display in the visitor centre at the Deane 
Road Heritage Cemetery, one is in the foyer of Princes Road Synagogue and two are on 

the wall of the community centre room on the KD 
campus. 

This left a final resting place to be found for the 
last remaining stone. Befittingly this was the 
original foundation stone laid by the late Henry 
Carr in 1956 and rescued from the old King David 
School before it was demolished. The team 
decided the most appropriate place for this stone 
to be displayed would be on the lawn in front of 
the school where it now rests. 

Henry Carr (wearing the top hat in the photograph 
above) was a local businessman and a tireless 

worker in the Liverpool Jewish Community. He laid this foundation stone when he was 
chairman of the Board of Governors of the original King David High School which, in 
those days, was referred to as a Grammar School. He was the chairman of the Hebrew 
School Building and Management Committee which commissioned local architect Alfred 
Shennan and negotiated building costs of £121,000 for the original school on this site. 
Henry Carr was a pupil of the old Hebrew School in Hope Place and became the 
president of its Old Boys Association in 1933. He was treasurer and vice president of the 
Jewish Board of Guardians. In 1937 he became a governor of the Hebrew School and in 
1944 was its honorary treasurer.  

From 1945 to 1948 he was Senior Treasurer at Princes Road Synagogue, from 1948 to 
1950 he was Junior Warden and from 1950 to 1953 he was Senior Warden. He was the 
president of the Merseyside Jewish Representative Council from 1956 to1958. Henry 
Carr died in 1958 aged 65.   
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Of all the plaques and stones in the project, the photograph above is the only one we 
have found in the Harold House and King David Archive, that shows one of the stones 
actually being laid. The other group photograph below, taken by community photographer 

Louis Sampson, shows Henry Carr standing with a group of the first intake of pupils in 
1957 on the day the school opened.  The photograph was taken on the playing field and 
ironically Henry Carr is standing, more or less, on the very same spot where the 
foundation stone has been installed on the lawn today.   Ed. 
 

TRY THESE PHOTOGRAPHS FOR SIZE 
We recommend readers with computers who are interested in local history to pay a visit 
to this website link below where you will find an astonishing set of before-and-now 
photographs taken around the city centre. The clever thing is that you can slide your 
mouse backwards and forwards across each set of photographs to get the two effects. 

https://www.buzzfeed.com/onthisspot/liverpool?utm_term=.iqv0vvy7n#.gnVgZZ9wk 

 

HERE’S A CHALLENGE 
Take a look at the recipe at the end of this magazine. We always wonder if anyone either 
reads it or actually tries it out. If you do try it out, take a photograph of yourself or a 
member of your family with the finished dish and this copy of Together clearly in the 
photograph. If you send it in to us, we will send to you a copy of one of the latest cookery 
books as a prize.    
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FROM YOUR FAMILY ALBUM - 1. 
Our regular feature where we ask you to find photographs in your albums of  
events which took place in the shul over the years.	

	

This photograph was sent in by Lesley Moss nee Rosenblatt of her wedding to Alan 
Moss at Princes Road on 8th April 1973. Among their guests and those in the photograph 
were; From the left is Alan's brother Barry, Then their mother Dolly, Jeff Bloomberg, the 
best man, Alan and Lesley, Diane Greenberg, now Ross, Lesley's mother Heather and 
father Eric Rosenblatt: 

The bridesmaids on the front row were Danielle Greenberg, Mirelle Cohen, Shelly Fisher 
and Melanie Rosenblatt. 
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Civic Service 2018 

FROM YOUR FAMILY ALBUM - 2. 
Here is another photograph 

taken from the Swerdlow 
family album. It was taken on 
the shul steps at the wedding 
of your editor’s parents Esther 
and David Swerdlow on 
Sunday 8th August 1937. The 
reception took place 
afterwards at Holyoake Hall in 
Smithdown Road, a popular 
venue for such events in the 
community. The group in the 
photograph is, from left to right, 
Rae and Alex Swerdlow, the 
groom’s parents both of whom 
were born in Russia, and 
Joseph and Elizabeth Tenser, 
both born in London.  

Alex who came over at the turn 
of the last century settled in 
Liverpool and followed his 
father Simon Swerdlow as a 
tailor with a workshop in the 
city centre manufacturing 
uniforms for the fire brigade. 
Joseph did clerical work in the 
city but became heavily 
involved doing voluntary 
administration work as either 
the secretary or treasurer of 
many of the community’s 
welfare and charity 

organisations. In due course he 
became the full time stipendiary 

administrator to most of the communal charity organisations and tontines. 

Take a look in your family album and see if there are any old photographs of family or 
communal events that took place in or outside the shul. Send them in to us either 
scanned at a decent resolution by email or post them to or hand them in to the shul 
office. We will scan them and send them back to you straight away. Don’t forget to 
include as much information about the event and the people in the picture. Thanks. 

We hope you enjoy these photographs. It would be so much better to print this magazine 
in colour but it would be far too expensive and not justifiable. Nevertheless we trust that 
these images, perfectly printed as they are here in black and white, do them justice.  

Take a look at the photograph on the back page of the magazine which we reserve for 
photographs of a decent quality sent in by our readers.  The next one could be yours. 
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ON THE FIXING OF A MEZZUZAH 
Rabbi Ariel and Rebetzen Shulamit have a gathering at their new home in Liverpool 

 

 

We were all invited to attend the official fixing of the mezuzah on the front door of the 
new house of Rabbi Ariel and Rebetzen Shulamit on Sunday 8th July. It was a warm 
sunny day and a good crowd turned up. The multi ethnic neighbours seemed to take into 
their stride the large gathering outside the house during the ceremony which included 
brochot and singing.  

And then into the ample back garden where barbecues were just coming to the ready to 
cook delicious burgers, chicken, salmon and sausages added to a variety of salads and 
refreshing drinks. Everyone, young and old, joined in and contributed to this delightful 
party. Wouldn’t it be nice to have an annual garden party in someone’s home. Whatever 
the event.   

Ironically, the house is right in the heart of where the shul’s congregation used to live in 
the 1930s circa, Myrtle, Chatham, Grove, Falkner, Husskison and Bedford Streets. And 
of course very handy for the Rabbi to get to shul today. We wish them and their family 
well in their new home and garden which we hope will always be blessed with warm 
sunshine.     
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LET’S GET TOGETHER 
Together Editor Michael Swerdlow chats to Rebetzen Shulamit Abel  
 

Where were you born and where were you 
educated? 

I was born and grew up in Sevilla, Colombia. My 
hometown is 4800 feet above sea level and it has 
amazing sunsets overlooking a large valley that 
extends as far as the eye can see. I attended primary 
and secondary school in Sevilla and went on to 
medical school in Cali where I studied for two years.  
 
 
 

What was it like growing up there? 
I have beautiful memories of childhood and my teenage years. Colombia is in many ways 
a very rich country. I grew up listening to many different rhythms. My father has a very 
large collection of books and music and our home was always busy with artists, 
musicians, students, family and friends coming to research, enjoy a cup of coffee, play 
different types of music, dancing and joining in popular “tertulias literarias” – evenings 
spent discussing books (new and old). My dad set up the first cine club in town and later, 
with a group of friends they set up “la casa de la cultura”, a large house where people of 
all ages could receive lessons in all forms of art (painting, poetry, dancing, singing, 
pottery, etc). My brother and I learned to play the flute and the clarinet and later I joined 
the town’s municipal band which focused on traditional folklore from Colombia and the 
Andes region (salsa, cumbia, pasillos, pasodobles, bambucos, mazurcas, classical music 
was also thrown in the mix). Our farms had many animals. In the weekends we rode 
horses, after school we went swimming, we were never bored, we were always busy 
doing something. We had a very peaceful life until the late 80s. Because Sevilla was 
Colombia’s coffee growing capital, the mafia cartels started coming to our town to buy 
coffee, bananas and other produce and launder money in that way. Their presence in 
town brought in an atmosphere of fear and mistrust. 
What was a routine day like? 
We would get up at 6 am. School began at 7 am. We came back at 1pm to have lunch, 
took a short siesta and at 2.30 I went to swim until 5.30. We ate dinner together at 6pm 
then I went to flute or clarinet lessons at 7pm for about an hour and a quarter. I did 
homework between 8:30 and 10pm and went to bed to get an 8-hour night’s sleep. 
Weekends were spent with most of my eighteen cousins and grandmothers. We would 
ride horses at the farm and swim in the river almost every week.  
What were your impressions of Europe and especially the UK when you were 
younger?  
Due to the films at Cine Club which often were European, especially English, French and 
German and to the literary discussions we had at home, I got the impression that 
Europeans were intellectual, and that English people were polite and courteous in the 
stereotypically traditional sense.  I thought that towns and cities in Europe were well-
organised and clean.  
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Did you ever think you might one day visit or even live in Europe and the UK? 
I did think about the possibility of visiting. An uncle of mine lived in London. He used to 
describe life commuting on the underground and his relationship with the Italian and 
Spanish local community in London. As a secondary school student, I thought I might 
come to Europe to study a postgrad specialisation after university, but I never thought of 
living in the UK. 
 
Describe your family life back home when you were younger 
The Colombian idea of family is not the Western model of the nuclear family. The original 
settlers of Sevilla were Paisa from the Antioquia region. Colombian families, especially 
Paisa families are closely knit, and there are certain families who are considered our 
relatives because we are intermarried. When I was very young, these families shared 
everything, I remember a vacuum cleaner that would be shared between several families. 
When we made special meals, we would take food to our neighbours.  
When I was in Primary school, we visited one of our grandmothers and the children and 
grandchildren would all congregate at the house of that grandmother. This happened 
every single day. At weekends we had sleepovers, all the grandchildren stayed at the 
grandmother’s house. In Sevilla we were a large family, many cousins living nearby and 
growing up as close as siblings.  
All the females of the family were very involved in the upbringing of all the children. One 
of my aunts was the hospital’s accountant; she used to take me to work to help her do 
the accounts and find mistakes when the numbers didn’t match.  
 
What was your own religious background and family upbringing like? 
Although the country presented Catholicism as the only religion, our family had codes of 
conduct that were different from many of my schoolfriends. We learned about morals and 
ethics through storytelling and fables. My father insisted on learning the Ethics of the 
fathers (Pirkei Avot). My grandmothers and older aunties taught us all about kitchen 
hygiene.  
My maternal grandmother Candida taught the oldest children in each generation to 
slaughter animals. This included testing the knife on the lip or tongue so there were no 
notches, giving the animal a blessing, making sure it was calm before the slaughter and 
covering the blood afterwards. We learned many of the agricultural laws which our family 
kept and made sure that the workers on the farm did the same, such as not taking the 
first fruit of the tree, or not picking fruit after midday, ensuring the tree was “cool” when 
fruit-picking took place. On Friday afternoon all the workers were sent home and did not 
return until Monday morning. Charging interest among friends and family was considered 
incorrect. In the last twenty years charging interest has started taking place. This 
happened after the Mafia came in the late eighties as they lent money for business 
improvement, lending at rates lower than bank rates, so others started to do the same.  
Our religious beliefs: at school we were told never to question “the Word of God” and that 
included anything which the priests told us. Therefore, when I questioned Mary’s virginity 
after delivering a baby, I was told that this was one of the mysteries of the holy church. 
Once, I came home and asked how it was possible that there could be three different 
persons who were one and the same. My mother explained that there were three distinct 
persons but only one God, and that there is no representation of God on earth and so a 
human could not be God on earth. As Creator, God is everywhere and is also in each 
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one of us. The soul he puts in us means that we are all connected to each other, with 
each other and with God.  
She said that the Church got confused into saying that God got born as a child – the Nino 
Dios – the Godchild. My parents told me that I did not have to learn the prayers in school 
but that I should learn them to pass the exams.  
What I find curious now is that although a few of my relatives went to seminaries to study 
theology, and one of my aunties went to a convent for one of her high school years to 
learn cake decoration and embroidery to a very high standard, and one uncle even 
finished his ordination studies, none of them ever became a priest or a nun. The stated 
reason my uncle gave for refusing his certificate of ordination was that he loved women 
and wanted to have a wife and children. Nonetheless my grandmother was concerned 
that everyone should have a baptism certificate. In Colombia until the first half of the 
twentieth century, state-run schools would rarely accept non-Catholic children, and 
businesses would be forcibly closed for non-attendance of church, non-payment of the 
tithe to the church or for opening on Sunday. A Muslim shopkeeper in Sevilla once lost 
his business due to opening on Sunday. In this context, I was baptised as was my mother 
and the first three of my children.  
 
What job did you want to do when you were young? 
I wanted to help people. Therefore, I used to think of being either a doctor or a lawyer. As 
the oldest grandchild I was always mediating between cousins, but I remember thinking I 
didn’t want to defend criminals and as I was good at maths and science it seemed I was 
better suited to study medicine.   
 
What work did you study and train for? 
My mum always told me I would make a good teacher. As a teenager I was very focused 
on science and volunteering in the local hospital, I even assisted a birth at the age of 16 
when a doctor who was my friend found himself without nurses to help. So, I thought I’d 
never be a teacher, but over the years life took me in the direction of education.  
When my sons were little I qualified as a TEFL teacher and taught English and Spanish 
in China. Then I set up my own business, importing from China and trading in the UK. My 
interaction with Chinese people allowed me to learn the spoken language. In 2009, I went 
on to do a degree in Chinese and Latin American studies at Manchester University. Now 
I am preparing to start a post graduate, PGCE in Hope University next month. I’ll be 
teaching Spanish and Chinese in secondary schools. 
 
How and where did you meet Ariel? 
We met in Manchester University where we were both studying for master’s degrees. We 
had a couple of lessons in common and as the oldest students in the class (most 
students were in their early 20s) we ended up doing group work and presentations 
together. 
 
Has life in the UK come up to your expectations? 
I have enjoyed my life in the UK. When I first came here it was indeed more organised 
than Colombia. In the 1990s I thought older adults were very polite and it was not 
unusual to see eccentric people on the streets in Wales and in Gloucestershire which 
was not very common in Colombia as most people were quite traditional. Therefore, I felt 
there was more room for individuality in the UK. In addition, I was very impressed with 
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the NHS and pensions system and with the fact that there was a good rail network. So, in 
that sense, it did meet my expectations.  
 
Do you prefer Lancashire or Liverpool? 
I love Liverpool, I have always liked this city. Even when I lived in Manchester I preferred 
Liverpool’s atmosphere and the warmth of its people. 
 
How different is Princes Road Shul to any you have known back home? 
Very different! Princes Road is an architectural work of art: the design, the décor, its size. 
We don’t have such a building in Colombia. In terms of the community itself, it is similar 
to the Ashkenazi shuls in Bogota and Cali. People are traditional, I think the rapport 
amongst the congregants and their relationship with their rabbi is similar. However, I think 
the congregation in Princes Road is much more welcoming than traditional shuls in 
Colombia.  
On the other hand, we have new communities in Colombia where people are made to 
feel very welcomed on arrival. Many of their congregants are from a Sephardi anusim 
background and most of them have become very “frum”. Their shuls are usually small 
and are often rented houses. These people tend to be very observant and many of them 
dress in the modern Charedi style. I would say that these emerging communities in 
Colombia are similar to PR in terms of attitude towards others but in terms of chumrot 
they’re different. Another difference is the way they celebrate shabbat. They all come 
together on Fridays to cook and prepare and people who live far from shul stay over in 
the shul’s house where they spend the whole of shabbat in prayer, study and after 
Havdalah they play Latin American music and sing together traditional songs. There’s 
another similarity! Although men and women don’t sing together during tefillah, they all 
join in the singing at times of celebration.  
 
What special flavour would you like to bring to the life of Princes Road Shul? 
I would like to host in our home evenings of shared music and international food. I would 
also like to see greater cohesion between the young families that have recently been 
visiting our shul more regularly. For that purpose, I would like to get a group of us 
together to organise family-friendly activities on a regular basis. 
 
What do you do in your spare time, hobbies, your way of relaxing? 
I enjoy swimming, reading, listening to music and travelling. If I ever get the time I like 
rock climbing with my older sons. I find being out at sea very relaxing. Recently I enjoyed 
cleaning a friend’s boat, painting it and preparing it for sail. Anything to do with the sea I 
find spiritually recharging. 
 
What do you like or dislike about Liverpool? 
I like the cultural mix, the beautiful old buildings and the docks. I don’t really like the 
scouse accent. 
 
What’s the most embarrassing thing that has ever happened to you? 
Oh dear! I think it has to be an incident that happened many years ago when an 
international lawyer, dapper, well-spoken and of a serious demeanour, was showing 
some interest in me at a friend’s party. When he found out my ex-husband was nearby 
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he asked me if I had a nice sister I could introduced him to. I don’t know what came over 
me but by way of reply I answered “No, but I have a very nice brother”. You should have 
seen the confused look on his very embarrassed face. 
 
 
Name the guests - dead or alive - who you would invite to a make-believe  
dinner party. 
First, the setting: often at dinner parties people end up talking to those few sitting close to 
them. I would like to give everyone the opportunity to talk to each other and for all to be 
able to participate in group conversation. Therefore, I wouldn’t make it formal and would 
probably host it in my parent’s house.  
I would love to invite Professor Robert Winston, Jackie Mason, Leonard Cohen, Andy 
Williams, Garcia Marquez, Isabel Allende, Ernesto Sabato, King David, my paternal 
grandfather (he was a good storyteller and lived a very interesting life). Of the people 
who have been influential in my life I’d invite Professors Par Kumaraswami and Peter 
Wade. I’d ask my friend Helen, from Kerala, to cook with me some of her delicious Indian 
dishes and my friend Susan and my father to be in charge of the cocktails. I think it would 
be fun to have Rabbi Demota in the mix. 
 
What influence do you have over Ariel’s work or do you leave him to get on with it? 
I’d say I do have some influence in his work. We often engage in long discussions about 
his articles or halachic questions and how they relate to modern life and he often takes 
my comments into consideration. We work together when it comes to helping refugees, 
disenfranchised Jews, as well as in multifaith work. Until recently I used to travel with him 
a lot as part of our work. However, recently I have taken a step back as Yasmin’s needs 
have changed now that she is a bit older. In addition, I have become very busy revising 
for exams and interviews as part of my application for the PGCE 
 
Have your children become English or will they have a cosmopolitan style? 
It’s difficult to be precise in this question. My sons were all brought up in Britain and I 
think they are all British in many ways, but they have been brought up with a strong 
connection to Colombia, its culture and our family ties. When they were younger, some 
aspects of Chinese culture were present in our daily life: food, music and the language. 
They also became very familiar with Indian culture through my friend Helen, whom I 
mentioned above, and when I lived in Whalley Range where we made good friendships 
with Indian and Pakistani neighbours. Now that three of my sons are adults, they travel 
abroad at every opportunity. They all speak Spanish, Sandy is now applying for a 
university placement abroad, Malcolm is learning Chinese and he practices a form of 
Oriental meditation and Stefan is also studying Chinese. I would say it is only Sebastian 
who is more British in his view of the world. 
Yasmin is still very young but she already has a cosmopolitan style. At the age of two, 
Yasmin attended an interfaith meeting with me. She approached the Catholic priest and 
said: “Hello!”. When he didn’t answer she tried again in Spanish: “Hola!”, the priest still 
didn’t respond so she tried one more time: “Shalom!”. This time the priest turned in 
surprised and responded Shalom with a big smile on his face. Living in and participating 
in multicultural Lancashire, I am sure will continue to influence Yasmin’s understanding 
and appreciation for other languages and cultures 
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OBITUARY 
The eulogy given by Joanne Marcus and Maurice Smith for their mother, shul member 
Dorothee Smith (1931 – 2018) at her funeral. 

Dorothee was born on the French Mediterranean island of 
Corsica, to a mother who was Latvian and a staunch 
religious Zionist. Her father was of Polish Chassidic origin, 
a political Zionist with left leaning ideology.  They were 
married in Palestine by Rav Kook, later to become the first 
Chief Rabbi of Israel in the late 1920s. While on a return 
trip to Europe their ship stopped in Corsica where she was 
born. The family returning to Latvia approximately six 
weeks after her birth. Her younger sister, Gita Esther was 
born in 1933 in Libau. Dorothee and her parents returning 
to Corsica in 1936. They had entrusted the younger sister 
into the care of a childless uncle and aunt. However, 

despite her father returning to Libau well before the outbreak of the Second World War, 
to bring the younger sister back to Corsica, he was for various reasons unable to do so, 
and the young Gita Esther together with her uncle and aunt were murdered along with 
the majority of Libau`s Jewish community in the latter half of 1941. 

The war years were very difficult for Dorothee, her father was a prisoner of war, and she 
and her mother found it hard to survive, the latter sold family valuables and gave lessons 
to local children. They were permanently hungry and all the time aware that as Jews they 
might be denounced and deported by the fascist occupiers of the Island. They were 
obliged to wear a Yellow Star but at great personal risk did not do so. They hid their 
religion and Dorothee attended church regularly in Ajaccio and neighbouring villages. 
Despite this her mother educated her fully in all aspects of Judaism in secret.  

She was very academic in school, a classical scholar, and developed a love for French 
Literature and British culture. She won virtually all the prizes most years, needing her 
parents assistance to carry the books home. After the war she went to the University of 
Aix-en-Provence were she met Jews again, and then went to teach in Oxford and 
Edinburgh. In Edinburgh was an “assistante” in French at George Watsons Ladies 
College and the Mary Erskine School for Girls in the early 1950s. In Edinburgh she met 
her future husband Doctor Ian Smith, and they happily settled in Liverpool. 

Dorothee was essentially a linguist, and spoke eight languages. She found work easily 
and taught French in some of Liverpool`s best schools. In her spare time she tutored for 
the Workers Adult Education Association, as well as the University of Liverpool`s 
Department of Extra Mural Studies. After her children were born she became a well 
known home tutor to countless school children and adults too. She also became skilled at 
interpretation and latterly coached the top executives of some of Liverpool’s best known 
Insurance corporations in conversational and business French. 

However, her proudest achievement was her longstanding Chairmanship of the “Societe 
Litteraire Francaise de Liverpool,” an organisation promoting French Culture and 
Language dating back to 1874. This long and enduring effort was recognised by the 
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French Ministry of Culture in 1989 when she was awarded a most prestigious medal, the 
“Chevalier de L`Ordre des Palmes Academiques”. 

Dorothee was a cheerful bubbly extrovert with a lively Mediterranean personality. She 
had a gentle disrespect for authority, and was, to put it mildly, not the most proficient 
driver. She disliked injustice, and for some years was an active member of the Liverpool 
35`s group who campaigned against the harshnesses meted out to Russian Jewish 
refuseniks, making regular phone calls of support – all in fluent Yiddish. She delighted in 
taking prohibited items onto aircraft, as she felt this was an initiative exercise. She was a 
devoted and energetic grandparent and latterly great grandparent. She supported many 
communal societies, and would always help outsiders, as she had once been herself. 

Sadly in her latter years her mild eccentricities were replaced by early stages of mild 
cognitive impairment, and latterly Alzheimers dementia. After some difficult times she 
moved to Stapely Residential Home, where she brought much entertainment to all who 
encountered her - be it in the home or during her many absconding episodes. She did 
flourish in that wonderful facility, and only became physically frailer in her very last 
month. 

Dorothee Smith had a difficult childhood in turbulent times, dodging the Holocaust, 
greatly scarred by the cruel loss of her younger sister and many other relatives. She 
loved Liverpool and Liverpool loved her. A giving and generous person, she always 
touched the lives of all those she met and taught. Her life was full and active, and above 
all she would want people to gain comfort from the many warm and happy memories we 
have of her, rather than to mourn her passing. 

 She is survived by her son and daughter and a large extended family. 

 

 
SPONSORS AND ADVERTISERS 
Half or full page advertisements are available and we can either accept your artwork or 
do a basic smart layout for you. And we don't charge the earth for the space. Please 
contact the shul office or the editor for more details. Any income received from 
advertising will defray our own printing and posting expenses. This all makes sense as 
otherwise, the printing of this magazine is a drain on the shul's resources. Similarly if you 
would like to sponsor the whole edition or just a page, or be one of its patrons, we can 
record the fact.  We are also looking for a volunteer to take over the sales department of 
the magazine and book advertisements, sponsorship and patronage and send out the 
invoices. We only go to print twice a year so it won't take a lot of your time. 
 
YOU’VE PROBABLY SEEN THIS ONE BEFORE 
Three people check into a Manhattan hotel room. The receptionist says the bill is $30, so 
each guest pays $10. Later the clerk realizes the bill should only be $25. To rectify this, 
he gives the bellboy $5 to return to the guests. On the way to the room, the bellboy 
realizes that he cannot divide the money equally. As the guests didn't know the total of 
the revised bill, the bellboy decides to just give each guest $1 and keep $2 as a tip for 
himself.  
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Each guest got $1 back: which means each guest only paid $9; bringing the total paid to 
$27.  The bellboy has $2.  Therefore $27 + $2 = $29 so, if the guests originally handed 
over $30, what happened to the remaining $1? 

If you know the explanation, tell us and we’ll print it in the next edition. 
 
JEWISH WALKS IN YORKSHIRE 
Nigel Grizzard continues his popular walks 
 

Having been on one or two of them, we always give a mention in 
this magazine to the excellent and professionally organized walks on 
Jewish themes and people in Yorkshire, led by expert Nigel 
Grizzard. His walks are always well attended and are informative 
and enjoyable.  
 
We notice that one of his current walks is about Jewish owners of 
cotton mills along the Leeds Liverpool Canal, so there is a bit of a 
Liverpool connection.  Even if you didn’t go on the walk, a trip to 
Saltaire is fascinating and well worthwhile. This practically derelict 
Victorian mill set within its own model village developed in 1851 by 

industrialist and benefactor Titus Salt, was bought and totally rejuvenated in 1986 by a 
young Jewish entrepreneur, the late Jonathan Silver, from Leeds and turned into a major 
tourist attraction which is now a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Jonathan was a good 
friend of David Hockney and in the years before his untimely passing bought many of 
Hockney’s paintings which form the basis of the art gallery which is one of the attractions 
at Saltaire.  Nigel’s current programme of five walks below will be part of the Jewish 
Heritage Days held around the country coordinated by B’nai B’rith this year. 
 
Thursday 4th October in York at 11am. See page 11 of the booklet. 
Tales of Jewish York. 
 
Sunday 7th October in Bradford at 11am. See page 12 of the booklet. 
In the Footsteps of Rabbi Dr Joseph Strauss and the Reverend Isaac Livingstone: stories 
of Bradford's Jewish Community. 
 
Sunday 7th October in Bradford at 14.30. See page 12 of the booklet. 
 'The Grand Philanthropist, his great nephew and the German Consul.'  
Stories of Little Germany, Bradford's Historic Merchant Quarter. 
 
Sunday October 14th in Chapeltown, Leeds at 11am. See page 13 of the booklet.  
Chapeltown and its Jewish Stories. 
 
Sunday October 14th in Saltaire, Bradford at 14.30. See page 13 of the booklet. 
'Trouble at Mill': Stories of the Jewish Mill owners along the Leeds Liverpool Canal. 
 
The cost of each walk is £8 per person. To book your place(s)  for these popular walks 
email: bradfordjewish@gmail.com  
 
		

  The booklet referred to above can be obtained from  
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Nigel Grizzard, Tour Guide 
07798 807707798 855 494  |  Leeds, West Yorkshire  |  bradfordjewish@gmail.com 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE  
BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF BRITISH JEWS 
   

 

5778 will be remembered as the year that the Jewish community  
came together to say ‘Enough is Enough’ to antisemitism. 

It was unprecedented and heart-warming back in March to see so many people from all 
parts of the community join like-minded non-Jews and parliamentarians to stand in front 
of the Palace of Westminster to protest against the antisemitism that, staggeringly, is 
tolerated in our country’s official party of opposition. 

Several aspects of this protest were meaningful. I was gratified by the speed with which 
we, the Jewish Leadership Council and other partners, devised and executed the idea. 
We were overwhelmed by the response from the 2,000 people who travelled to 
Westminster at 24 hours’ notice, including more than 30 MPs from Labour and other 
parties, and friends from the Muslim, Christian, Sikh and Hindu communities. Never has 
our community made a more powerful statement that we will not tolerate antisemitism in 
the Labour Party. Perhaps most important of all was the near unanimity with which we 
spoke. And it is this unity which we as a community need as we go forward to face 
challenges such as this.  

Although the overwhelming majority of the community were behind us in our protest 
against antisemitism, there are issues which do divide us. Of course, we will never agree 
on everything but there is a right and a wrong way to disagree. For example, when the 
Kaddish for Gaza event took place following the Hamas-sponsored violent protests at the 
border with Israel, nobody was more appalled than me. However, the tone and tenor of 
some of the comments aimed at the protesters has bordered on hateful and abusive. 
Such ferocity does nothing to advance the argument but rather discredits the point being 
made and leaves our community in a less civil place. 
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While we must fight against hate, prejudice and injustice, much of my work as President 
of the Board of Deputies is in promoting projects which work for a positive outcome. My 
first action as President after my election in May was to travel to Manchester for 
discussions with leaders of northern communities and the Mayor of Greater Manchester, 
Andy Burnham, then on to Glasgow and Edinburgh for talks with Scottish First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon and  

discussions with my Scottish Jewish colleagues.  I intend to be a leader for all Jews of all 
denominations across the country and none of us is more important than any other. 

We also need to reach out beyond our community which is why I have prioritised 
interfaith work, in particular, creating links with Muslim partners. This summer, for the first 
time, the Board of Deputies hosted an interfaith Iftar for senior Muslims and Jews 
including the Chief Rabbi and I have travelled the country meeting Muslims from Leeds to 
Luton and points in-between. Jews and Muslims have much in common and my objective 
is to create relationships which will strengthen us all and fight the prejudice and 
ignorance which has divided us in the past. 

This was also the year that in the United Kingdom we celebrated our crucial role in the 
creation of the State of Israel, with celebrations to mark the 100th anniversary of the 
Balfour Declaration, culminating in the Parliamentary Balfour Reception, attended by 
many ministers, MPs and peers. And in this 70th anniversary of the birth of the State of 
Israel, we have been promoting a dialogue for peace between Israelis and Palestinians 
through Invest in Peace. This project, undertaken with Christian communities, is interfaith 
work at its most meaningful, tackling difficult issues positively and head on. We are 
determined that, rather than import the Middle East conflict, we should work together to 
support a constructive conversation towards reconciliation.   
 
Those of us who love Israel were delighted that the Duke of Cambridge undertook the 
first official Royal visit to the country. It would be hard not to be touched by his moving 
message in the Yad Vashem guest book. And the goodwill and friendship in his speech 
at the Ambassador’s reception left an impression on all of us who were present. A key 
message of the visit was about the importance of engagement. In addition to supporting 
coexistence with the young Israeli and Arab footballers, the fact that President Rivlin and 
President Abbas felt compelled to offer messages of peace in their meetings with the 
second in line to the British throne was a real tribute to the enduring ‘soft power’ of the 
British monarchy. This was clearly a man with a genuine warmth and friendship for the 
Jewish people and, going into 5779, amid all the political turmoil we have encountered 
this year, the image of the Duke, both at the Western Wall and, playing football on the 
beach, gives me wonderful memories to take into the new year. 
 
May this Rosh Hashanah bring you, your families and all of Am Yisrael health, strength 
and peace. 
 
 

 
 
Marie van der Zyl 
President : September 2018 / Tishrei 5779 
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Rabbi Arial reciting the brocha before fixing his mezzuzah 

 
 
 
A REPORT FROM MJCC 

 
Merseyside Jewish Community Care launched its Major Appeal in May 2018.  MJCC is a 
charity which provides a wide range of practical and financial support to people in need in 
the Liverpool Jewish community.  It may come as surprise to some but there are many 
people who cannot afford to put food on the table, buy their children clothes and shoes or 
purchase essential items such as a fridge or washing machine.  MJCC subsidises 
services to enable people to improve their quality of life.  Our community experiences 
disability, mental health challenges, debt, addiction, abuse, divorce and redundancy 
which all have an impact upon health and wellbeing and can lead to financial difficulties.   
 
Individuals, families and carers make referrals to the Care Team at Shifrin House on a 
daily basis.  Practical and financial difficulties can be triggered by underlying family 
issues or external problems such as redundancy and exist within our community.  MJCC 
helps and supports people in crisis and with longer term issues.  Members of the 
community can contact the Care Team 0151 733 2292 (in strict confidence) if they wish 
to make a referral. 
 
MJCC also run specialist support groups for people with visual impairment, mental health 
challenges and learning difficulties.  We coordinate a small Jewish supported living 
scheme and a welfare benefits maximization service in partnership with the Citizens 
Advice Bureau at Shifrin House.  Last year 38 people used our confidential Citizens 
Advice Bureau service.  To make an appointment for a welfare benefit check please ring 
Shifrin House and request an appointment. 
 
MJCC coordinates a wide range of welfare, wellbeing and administrative services for our 
Jewish community.  The range of wellbeing services we now deliver is vast for such a 
small organisation and includes beginners bridge, memory fitness sessions, knitting 
circle, sequence dancing, armchair exercises, art groups, IT support and Tai Chi.   
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MJCC also offers bereavement and carers support and can arrange for our clients to be 
assessed for care services through Social Services.   
 
MJCC offers a shopping service where a shopper volunteer will take the client out and 
support them to obtain their own shopping.  This might be the only time a client will 
venture out so this service offers companionship as well as practical help.  We also offer 
a transport service for our clients to and from our Lunch and Activity Clubs and to 
hospital appointments.   
 
MJCC continues to service the Merseyside Jewish Community – what we provide at 
MJCC is unique and a specialist service – and that is why we launched an Appeal.   
 
MJCC provides a twice weekly Kosher meals on wheels delivery service.  Each meal 
comprises a freshly cooked three course meal made in our Kosher kitchen by our cook 
and a team of volunteers.  Over 5,000 affordable Kosher meals are delivered a year.  
 
All activities are organised and coordinated from Shifrin House by our busy 
Administration Team and run by our excellent Care Team with the assistance of our 
many volunteers to whom we are indebted.   
 
We held a successful volunteer thank you lunch event in June 2018 where our guest of 
honour David Coleman delivered an inspirational and motivational talk on the value of 
volunteering and the need for all community members to encourage younger volunteers 
to come forward.  Volunteer assistance is more than welcome and greatly received.  To 
start volunteering with MJCC please phone Anthea at Shifrin House. 
 
With new data protection laws coming into force consent forms were sent out to the 
whole community enabling you to “keep in touch”, not only with MJCC but with the other 
charitable organisations administered from Shifrin House.  If you have not returned your 
consent form please do so as soon as possible, alternatively you can telephone the office 
and the form can be filled in over the phone, with your verbal consent.   
 
Funding welfare and wellbeing services for the future is vitally important.  Leaving a 
legacy to MJCC is an opportunity to make a lasting difference and secure the future of 
our community.  No amount is too large or too small - any amount, bequest or 
percentage would be hugely appreciated.  Specifying a percentage is a preferred option 
for many people because you do not need to quantify the sum to be left or take inflation 
into account when you draw up your Will.  MJCC is always seeking funds to support our 
work within the community and legacy giving is another way to help.   
 
Please help us to improve the quality of life of the Jewish Community in 
Merseyside by: 
• Donating on-line:  www.justgiving.com/merseysidejcc/ 
• Sending a cheque - no amount is too large or too small  
• To make a payment by debit/credit card please contact the Finance Team at Shifrin 

House 
• Setting up a Legacy to create a lasting gift in your name 
• Contact the Administration Team at:  

Shifrin House, 433 Smithdown Road, Liverpool, L15 3JL 
Telephone:   0151-733 2292 
Email:   info@mjccshifrin.co.uk 
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Thank you so much for supporting our work  
in the Liverpool Jewish Community 
 
 
For further information on any of the above please contact Shifrin House on 0151-733 
2292.   
 
Lisa Dolan 
Chief Executive, MJCC 
www.mjccliverpool.com  
August 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES REPORT 
 
This year the Liverpool Jewish Community celebrated Israel’s 70th year of Independence 
with 180 people sitting down to dinner and enjoying Israeli dancing.  We were delighted 
to welcome Dan Golan from the Israeli Embassy to our celebrations.   
 
Community events continue to be held with the communal diary being utilized by the 
whole community avoiding clashes of dates, enabling every member of our community to 
attend every communal event.   
 
Moving forward, the community is invited to hear Michael Braham DL, Deputy Lord 
Lieutenant for Merseyside who will speak about “Building Bridges” on Tuesday 4 
September 2018, 8.00 pm at the Community Room, King David Campus.  Michael 
Braham is a local lawyer and trustee of Southport Hebrew Congregation.  He has a 
special interest in promoting interfaith understanding and community cohesion.  
Following his presentation, members of the MJRC will explain the work the Council is 
doing to promote links with their non-Jewish neighbours in Liverpool.  Everyone is 
encouraged to attend this important event.   
 
The following evening Wednesday 5 September is the first of this year’s Forum with 
guest speaker Gideon Falter from the Campaign Against Anti-Semitism.  Gideon has 
recently been lauded by the Simon Wiesenthal Centre as a Jewish Hero for fighting for 
justice and protecting the Jewish community.  Gideon joined the Campaign Against Anti-
Semitism in 2014 when Anti-Semitism surged in Britain, after fighting flared between 
Hamas and Israel, and he organised the major London rally calling for zero tolerance law 
enforcement against Anti-Semitism.   
 
Thursday 6 September 2018 is the annual CST pre Yom Tov High Holy Days security 
briefing, an important event in the communal calendar to which everyone is encouraged 
to attend.   
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As in previous years, Liverpool will be taking part in Mitzvah Day on Sunday 18 
November 2018.  A date has already been set for the annual Civic Service to be hosted 
and held at Princes Road Shul on Sunday 10 March 2019.   
 
Parents, Toddlers and Babies continues to meet every Wednesday morning, term time 
only, from 10.00 am till 12.30 pm at the Community Centre room and all parents with 
their toddlers and babies are more than welcome to join this active group.   
 
 
Sara Radivan 
Community Activities 
on behalf of MJRC and KDHHF 
August 2018 
 

SHUL NOTICE BOARD 
Some of the happy and sad events since our last magazine 

Social & Cultural  
   Klezmerish Concert - June 17th 
 
Legion D.Honneur Award   
Presented to Eric Goldrein for his part in the Liberation of France - May 29th 
 
Special Celebratory Kiddush 
    Sponsored Kiddush in appreciation of the work undertaken by Alaster Burman - May 19th 
    Sponsored late birthday Kiddush by Helen Estrey - May 20th 
    Sponsored Kiddush by Leon Rosen for his birthday - June 2nd 

Sponsored Kiddush by Jack & Barbara Levin to celebrate their Diamond Wedding Anniversary -  
August 4th 

 
Barmitzvah 
    Reuben Edels, son of Deborah & Paul Edels - June 23rd 
 
Shacharit & Breakfast  
     Reuben Edels, son of Deborah & Paul Edels - July 8th 
 
Mezzuzah Ceremony & Barbeque 
    At Rabbi & Rebetzen Abel’s home - July 8th 

 
Commemoration Service 
    For the late Brina Marks was organised by the West Cheshire Interfaith Forum -  
   the LOHC Choir performed at event - April 30th 
 
Yahzeit Kiddush 
    Betty Marks - Pesha bat Baruch Asher H'Cohen dedicated by son Edward Marks & his  
    birthday kiddush - May 12th 
    Sam Canter - dedicated by Philip Canter in memory of his father - Shmuel Yitzchak ben Baruch -  
    May 26th 
    Maurice Brown - dedicated by Lisa Brown in memory of her father - Moshe ben Shmuel - June 9th 
    Dr Leonard Wolfman - dedicated by Shirley Wolfman in memory of her husband -  
    Chaim Arya Labe ben Yaakov Yitzchak - June 30th 
    Ralph Churney - dedicated by Henry Churney in memory of his father - Ephraim ben Tzi - July 7th 
    Terry Lipson - dedicated by Sylvia Lipson in memory of her husband - Binyamin ben Tzvi - July 21st 
    Bertha Pearl - dedicated by Geoff Pearl in memory of his mother - Brina bat Godol - August 11th 
    Stanley Goldstone - dedicated by Peter Grant in memory of his father - Shlomo ben Aharon -  
    August 18th 
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    Gerald Kleiman - dedicated by Doreen Kleiman in memory of her husband -  
    Gershon ben Zvi Hersh - August 25th 
 
Deaths 
   Yvonne Elackman - March 10th 
   Helen Cohen - March 18th 
   Dorothee Smith - July 22nd  
 
Stonesettings    
   Sylvia Harris - April 22nd 
   Esther Ross - June 3rd 
   June Gould - June 3rd 
   Gerald Kleiman - June 17th 
   Edna Waldman - September 2nd 
   Yvonne Elackman - September 2nd 
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JLGB IS SO MUCH MORE THAN A YOUTH GROUP : IT’S A 
PROVEN INVESTMENT IN YOUR CHILDREN’S FUTURE. 
Thousands of young people benefit from JLGB’s character-building and  
life-enhancing skills programmes 

Shana Tova from JLGB, we hope you’ve had a great 
5778. As we enter 5779 and think about the year 
ahead, this year why not make an important 
commitment to your children’s future by enhancing 
their potential with JLGB. 

At JLGB we focus on the individual and aim to 
recognise and enhance every young person’s 
potential, building their character to develop their 
leadership, communication, organisation, initiative, 
resilience, confidence and creativity. Our local 
weekly groups have skilled up and empowered 
Jewish young people across the UK, giving them a 
wide range of new skills while honing their unique 
abilities to enable them to achieve in the future. 

On a national level, our ‘evolve - youth volunteering & skills initiative’, continues to 
remove barriers so that all Jewish young people can participate in programmes and 
national volunteering awards recognised by universities and future employers, such as 
the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and National Citizen Service, without compromising on 
religious practice. 

JLGB have been part of several national studies which highlight some of the benefits 
from the programmes we offer: 

• 82-83% of young people who were part of structured youth organisations said their 
confidence and leadership skills had greatly increased 

• 68% of young volunteers in higher education felt greater motivation and self-
discipline as a result of volunteering 

• 84% of Duke of Edinburgh’s Award participants said the Award increased 
resilience and responsibility 

Building young people’s assets and enhancing their skills starts from as young as 8 years 
old at your local JLGB group. This year alone over 1,000 unique skills programmes, run 
by young leaders, were delivered at our 30 weekly groups across the UK, including Maor, 
aged 12 who ran an athletics course for the Juniors at Redbridge JLGB. 

Ask anyone and they will say JLGB is one giant family, bringing together young people in 
school years 3-13 from communities across the UK and wider world, creating networks 
and forging friendships that last a lifetime. In addition to weekly meetings, JLGB hosts a 
series of regional and national events, camps and competitions throughout the year. This 
year’s ‘Wanderlust’ themed Summer Camp united over 500 young people from England, 
Scotland, Wales, France, Russia, Israel and the Netherlands, making it the largest camp 
in over 20 years. Following on from this success, hundreds of people have already 
signed up for JLGB’s Winter Camp which will run in the last week of December, including 
a New Year’s extravaganza. 
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When making important choices for your children, we understand that there is a huge 
pressure on parents to enable their children to take part in every extra-curricular activity 
on offer and it can be difficult to decide what is best. JLGB is dedicated to ensuring a 
positive future for all Jewish young people and presents a unique opportunity for your 
children to gain transferrable skills and positive values, in a fun and engaging 
environment so that they can become the leaders of tomorrow. 

Make a commitment you won’t regret this academic year. Register your children 
for two weeks free at your nearest local weekly group in September now at 
www.jlgb.org/free. 

For more information email getinvolved@jlgb.org or call 020 8989 8990 

JEWISH LADS' & GIRLS' BRIGADE (JLGB) 
Camperdown,  3 Beechcroft Road, 
South Woodford,  London E18 1LA 

 Website: www.jlgb.org    Email: ellie.pendred@jlgb.org 
Telephone: 020 8989 8990   
 
Follow us on Facebook at:    Follow us on Twitter at: 
www.facebook.com/JLGBHQ    www.twitter.com/JLGBHQ 
 
Follow us on YouTube at: 
www.youtube.come/JLGBHQ 
 

SEEN ON THE INTERNET 

 
Is this why corner shops in Israel  
never get broken into 
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POMEGRANATE AND PERSIMMON SALAD 
Another easy Rosh Hashana seasonal recipe for you to try 

 

Serves 4:- 
 
Ingredients 
4 Ripe persimmons (Sharon fruit) 
4 Handfuls of rocket leaves 
2 or 3 ripe pomegranates 
1 tablespoon of sherry or red wine vinegar 
3 tablespoons of extra virgin olive oil 
Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper 
A handful of walnuts or pecan nuts 

 
Method 
Wash the persimmons thoroughly and slice them as finely as you can and scatter them 
on to four small serving plates, accompanying each one with a handful of rocket leaves. 

Halve the pomegranates, then hold each half upside down over a bowl and pound the 
back of the fruit with a wooden spoon, to dislodge as many of the seeds and as much of 
the juice as possible. 

Pick out and discard any of the white pith that may have fallen into the bowl, then sprinkle 
the seeds over your salad plates, leaving the juice in the bowl. To make a simple 
vinaigrette, put the vinegar and olive oil into a jar with a pinch of salt and pepper. Add a 
couple of teaspoons of the pomegranate juice, shake and pour. 

Lightly toast the nuts in a small pan and sprinkle over your lovely salad. 

 

Recipe taken from ‘Around the World in 80 Dishes’ by David Loftus 
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